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The Key 

Galatians 3:22-23 

 

You have heard it said, whoever the Son sets free is free indeed.  A 

better way to say that is, IF the SON sets you free THEN you are 

REALLY FREE.  It is a conditional statement [an IF/THEN] 

statement.  IF the first part is true then the second part is 

guaranteed!   

 

IF the Son frees you… 

IF the Son shakes you loose from the grip of sin… 

IF the Son steps into your life and reclaims you from the garbage 

heap… 

IF the Son rescues you from the kingdom of darkness…THEN YOU 

ARE REALLY FREE! 

 

Jesus says “I hold the key of death and Hades”.  I can set you FREE 

from death or I can sentence you eternally to it!  It is your choice! 

 

This little epistle to the Galatian church is powerful.   

 

I have not been able to put it down!  It is theologically rich!  It is 

also liberating!  See, there are some who try to convince us that 

there is something extra to salvation.  That there is a checklist for 

us.  No, the KEY to salvation is Jesus!   
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Paul writing to this church at Galatia is an attempt to free them 

from surly influences who have crept in to upset the foundation 

that Paul had laid. 

 

Here in the third chapter, Paul makes a distinction between what 

he calls the Law and the promise.   

 

What is the Law?  It is God’s Law, it is composed of a moral aspect, 

a civil aspect and a ceremonial aspect.   

 

When Paul preaches against the “Law” he is saying that the civil 

and the ceremonial aspects of the Law are obsolete.   

 

The moral law, composed of the ten commandments, never went 

out of force.   

 

Jesus preached against murder in the New Testament just as the 

6th commandment does.   

Jesus preached against idolatry just like the first commandment 

states when he said “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

soul, mind and strength.”   

Jesus preached against adultery the same as the 10th 

commandment prohibits.   

Jesus preached that we are to honor our mothers and fathers 

when he rebuked the Pharisees for overlooking their parents in 
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order to show off at when it was offering time [corban]…so the 

moral law was never made obsolete. 

 

**WHAT ABOUT THE SABBATH? 

The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath so Jesus 

even tells us about the law commanding us to remember the 

Sabbath day and keep it holy.   

 

Jesus said that He is Lord of the Sabbath [a day of rest], He even 

healed on the Sabbath…which had been corrupted and turned 

into a legalistic nightmare! 

 

So, we have to understand that the whole Law is fulfilled when we 

follow what Jesus said: “Love the Lord your God and love your 

neighbor as yourself!” 

 

What Paul is preaching against is the man-made regulations that 

were a derivative of the original Law handed down in Leviticus.  

He’s preaching against legalism and he’s preaching against the 

implication that somehow the law could make a man righteous! 

 

What Paul is saying to us through this text is that Jesus, not the 

Law, is where our righteousness comes from.  Jesus is the KEY to 

understanding what God requires.  If we want to understand God, 

we’d do well to understand Jesus!  If we want to know the heart of 
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God then we need to understand the heart of Jesus!  If we want to 

KEY to freedom, then we need JESUS! 

He is the key! 

1. He is the KEY to the promise of God (Verse 19) 

Here in this passage, Paul is telling us the purpose of the Law.  It 

had a basic purpose.  The Law was added because of 

transgressions.  Paul says in another place “where there is no law, 

there is no transgression”.   

 

Transgression = stepping across the line!  Paul constantly 

emphasized that the task of the Law is to establish the fact that 

men’s evil deeds are transgressions of the divine commandments 

and ordinances1 

 

He says the Law also had a time limit.  It was in place UNTIL the 

Seed came.  He established earlier in the text that the Seed is 

Christ.  He said that the promise was made to the Seed. 

 

What was the promise?  That the SEED would bless the WHOLE 

WORLD!   

 

                                                           
1 Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New 

Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964–), 740. 
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[When God made the Promise to Abraham, the Son was present 

[pre-existent] so God was REALLY making the promise to the Son!  

Son, you are going to bless the whole world!! 

 

The Law and the Promise are not contrary.  The Promise came 

first, the Law came but it came BEFORE the Seed [although the 

Seed was pre-existent].   

 

So it was the SEED who released the promise!   

 

The “promise was made” is in the perfect tense (past ���� present 

effects)- the promise was made to the seed BEFORE the seed came 

but WHEN the seed came, the promise was STILL in force AND 

the promise SUPERSEDES THE LAW. 

