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The Offer Still Stands 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

Paul was a man whose experiences in the Christian life are 

unrivaled.  A well-educated, well-off, well-connected man; Paul 

could have easily flaunted his wealth and education.  At one point 

of his life, he actually did.  He was an enemy of the church who 

was eventually turned into a hero of the Christian faith. 

 

He is credited with 13 of the 27 New Testament books.   

He: 

*trained preachers 

*sat at the feet of the Bereans  

*argued with apostles like Peter and preached to the Gentiles.   

*He was a skilled orator and debater evidenced by how he turned 

the focus on Mars Hill from the unknown god to the God in whom 

we all live and move and have our being. 

 

His biography is well known as well as his sufferings!  Jesus said 

directly to Ananias [whom Paul stayed with after his Damascus 

experience] in Acts 9:16 that Paul would carry his Name before 

the Gentiles and their kings and before Israel; and that Jesus 

Himself would show Paul how much he would have to suffer for 

the name of Christ.   
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Paul opens this chapter talking about a man who had seen into 

some of the deep things of God.   

 

Many scholars say that he is using this as a cover and actually 

talking about himself but he does not want to come across as 

boastful. 

 

Paul says that this man was caught up to the 3rd heaven.  The first 

heaven is what is above us.  The second is space and the 3rd is 

where God dwells.   

 

This man had seen and heard things in the third heaven that were 

[inexpressible; too sacred, too holy to be uttered]!   

 

I often hear preachers who use their visions and experiences to 

act condescendingly towards those who have not experienced the 

same types of things.  They somehow believe that these 

experiences make them more special than other Christians.   

 

In actuality, the deeper we go in God, the more humility we ought 

to display! 

 

Those who have had some ecstatic experience with God are not to 

be braggadocious but rather be humbled by the awe and the 

majesty of God!   

 

You did not hear Isaiah bragging or Ezekiel bragging or Job 

bragging…no, they were HUMBLED by what they saw! 
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The reason for the humility is for God to get the glory (Verse 6) 

 

1. TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN MUCH IS REQUIRED 

God uncovered great mysteries to Paul.  God even showed Paul 

ONE the mysteries of His grace: Salvation to the Gentiles 

 

Ephesians 3 

2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace 

that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to 

me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading 

this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 

mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to people in other 

generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 

apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that through the gospel 

the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of 

one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

…10His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold 

wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord 

 

The salvation of the Gentiles, which would be accomplished BY 

God through Paul’s preaching [by the grace of God and through 

the Holy Spirit] to the Gentiles was a mystery hidden even from 

the rulers and the principalities in the heavens!   
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How ironic is it that Paul’s life was never in danger UNTIL he 

started preaching the gospel!   

 

Paul’s safety was never threatened UNTIL the principalities got 

wind of what was going down! 

 

Here is a great nugget of wisdom for all of us!  God has plans for 

us that we do not even know about!   

 

God has plans for us that the principalities and powers in heaven 

don’t even know about!   

 

God’s plans, once revealed are public knowledge in heaven and 

therefore, we become targets in a cosmic war against God!   

 

HOWEVER, God’s power protects us so that NO WEAPON formed 

against us will prosper!   

 

His will be done on earth as it is in heaven! 

 

2. HUMILITY IS ALWAYS BETTER THAN ARROGANCE 

Verse 7 

He says that because of the surpassing greatness of the 

revelations- because of what he had seen and heard…Paul had a 

bit of a situation.   
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God knew his personality and how having this divine revelation 

(uncovering/apocalypse) could puff him up! 

 

He says so that I would not become puffed up, A THORN WAS 

GIVEN. 

 

Much debate over whether the thorn was a physical ailment or a 

sickness or a mental ailment has been waged by men much 

smarter than I am.  Suffice it to say that Paul had something in 

his life to keep him dependent on God!   

 

We all have a thorn! 

 

This thorn is described as a “messenger of Satan”!   

 

This thorn had a purpose. 

 

The word used here is torment; it literally means “to beat”.  He 

says the thorn was given SO THAT IT MIGHT PHYSICALLY BEAT 

HIM; SO THAT HE WOULD NOT EXALT HIMSELF! 

 

GOD KNEW WHO HE WAS DEALING WITH!   

 

Psalm 139:16 “16Your eyes have seen my unformed substance… 

Jeremiah 1:4 “Before I formed you in your mother’s womb, I knew 

you…” 
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God knew that a humble servant is more effective than a puffed-

up servant! 

 

3. A TRIAL ALWAYS BRINGS OUT OUR HUMANITY 

Paul, for all of his great accomplishments was human just like us.   

Verse 8 

I asked three times!  God, take it away!   

 

Every one of us would respond this same way!  No one likes to 

suffer!  Period.   

 

It doesn’t feel good.  It doesn’t look good.  It doesn’t taste good.   

 

But When we suffer for the name of Jesus, AND BEAR UP UNDER 

IT, it brings glory to God! 

 

Suffering is a part of the Christian experience and it has different 

purposes.   

