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The System 

Romans 10:14-17 

 

Have you ever gone into an establishment that was sloppy and not 

systematic?  Have you ever called to retrieve some document from 

an agency that had poor recordkeeping?  Can you imagine how 

chaotic it would be here in the church if there were not some 

system in place to have the bills paid, to voice concerns or to keep 

track of the money?   

 

Better yet, have you ever been tasked with some job but not given 

any instructions on how to get it done?  “Oh, just figure it out…” 

 

That approach doesn’t work and God already knows that.  

 

God has a system in place.  God does nothing by happenstance but 

everything with purpose.   

 

Last week, we talked from Romans 10:8-13 and the final statement 

in that passage of scripture was “Whoever calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.” 

 

God’s system involves a response to His Word that He sends! 
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We cannot live without His Word!  We cannot breathe without His 

Word!  His Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.  

And God wants to save.  So God put this system in place! 

 

First, he made salvation very simple for us.  (Last Week) confess 

with the mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead.  He put salvation close to us. 

 

God’s system, just like His salvation, is very simple.  He 

understands that in order to call on His name, we must first know 

what His name is!   

 

Paul begins in verse 14 with a series of rhetorical questions; the 

answer is implied within the question.  He lays out God’s system 

and he shows that the responsibility falls to God to make this thing 

work! 

 

1. God’s System Requires Faith (Verse 14) 

The question is: How shall they call (recall verse 13) on Him (unto 

the One) whom they have not believed? 

 

The answer is implicit.  They cannot.  How can they call on the 

Lord when they do not know WHO the LORD is?  In order to reach 
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out the God for this salvation, they must first hear about it!  Faith 

needs an object! 

 

Many who came to Jesus for healing or to witness Him heard of 

Him well before they ever set foot in His presence. 

 

2. God will send the message out (Verse 14b) 

(Romans 1:19,20): 

19For what may be known about God is plain to them, because 

God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the 

world God’s invisible qualities, His eternal power and divine 

nature, have been clearly seen, being understood from His 

workmanship, so that men are without excuse. 

 

I believe that in extraordinary cases and in remote places, God can 

still speak to those who are there.   

 

He did so through every prophet and apostle that He raised up.  

The Bible says that creation speaks for God!  We are born with an 

innate understanding that this ball of gas and water did not simply 

materialize but that it was created! 

 

Paul says here HOW can they BELIEVE if they have not HEARD? 
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Put simply, they cannot.  It’s a rhetorical question that points to 

the fact that it is NECESSARY that there be something for them to 

hear (AUDIBLY)! 

 

When God called Abraham- He did so in an audible voice that 

Abraham could respond to! 

 

Our voices need to be audible to the world!  JESUS CHRIST MUST 

BE PROCLAIMED!   

 

Hearing is one of our most important senses because once we 

hear, we begin to process the information and begin to reason it 

out in our minds! 

 

Jesus closed many messages with the words, “Those who have an 

ear to hear, let them hear.” 

 

Recall the parable of the sower: 

Roadside- HEARD the word but the devil came and snatched it 

away! 
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Rocky Ground- HEARD the word but did not take time to establish 

any root! 

    

Thorns- HEARD the word but the cares of life choked it out! 

 

Good Ground- HEARD the word but did something totally 

different- they heard, they processed it, and they ACCEPTED IT 

AS TRUTH!  They WELCOMED IT!  

 

So, in God’s system, the pressure is on God to SEND the Word- 

however it may be sent. 

 

The word must be heard in order to be received!  This is why 

evangelism is so important!  Not to conquer the world for Jesus 

but to simply put the Word of God out and give those who have not 

heard an opportunity to hear! 

 

3. There is a method by which the word is delivered (Verse 14c) 

When Moses came as a prophet, He came preaching 

(proclaiming) God’s deliverance!  When Isaiah came, He came 

preaching (proclaiming) God’s deliverance!  When John came, He 

came preaching (proclaiming) the coming of the Word of Life!  
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When Jesus came, He came PREACHING the same message of 

repentance and forgiveness that John the Baptist preached! 

