
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 

Romans 8:15-17 

 

There is an old, Spaghetti Western known as the Good, the Bad 

and the Ugly.  Clint Eastwood (Blondie is the “good”), Lee Van 

Cleef (Angel Eyes, the “bad”) and Eli Wallach (Tuco, “the ugly”).   

 

The   movie is centered around these three characters looking for 

a bounty of gold that was buried in a cemetery in a place called Sad 

Hill.   

 

Without going into the entire plot, the movie, which is almost 

three hours long, depicts what these three men had to endure 

trying to get to this gold.   

 

They had to put up with each other, they tried to kill each other 

and they were each in danger of death themselves as the movie 

progressed.      

 

Eventually, they all meet up at the cemetery.  The twist in the 

movie is that, while they all know that the gold is there, only one 

of them knows the exact location that the gold is buried.  Tuco (the 

Ugly) knew that the gold was in the cemetery and Blondie 

(Eastwood) knew which grave where the gold was buried.   



 

So, they end up in a circle, pistols drawn, and Angel Eyes is shot 

by Clint Eastwood.  The two who are left end up splitting the gold.  

 

What is my point?  There was an inheritance there in that 

cemetery but the only way to get to it was to stay in the race until 

the very end.   

 

All three of these men never gave up in their quest for this gold.  

Even though they all knew that there would be some hardship, 

some trouble and some danger involved, they stayed the course. 

 

In life, we will have some good but we will also have to endure 

some bad and some ugly.  If we do not let the bad and the ugly 

deter us, there is an inheritance waiting for us that exceeds 

anything that we can even imagine!   

 

God knows that there will be times of good.  God also knows that 

there will be bad and ugly times.  We MUST encounter all three 

and endure all three types of situations.   

 

When Jesus was preparing his disciples for his departure in John 

16, Jesus said that the pain that they would endure after losing 



Him, would be similar to the pain a woman endures in childbirth.  

But then He said, once the baby is born, the woman’s pain is soon 

forgotten because of the joy of seeing the child!   

 

He said, I am going to turn your grief into joy: a joy that no one 

can take away from you! 

 

We have to understand that in this world, there will be tribulation 

but we must also understand that He has overcome the world!  

There will be some good times.  There will be some bad times and 

there will be some ugly times.   

 

In the movie, these three men never would have made it to the 

gold without one another!  They HAD to coexist in order to reach 

the destination.   

 

In life, all three are promised.  Job 14:1 says Man born of a woman 

is of a few and full of trouble! 

 

But knowing this and knowing what awaits, we are blessed with a 

gift- the gift of the Holy Spirit, who gives us staying power!  Who 

gives us the Timex Power to take a licking and to keep on ticking.  

We live lives of perseverance!  We live lives of persistent 



resistance!  Being steadfast and immovable, always abounding in 

the works of the Lord! 

 

How can we do this?  How do we endure the good, the bad and the 

ugly? 

 

1. We recognize that we matter to God (the Good) Verse 15-16 

Paul here is talking about living a life in victory over sin and he is 

talking about life in the Spirit.   

 

He says plainly that everyone who is being led by the Spirit of God 

is a child of God!  He says when God set us free, he did not give us 

a spirit of slavery to cause us to fear AGAIN!  That fear is the fear 

of his wrath that ever sinner must face!   

 

NO, the Bible says that we have received a spirit of adoption!  We 

have been legally adopted [writing to the Roman church- 

Gentiles], BY GOD, into His family!   

 

We are no longer orphans, abandoned by the side of the road but 

we’ve been taken in By GOD through Jesus Christ...THAT’S 

GOOD!   

 



We matter to God because we belong to God!  This is GOOD!  We 

cry out Abba…this is a term that is like the term Daddy that we use 

in English!  Why is this important?  It indicates a closeness to God 

that those who knew Jewish culture knew was not there apart 

from Christ.  Makes God relatable to us! 

 

The term was rarely used for God.  But in Christ, we gain a 

closeness to God, we can look to God and at God, without fear.  In 

Christ, we matter to God! 

 

Look at Verse 16 

He uses an intensifier- the spirit HIMSELF- which is signal to us 

that this is important to God.  He testifies with OUR spirit that we 

are children of God.  This is GOOD! 

