
Taming the Tongue
James 3:1-12

“Death and Life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” Proverbs
18:21

What does James teach us about the tongue?

1. Words matter [Verses 1]
Teachers incur a stricter judgment due to the knowledge of the subject area.  See Matthew 23:8;
Romans 2:17-20; 1 Timothy 1:7

2. Taming of the tongue is a noble undertaking [Verses 2,3]
See Matthew 12:34-37, James 1:26
a. One who is able to tame his tongue is a complete man
b. One who is able to tame his tongue is able to tame his body as well

3. The tongue is a powerful yet small organ [Verses 3-5]
a. Horses are controlled by bits [small/large comparison]
b. Ships are steered by rudders [small/large comparison]
c. Small sparks can set an entire forest ablaze [small/large comparison]
d. The tongue boasts of great things [small/large comparison]

See Psalm 12:3; 32:9; 73:8

      4. James describes the tongue [Verses 6-8]
a. It is a fire [Psalm 120:2,3; Proverbs 16:27; Proverbs 26:20]

            b. The world of iniquity
            c. Defiling the whole body [Matthew 12:36; 15:11]
            d. Sets the “wheel” of our life on fire
            e. Is set on fire by hell itself [literally Gehenna. See Matthew 5:22]
            f. It is a restless evil
            g. It is full of deadly poison [Psalm 140:3; Ecclesiastes 10:11]

5. The tongue can be a stumbling block [Verses 9-12]
a. We bless/praise God
b. While cursing men/women made in His image [See Luke 6:28; See Ephesians 4:29; 5:4;
Colossians 3:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:11- there is a difference] Imperative- it should not be this
way!
c. Note the contrasts [Verses 11,12]

Can the tongue be tamed?  See Luke 12:12; John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 5:22, 6:15

Questions for consideration:
1. Have you ever said something that you wish you could take back?
2. Have you ever spoken on a situation without all of the information?
3. Have you ever murdered anyone with your words?
4. Do you think before speaking?
5. Are you deliberate with your words?


