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“The Faith that Jesus Left Us” 

James 2:8,9 

 

James is, by far, the most uncomfortable book in the Bible 

that I have ever studied… 

 

James simply asks, as Gary Burge points out, not what 

our faith sounds like, but rather, what our faith looks like! 

 

He commands us in Chapter 1:22 to not just be hearers of 

the Word but doers of the Word… 

 

He says that the one who only hears the Word is like a 

person who looks into the mirror, immediately goes away 

and forgets what was there… 

 

BUT a doer of the Word, looks intently at the perfect Law 

of liberty, and is blessed by their obedience! 

 

So where is James taking us today?   
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James touches a raw subject today…one that is raw in the 

psyche of this nation and of the world… 

 

James today teaches us about how to DO the Word as it 

relates to the people around us! 

 

Martin Luther King said that Sunday at 11:00am is the 

most segregated day in America… 

 

If there was ever a time to put differences away and get 

our acts together, it should be the time that we set aside 

to worship the true and living God! 

 

If there was ever a time that we should NOT see color or 

race or creed or social status or nationality or even 

politics…it should be the time that we set aside to worship 

the true and living God… 
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BUT we have allowed the world system to keep us in 

bondage!  James talks a lot about the world and its 

influence over the church… 

 

He says in chapter 3 that there are two types of wisdom:  

 

There is worldly wisdom which is corrupt and demonic, 

based on how the world thinks;  

James 3:16 “For where you have envy and selfish 

ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 

practice.” 

 

Heavenly wisdom (3:17), the kind of good and perfect gift 

that comes from above…James says of this type of 

wisdom, that is pure and peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, merciful, full of goof fruit…IMPARTIAL…and 

sincere… 

 

That sounds a lot like the fruit of the Spirt, doesn’t it? 

That sound a lot like what God desires! 
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There is one word in here that we are going to look at 

today… 

 

That’s the word IMPARTIAL… 

 

James teaches us today that our faith ought to look like 

the faith that Jesus left us!   

 

1. Our faith ought not show favoritism (Verse 1) 

Look at what James tells us.  He says that IF we believe in 

the Lord Jesus Christ like we say that we do, our faith 

ought not show favoritism… 

 

The idea here comes from a Hebrew expression for 

respect…a person would turn their face to the ground and 

when they were greeted, they would lift their face as a sign 

of recognition… 

 

It literally means to esteem… 
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BUT the faith that Jesus left us does not leave room for 

partiality or cause us to esteem one over the other!   

 

Deuteronomy 10:17 “For the LORD your God is the God 

of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and 

the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take 

a bribe.” 

 

If we are to be imitators of Christ, we ought to imitate 

this example!   

 

When Peter was sent to Cornelius’ home, Peter had a 

dream of a white sheet and all types of animals on it, 

and Peter was instructed to eat…some of the animals 

were unclean…Peter said to the Lord that he had never 

consumed anything unclean…[that was really a way 

for Peter to lord his cleanliness over others!]…but the 

Lord said to Peter, DO NOT CALL UNCLEAN WHAT I 

HAVE CALLED CLEAN… 
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When He got to Cornelius’ home, the first thing that 

Peter said was this…Acts 10:34.35 ““I most certainly 

understand NOW that bGod is not one to show 

partiality, 

35 but ain every nation the man who 1bfears Him and 

2does what is right is welcome to Him.1 

 

My mother taught me two things that I will take to the 

grave with me…1. she taught me that the janitor is just 

as important as the president and 2. Everyone deserves 

to be treated with respect… 

 

Jesus teaches us the same thing…faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ means not judging based on mere appearance 

but rather making a righteous judgment! 

 

                                                           
b Deut 10:17; 2 Chr 19:7; Rom 2:11; Gal 2:6; Eph 6:9; Col 3:25; 1 Pet 1:17 

a Acts 10:28 

1 Or reverences 

b Acts 10:2 

2 Lit works righteousness 

1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 Update (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1995), Ac 10:34–

35. 



Page 7 of 16 

 

Honestly, if God was partial, some of us wouldn’t be 

sitting here right now! 

 

2. The rich and the poor should both be esteemed equally 

(Verses 2-5) 

 

James now gives us an example of what he means!   

AND we know that James is talking to those worshipping 

because the word used for assembly is literally the word 

synagogue… 

 

So, we are not talking about just being out on a street 

corner or at work…but he is talking about the place where 

NONE of this stuff should matter!   

 

Verses 2-3 

First of all, James makes a distinction between a person 

who comes in with fine clothes and a gold ring and 

someone who come sin poor and in dirty clothes! 
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The first thing that James points out is how those people 

are directed…He says that the rich man is given the “good 

place” and SEATED and the poor man is told to either 

stand or sit by the footstool… 

 

I have seen this before!   

 

And before we get uppity, let me give you some 

statistics…there are 7.5 billion people in the world… 

 

half of them live on less that $2 per day 

 

Another statistic says that 80% of the world’s population 

lives on less than $10 per day… 

 

Now, let’s think about this, 8 people (4 of whom are 

American tech billionaires) control HALF of ALL of the 

wealth in the world!  That number dropped from 65 to 8 

in about 4-5 years…meaning the gap between those 8 and 

the rest of us increased! 
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SO compared to those 8 people, we are ALL poor!   