 

The KEY to the promise is JESUS because the PROMISE comes 

from Jesus.  Too bad that there are many who never made room 

for the seed in their fields! 

 

2. He is the KEY to LIFE (Verse 21) 

There is no life giving power in any other place except for Jesus.  

Another way to state this is to say “IF THE LAW WAS GIVEN THE 

ABILITY TO SUSTAIN LIFE” or “If the Law was given the constant 

ability to give life” 

 

GOD did not give the Law the power to give life because God had a 

different plan!  The Law was temporary but the KEY is eternal. 
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Only Christ can give life!  1 Cor 15:45 says that Adam became a 

living soul but Jesus became a life-giving Spirit!   

 

In other words, He is CONSTANTLY, CONSISTENTLY, OVER AND 

OVER AGAIN ABLE TO GIVE LIFE!   

 

3. He is the KEY to the prison of sin (Verses 22-24) 

Paul uses some very interesting language here.  A point that needs 

to be driven home here is this: Jesus Christ is the ONLY way out.  

There is NO other way out.  There is no other way to be reconciled.   

VERSE 22 

Scripture as “shut up” EVERYONE under sin.  There is no one on 

who is not a sinner.  The Bible says in multiple places that we are 

sinners: Psalm 51, In sin was I born and in iniquity my mother 

conceived me; Isaiah 64, our righteousness are as filthy rags; 

Isaiah 1, our sins are as scarlet…Romans 11:32 “The whole world 

is shut up to sin so that God might be merciful to all” 

 

If scripture is inspired by God and scripture says that we are 

sinners, we are sinners.  Not one is righteous! 

 

We are “shut up” synkleio [perpetually confined with no escape! 
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There is a reason for the confinement!  So that the PROMISE, 

THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, MIGHT BE GIVEN to those 

who believe! 

 

Putting our faith and trust in Jesus Christ is the ONLY way out of 

the prison of sin! 

 

Again, we see another use of this imagery.  Verse 23 

 

Before this new covenant, before Christ came, we were “kept in 

custody” under the law [imperfect i.e. continuously]!  We were 

imprisoned [perpetually] and did not have access to the faith! 

 

IS FAITH SOMEHOW NULLIFIED?  

Never, faith has always been God’s way of justification!  Law was 

not added to justify but because of transgressions!  Abraham 

believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.  

Hebrews 11:6 says “without faith” it is impossible to please God. 

 

There was a timing to the release!  This is why Jesus says the Spirit 

of the Lord is upon Me and He has anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor, to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the prisoners and to SET THE  CAPTIVES FREE! 
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It was in the fullness of time that the Father sent the Son to 

redeem us!  The law was only the schoolmaster [slave with limits] 

who pointed us to the true Redeemer, Jesus Christ! 

 

We ought to be thanking God that Jesus is the key to the prison 

and the only way of escape from it!  We ought to be thanking God 

that the schoolmaster could only go so far but Jesus can take us 

all the way- even into the Holy of Holies! 

 

4. Jesus is the KEY to a NEW identity (Verses 26-29) 

A. I am now a son/daughter when before I was far off and 

estranged from God.  Thank God that I am His child and no longer 

a child of the world! 

B. I am now clothed with Christ, I wrapped with Christ, I am 

covered with Christ!  My old clothes are no longer who I am! 

Verse 29 

I am at the point where my identity is not even in my race or my 

gender! 

This is what Jesus can do!  IF we take hold of what He offers, and 

truly take hold of it… 

Democrat does not matter, Republican doesn’t matter 

White or Black doesn’t matter 

Society’s lines and boundaries do not matter 
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We are no longer boxed in by what the world thinks…the world is 

crucified to us and we are crucified to the world! 

 

There is neither Jew nor Greek!  Slave nor free!  Male nor female! 

WE ARE ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS! 

HE IS THE KEY TO A NEW IDENTITY!   

 

I AM A CHRISTIAN FIRST AND EVERYTHING ELSE SECOND! 

 

I AM AN HEIR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, A DESCENDANT OF 

ABRAHAM BECAUSE THE KEY OPENED THE DOOR AND LET 

ME IN! 

 

 

 

 

 

    


