
The Gifts of the Spirit 

1. Recall from Ephesians 4:11-15: Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors/Teachers [gifts to the Church 

from Christ] 

Gift Responsibilities/ Provisions Outcomes 

Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, 

Pastor/Teacher 

 

[all contribute in some form to 

the provisions and outcomes] 

1. Equipping of the saints for 

works of service 

 

2. Building up the body of Christ 

to the point that we all reach: 

A. Unity of faith IN Jesus  

B. Unity of knowledge OF Jesus 

 

3. Bringing the church to spiritual 

maturity 

1. Spiritual growth of the church 

[to the extent of the “fullness of 

Christ”] 

2. Spiritual sensitivity of the 

saints to detect and reject false 

doctrine and teaching [Ephesians 

4:14] 

3. A church that speaks the truth 

in love and does not operate in 

deception 

4. A church that is continually 

moving to higher levels 

spiritually [verse 15-16] 

5. A church in which each apart 

works properly and supplies 

what it is supposed to [verse 15-

16] 

6. A church that is built up in 

love [verse 15-16]   

 

 

What is the function of these gifts?  Equipping of the saints for works of service; building up the body of 

Christ to the point that we all reach: 1. Unity of faith [i.e. have the same beliefs about Christ] 2. Unity of 

knowledge of the Son of God [i.e. we all have the same understanding of who Jesus is] 3. Bringing the 

church to spiritual maturity 

 

2. Gifts to those who constitute the church: 

Questions to Ponder: Do we all have a gift? Yes. 

Where do the gifts originate?  The Holy Spirit is the giver of the gifts. 

How are the gifts obtained?  Through the working of the Spirit (as He sees fit); Through prayer (earnestly 

desiring); Through laying on of hands (See Timothy) 

Are there any special gifts?  Yes.  Prophecy is identified as the best of the spiritual gifts because 

prophecy is a “direct word from God at that moment” and it edifies the church [earnestly desire the best 

gifts] 



The Gifts of the Spirit to the Body 

I. Gifts to the Church from Christ [Recall from Ephesians 4:11-15] 

Gift Responsibilities/ Provisions Outcomes 

Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, 

Pastor/Teacher 

 

[all contribute in some form to 

the provisions and outcomes] 

1. Equipping of the saints for 

works of service 

 

2. Building up the body of 

Christ to the point that we all 

reach: 

A. Unity of faith IN Jesus  

B. Unity of knowledge OF Jesus 

 

3. Bringing the church to 

spiritual maturity 

1. Spiritual growth of the 

church [to the extent of the 

“fullness of Christ”] 

2. Spiritual sensitivity of the 

saints to detect and reject false 

doctrine and teaching [Ephesians 

4:14] 

3. A church that speaks the 

truth in love and does not 

operate in deception 

4. A church that is continually 

moving to higher spiritual levels 

[verse 15-16] 

5. A church in which each apart 

works properly and supplies 
what it is supposed to [verse 15-

16] 

6. A church that is built up in 

love [verse 15-16]   

 

 

II. Gifts to those who constitute the church 

Important to note that there is a Trinitarian theme here in this passage of scripture; the gifts have 

nothing to do with human agency, they are FREELY GIVEN by God the Father, Activated and put 

into use in humans through the agency of the Spirit of God and they are for the EDIFICATION OF 

THE BODY OF CHRIST! 

Questions to Ponder:  

1. What is a gift?  Charisma: Freely and graciously given; the derived from the word grace, charis; a 

spiritual gift is a is a special, non-material gift given to believers out of the generosity and benevolence of 

God.  IT is a public manifestation of the Spirit [see verse 7]- a gift is a clear indication of the Spirit of 

God’s WORK- it is a clear indication of His existence- it is a clear indication that He is active within the 

body of Christ! 

2. Where do the gifts originate? 1 Cor 12:4,6, 11 

3. What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? For the BENEFIT of all- for the common Good [1 Cor 12:7] 

4. Do we all have a gift? 1 Peter 4:10; 1 Cor 12:7 YES, we all have a spiritual gift from God; does not 

come prior to being BAPTIZED IN THE SPIRIT i.e. receiving the Spirit of God [see Ephesians 4:4; 1 

Cor 12:13] 



5. How are the gifts obtained? Through the working of the Spirit (as He sees fit) 1 Cor 12:11; Through 

prayer (earnestly desiring) 1 Cor 14:1; Through laying on of hands and prophetic utterance; Of the gift 

for carrying out special tasks, mediated by the laying on of hands 1 Ti 4:14; 2 Ti 1:6.1 