 

This is not a diatribe against the rich either.  If you have 

nice things, God bless you.   

 

But I am not going to treat you any differently BECAUSE 

of those things!   

 

I’m not going to esteem you any higher because of those 

things!   

 

You will sit in the first seat available and if someone of 

lesser means is sitting in that seat, maybe you can occupy 

the space next to them! 

 

James is simply telling us that we are not to regard the 

rich or the powerful any more than we regard those who 

are not in their league! 
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But James knew this culture and, in this culture [AND 

OURS TOO], we treat people according to what we think 

they can do for us! 

 

That’s why I wear sweat pants, a ballcap and sneakers and 

I never introduce myself as doctor anything…because I 

want to see how you treat me without any status! 

 

James says to us, we can’t draw these lines in the sand!   

 

He speaks in Chapter 1:9-11 that the brother in humble 

circumstances ought to glory in their high position and 

the rich man ought to glory in his humiliation…he says all 

of the things that the rich man is chasing will be destroyed 

and the rich man, in the pursuit of these things will fade 

away! 

 

This is less about money than it is about devotion!  What 

is my heart devoted to?  Where is my treasure! 
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That’s why Jesus said that it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

into the Kingdom of God!   

 

This is why Jesus said in Matthew 25:35-37 “For I was 

hungry and you gave Me something to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave Me something to drink, I was a stranger and 

you took Me in, 36I was naked and you clothed Me, I was 

sick and you looked after Me, I was in prison and you 

visited Me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, 

when…”   

 

Jesus said, IF YOU HAVE DONE IT TO THE LEAST OF 

THESE, YOU HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME… 

 

YOU DID NOT ALLOW YOUR STATUS TO KEEP YOU 

FROM GETTING SOME DIRT ON YOUR HANDS AND 

YOU DID NOT ALLOW THEIR STATUS TO KEEP YOU 

FROM LOVING THEM! 
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The Bible says that we could be entertaining angels 

unawares- so we ought to keep loving one another and 

showing hospitality to strangers! 

 

Verses 4,5 

James says that you’ve made a judgment…and you have 

judged that the poor is not good enough… 

 

He says here that GOD chose the poor, the one who stores 

up treasure in heaven, the one whose devotion is to 

God…are heirs to the kingdom…RICH in faith! 

 

Jesus told the church at Smyrna, I KNOW your 

poverty…but then He tells them…BUT YOU ARE RICH!  

Their poverty was a direct result of their willingness to be 

set apart from the world system! 

 

[This is NOT necessarily about having money.  IF that 

money does not mean as much to you as God does, God 

will bless you to be a blessing to others!  This is 
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specifically an indictment of those who trust in their 

riches and their power rather than trusting in God!] 

 

Here is a question: As Jesus sat on His throne, and 

considered the riches and the glory of heaven…imagine if 

He had decided that his riches were more important than 

His devotion to God!  What would our fate be?  We would 

ALL still be in our sins! 

 

BUT the Bible says, FOR YOU KNOW THE GRACE OF 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT THOUGH HE WAS 

RICH, HE BECAME POOR FOR OUR SAKES SO THAT 

THROUGH HIS POVERTY, WE MIGHT BECOME RICH! 

3. Our neighbors deserve our love (Verses 8,9) 

 

NOTE, James says the “royal law” which can be translated 

the law  of the kingdom… 

 

The law of God’s kingdom is this, just as Jesus said: 
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You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

mind and strength…AND you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself… 

 

Jesus said THERE IS NO OTHER COMMANDMENT 

GREATER THAN THESE! 

 

He says the LAW and the prophets are summed up in 

them!   

 

The second command comes from the OT. From Leviticus 

19… 

Verse 17 says don’t hate your countryman in your heart… 

Verse 18 says…don’t take vengeance but rather to love 

your neighbor as yourself… 

 

Article last night…Washington Post…Church in Luverne 

AL and they were asking them how they were able to 

square their politics with their religion… 
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One particular person [A Sunday School Teacher] quoted 

in the article said something that disturbed me…She 

said…when the Bible talks about loving your neighbor, it 

is talking about your American neighbor… 

 

Where did she get such a thing?  Three things gave me 

pause… 

1. America did not exist at the time of the writing of the 

Scriptures  

2. Jesus was not American and  

3. Jesus was from Nazareth of which Nathaniel asked 

“Can anything GOOD come out of Nazareth?” 

 

James says that we do well if we love our neighbor!  That 

means our rich neighbor, our poor neighbor, our black 

neighbor or white or Mexican or gay neighbor!   

 

We show mercy to those who need mercy just like God 

showed mercy to US! 
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The faith that Jesus left us does not show favoritism…but 

rather, it shows love for all humankind…everyone, no 

matter who they are, what they look like, what they smell 

like…BEFORE WE MET JESUS, WE ALL STANK WITH 

SIN TO GOD… 

 

James says that partiality and favoritism is sin!  Because 

it is NOT loving our neighbor as ourselves! 