 

In Paul’s case it was to keep him humble.  In our cases, it may be 

different but the end result is the same: 

 

After he has tried me, I shall come forth as pure gold.   

 

Zechariah tells us that when God was giving him prophetic 

utterance that the fire has a purpose! 
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Zechariah 13:8,9 

      8“It will come about in all the land,” 

            Declares the LORD, 

            “That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; 

            But the third will be left in it. 

      9“And I will bring the third part through the fire, 

            Refine them as silver is refined, 

            And test them as gold is tested. 

            They will call on My name, 

            And I will answer them; 

            I will say, ‘They are My people,’ 

            And they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” 

 

I asked, appealed, called out the Lord three times!  Please Lord 

take it away!  I prayed, I cried, I cried out, I lay prostrate, I fasted, 

I studied…AND IT’S STILL HERE! 

 

IF IT IS STILL THERE AND WE ARE STILL HERE WE OUGHT TO 

THANK GOD FOR KEEPING US!   

 

I was reading a blog post from someone and they said, “stop 

saying there is a reason for everything and just say “life 

happens”.  I responded, just because the reason is not evident 

does not mean that it does not exist! 
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Now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face.  Now we see 

in part but WHEN THE PERFECT COMES, the partial will be 

done away with!  Guess what, life does happen- that is true but 

there is a also some purpose in God’s will that we may not 

understand as well.   

 

4. GOD MADE PAUL AN OFFER 

Verse 9a 

Look at what God’s response is to Paul’s pleading… 

There is a very clever use of words here that we have to unpack.   

 

AND He “has said” to me MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU… 

 

THE GRACE THAT BELONGS TO ME THAT I FREELY GIVE IS 

ENOUGH FOR YOU  

THE GRACE THAT EMANATES FROM ME IS ENOUGH FOR YOU 

THE GRACE THAT WAS PRESENT IN THE PERSON OF JESUS 

CHRIST IS ENOUGH FOR YOU 

THE GRACE THAT APPEARED to offer salvation to all peoples is 

enough for you 

THE GRACE THAT EXTENDS FROM ETERNITY INTO TIME IS 

ENOUGH FOR YOU 
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THE GRACE THAT DID NOT COST YOU ANYTHING BUT COST 

JESUS EVERYTHING IS ENOUGH FOR YOU 

THE GRACE THAT DEFEATED DEATH IS ENOUGH FOR YOU 

THE GRACE THAT RESIDES WITH MERCY, AT MY THRONE, 

THAT IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE WHEN YOU NEED IT, IS 

ENOUGH FOR YOU! 

 

MY GRACE IS ENOUGH FOR YOU… 

 

*****We need to understand the actual word “said” in order to 

fully appreciate this offer of grace! 

 

Paul writes “he has said” in the perfect tense.   

 

What this indicates is “said” is a completed past action with 

present effects.   

 

The answer to Paul’s entreaties to remove the thorn was an 

implied NO but it was not an explicit no.   

 

The answer was simple; Paul, I HAVE ALREADY MADE YOU AN 

OFFER AFTER your FIRST and SECOND and THIRD petition  

 

AND THAT OFFER STILL STANDS [at the present time] "MY 

GRACE IS SUFFICIENT". 
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I’M NOT GOING TO TAKE IT AWAY BUT I WILL OFFER YOU 

WHAT YOU NEED TO DEAL WITH IT!  

 

Some of us have been walking and hurting and we’ve heard the 

Lord say before, My grace is sufficient for you.  TODAY, that offer 

still stands!   

 

Some of us have been dealing and struggling and we’ve heard the 

Lord say, My grace is sufficient for you.  TODAY, that offer still 

stands! 

 

WHY?  Because HIS power is perfected in weakness.  (Arndt1: 

power finds its consummation or reaches perfection in (the 

presence of) weakness) 

 

We don’t truly witness the power of God until we are faced with 

trouble!  If we are up, we think it’s us!  When we are down, we 

KNOW that it’s GOD who brought us through! 

 

5. KNOWING THE OFFER CHANGES THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE 

RECIPIENT 

 

I know now God that your grace is all that I need.   

Verse 9b; 10 

                                                           
1 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 

and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 997. 
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THEREFORE…I WILL GLADLY BOAST NOT IN MY 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERIOUS BUT RATHER IN MY 

WEAKNESS!!   

 

Paul had a change in perspective...I will take that offer and WILL 

GLADLY boast in my infirmities because I KNOW YOU CHOSE 

ME FOR THIS ASSIGNEMT!   

 

I KNOW THAT IN MY PAIN YOU ARE GLORIFIED... 

 

WHEN WE LIVE IN YOUR GRACE,  

WHEN WE TELL OF YOUR GOODNESS,  

WHEN WE SPEAK FROM THE MIDST OF THE STORM AND SAY 

THOUGH HE SLAY ME YET WILL I TRUST HIM... 

 

WE REALIZE THAT YOUR GRACE REALLY IS SUFFICIENT! 

 

 