6. What spiritual gifts are discussed in the Bible?  See table…not exhaustive but representative 

 

Dunn prefers to distinguish thematically between gifts which relate respectively to miracles, 

revelation, inspired utterance, and service2 

Gift/Ministry Relation Root Definition 

The word of wisdom; the word of 

knowledge [1 Cor 12:4-10] 

Inspired utterance for 

instruction 

Gifts of instruction; Word = 

articulate utterance of 

wisdom [God’s wisdom see 1 

Cor 1:21-24] and knowledge 

[i.e. insight into the inner 

working of the cosmos; 

understanding] 

Faith [1 Cor 12:4-10] Miracles A special endowment of faith 

for a special service; not 

saving i.e. believing faith but 

working faith; Note the 

relation to healing/miracles; 

Supernatural conviction [G. 

Fee]. 

Gifts of healing [1 Cor 12:4-10] GK: 

iama 

Miracles Healing a sickness; making a 

person well. 

The effecting of (activity of 

implementing) miracles [1 Cor 12:4-

10] 

Miracles Deeds of power; 

Manifestations of the Spirit’s 

work for believers and non-

believers;  

Prophecy [1 Cor 12:4-10; Rom 12:6-

8] 

Revelation Relating direct divine 

communication to a person or 

people 

Distinguishing spirits [1 Cor 12:4-10]  

 

spirit- supernatural, self-aware, non-

material being  

Revelation The ability to determine the 

intentions of a spirit [good or 

evil] see Hebrews 5:14, 1 

John 4:1, 1 Kings 13:18, 1 

Kings 22:23, 2 Chronicles 

18:21-2. 

Various kinds of tongues [1 Cor 12:4- Inspired utterance The ability to speak in an 

                                                           
1 Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other 

early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 1081). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

2 (a) Thiselton, A. C. (2000). The First Epistle to the Corinthians: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 937). 

Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans. (b) Dunn, Jesus and the Spirit, 201-258 



10; ] 

 

Species of tongues i.e. like plants 

unlearned language [See Acts 

2:5-13]; an unintelligible 

(celestial) language that must 

be interpreted [See 1 Cor 

14:2-5]; Inspired speech; can 

make some believers 

uncomfortable [see 1 

Corinthians 14:16, 23 

“ungifted man”] 

Interpretation of tongues [1 Cor 12:4-

10] 

Revelation One who translates a tongue 

[not learned in that language 

whether intelligible or 

unintelligible] 

Healings [1 Cor 12:28] Service Repeated 

Helps [1 Cor 12:28] Service Performing helpful deeds 

Administrations [1 Cor 12:28] Service See leadership; specifically 

leading positions within the 

body of Christ. 

Service [Romans 12:6-8] Service Different kinds of serving; 

imprecise; serving in 

Christian assistance to others 

Teaching [Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 

4:11,12] 

Inspired utterance Teaching Christian doctrines; 

teachers very necessary in 

the absence of volumes of 

books. 

Exhortation [Romans 12:6-8] Inspired utterance; Revelation Giving encouragement; 

Urging action based upon the 

Christian doctrine being 

taught; A Christian 

“stimulator” [see Hebrews 

10:25] 

Giving [Romans 12:6-8] Service Coming to the aid of the 

poor; No ulterior motives. 

Leadership [Romans 12:6-8; 1 Cor 

12:28- Administrations] 

Service No area specified but 

exercising leadership; must 

be done with diligence and 

not slackness. 

Mercy [Romans 12:6-8] Service Showing compassion to the 

hurting, sick, dispossessed 

and the poor; Necessarily 

done with joy. 

 

7. How are the gifts exercised? In decency and order see 1 Cor 14 

8. Are there any special gifts?  YES.  See 1 Cor 14  Prophecy is identified as the best of the spiritual 

gifts because prophecy is a “direct word from God at that moment” and it edifies the church [earnestly 

desire the best gifts]     Wherever the offices [gifts] of the church are listed, apostles are first followed by 

prophets followed by teachers…these are regarded highly because of the importance of leading the 

body of Christ to completeness 9. Do we all have the same gift?  NO- note Paul’s use of “to another” 



Why spiritual gifts anyway? 

Particular manifestations of grace mediated through one individual to others3 

 

                                                           
3 Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (pp. 1993–1994). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Baker Book House. 