 

When the Ethiopian eunuch met Philip in the desert, the eunuch 

was reading from the prophet Isaiah.  The Holy Spirit sent Philip 

to the eunuch’s chariot.   

 

When Philip asked the eunuch if he understood what he was 

reading the eunuch’s response was very telling (Acts 8:31): “Well, 

how could I unless someone WILL guide me?”     

 

That was the doorway that God used to get the gospel to Africa!  

God uses all types of doorways to get His word delivered to His 

desired source! 

 

He says “How can they hear without preaching?” 

 

The answer is implied.  They cannot. 

 

The way that the word preaching is written in the original text is - 

continual proclamation! 

 

Proclamation of what?  Of the GOSPEL of JESUS CHRIST! 
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Problem is- too many other things are being preached!  Money, 

relationships, psychobabble [reading card found in garage, wrap 

your money around this, put it under your pillow, wake up and 

send it back within three days and ALL of your problems will be 

solved!  Really?] 

 

Every message begins and ends with Jesus!  There is no such thing 

as too much Jesus!  He is the center of the gospel message!  HE is 

the good news! 

 

� WE NEED MORE PROCLAIMERS! 

Every proclaimer is NOT in the pulpit!  The Bible says that we 

don’t light a lamp and put it under a bushel!  We proclaim the 

gospel of Jesus Christ every chance that we get! 

 

4. Proclamation is a divine assignment (Verse 15) 

HOW can they preach unless (if not) they are sent? 

The answer is implied.  They CANNOT! 

 

Sent is written in the passive voice!  God sends- God appoints and 

God creates divine assignments! 
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As Christians, we are all “sent” based on the Great Commission to 

go and make disciples of ALL men!   

 

However, there are specialized assignments in each and every one 

of our lives!  There are divine appointments for us to proclaim the 

gospel! 

 

Now, there is another facet to this.  Many who CLAIM to be sent 

are not! 

 

How can we tell the difference?  John tells us not to believe every 

spirit but to test it and to see if it is from God.  He says many false 

prophets have gone out into the world!   

 

One who is truly sent will not be out to glorify themselves but they 

will glorify God!  They won’t take credit for God’s work, they won’t 

be cultish trying to make you worship them and they will never 

seek to usurp God’s power! 

 

� SHOES 

One of the pieces of armor in Ephesians 6 is a pair of shoes!  

Ephesians 6:15 “Having your feet shod with the preparation of the 

gospel of peace! 
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When we proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, we bring a message 

of peace and of love and of good news!   

 

Your sins can be forgiven, God loves you, God wants to be in 

fellowship with you, the God of the entire UNIVERSE wants to 

commune with you! 

 

We don’t bring a message of condemnation: what you’ve done or 

are doing, how many drugs, how many women, how much 

drinking…now we bring a message of salvation!   

 

IT DOES NOT MATTER what you’ve done- Jesus wants to save 

your soul! 

 

This is why Isaiah says and Paul quotes: Beautiful are the feet of 

those wo bring good news of good things! 

 

When Isaiah is proclaiming this message, he is telling people who 

were in Babylonian captivity (reminding them of how God freed 

the Israelites from Egyptian captivity), the LORD is going to set 

you free!  He says Your God reigns!      
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5. God did His part (Verse 16) 

God always sends what we need!   

 

He says here, BUT they did not all heed the good news! 

 

The word here for heed literally means to hear and apply (to 

obey)!  They heard it but did not receive it!   

 

Quoting Isaiah again, Paul says “LORD, who has believed our 

report? 

 

The Bible states that Jesus Christ came to His own but they knew 

Him not!   

 

We can preach, pray, cry and everything else but the message 

MUST be received by the hearer! 

 

God has done his part!  What will the response be? 

 

6. Simplicity (Verse 17) 
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As a result, faith comes by hearing and hearing through the word 

of Christ! 

 

NOTE that Paul delineated the process in reverse!  Preaching, 

hearing and then faith… 

 

We hear things every day but the faith that saves only comes from 

hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

1 John 1:1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have 

heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 

at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the 

Word of life.” 

 

The one who has an ear to hear, let them hear! 