 

How does the Spirit do this?   

 He pours out God’s love in our hearts.  Romans 5:3-5 

“tribulation  patience proven character  hope- an hope 

does not disappoint because the Holy Spirit, who was given to 

us, has poured out the love of God into our hearts! 

 

 He reminds us of the Word of God.  John 14:26 says that the 

Spirit will teach us all things and bring all things to our 



remembrance!  One thing to remember is this: all who believe, 

He gave the right to be called children of God!   

 

 He gives us strength. Ephesians 3:16, Paul prays that the 

believers in Ephesus be strengthened BY HIS SPIRIT, in their 

inner man!  Paul says in Philippians 4:13, I can do ALL things 

through Christ, who gives me strength!  That strength comes 

from the Holy Spirit living inside of us! 

 

IF we didn’t matter to God, He would not have given us the Spirit!  

BUT Jesus said to His disciples, I am not going to leave you 

comfortless!  I’m going to send the Helper! 

 

2. We have something to look forward to (Verse 17a) 

The adoption matters, the word sons matters because it was the 

sons who stood to inherit what the father left.   

 

However, in Christ Jesus we are all ONE- so there is no male, 

female, bond or slave, Jew or Greek… 

 

There is a chain of logic here that we have to follow.  We are in the 

family of God which makes us His children.  If we are His children 

then we are also His heirs… 



We are heirs of the promise of God in Christ! 

Heirs mean that a portion is allotted to us by law- which is what 

the word literally means.   

 

In other words, we have a portion, FROM God and WITH God as 

His children!   

 

We are also fellow heirs WITH Christ.  In Hebrews 1:2, the Bible 

calls Him the heir of ALL things!   

 

This means that when Christ reigns, we will reign with Him!  This 

means that we matter enough to God, and He loves us enough to 

make us sharers in an eternal inheritance!  A pure and undefiled 

inheritance…That’s GOOOD! 

 

3. There will be some ugly (Verse 17b) 

Now, there will be some bad and some ugly.  I know it because I 

am a living witness.  You know it because you’re a living witness.  

This life is not a crystal stair!   

 

A window into the thinking here comes in Revelation 21:5-7 

(READ) 



In order to reign with Him, we too must suffer with Him.  We too 

must be perfected through suffering just as Christ was perfected 

through suffering (Hebrews 2:10)!   

 

In order to get to the good…we have to endure the bad and the 

ugly! 

 

Look at what He says.  He says we are heirs of God and fellow heirs 

of Christ…IF INDEED we suffer WITH Him. 

 

The word used here is a compound word- meaning to suffer 

together.   

 

What does this mean?   

 

Jesus said if the world hated me it will hate you; no servant is 

greater than his master; they will kick you out of the synagogues 

and persecute you and think that they are doing a service to God… 

 

Suffering is not always physical torment…as Christians, we will 

endure suffering when we are ostracized for our beliefs.  When we 

are asked to compromise for the sake of going along to get along.   

 



Suffering comes when the enemy attacks our bodies.  When he 

attacks our families. When we endure hardship and pain in an 

upside-down world!  

 

He says “if indeed” meaning- Are we willing to endure the bad and 

the ugly?  Will we endure hardship as good soldiers!     

 

WHAT I LOVE IS THIS: GOD DOES NOT LEAVE IT ON THE UGLY!  

He comes back and says: IF indeed we suffer with Him SO THAT 

we may also be glorified with Him! 

 

This is also a compound word.  We are glorified TOGETHER with 

Christ!  It is future tense so that means that this is an event that 

hasn’t occurred but we can be certain that it will.  It’s a cause and 

effect statement.  IF we suffer with Him, then we will be glorified 

with HIM! 

 

The Bible says in 1 Peter 4:14 that if we are reviled with Christ, we 

are blessed because the spirit of Glory and of God rests on us! 

 

Peter says it differently- he says in 1 Peter 1:6-9 READ 

 

I look forward to the unspeakable joy! 



 

We will rejoice all the more at the revelation of His glory! 

 

Then we will shout glory to God, we should salvation to our God 

who sits on the throne, and blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our 

God..forever and ever!   


