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“Show Yourself: The Post Resurrection Appearances of Jesus Christ” 

GCC Bible Study 

“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man.  For he was one who 

performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews 

and many of the Greeks. He was the Messiah. And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among us, 

Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to love him did not cease.  He appeared to them 

spending a third day restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things and a thousand other 

marvels about him.  And the tribe of the Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared”.  

Flavius Josephus: Jewish Antiquities, 18.3.3 §63 

1. Common Themes 

� Jesus was resurrected: Psalm 16:9-11; Isaiah 25:8; Zechariah 12:10; Luke 24:4-6; 

Revelation 1:18. 

� Jesus was resurrected bodily: John 20:17; John 20:24,25; Luke 24:27-43. 

� Jesus was resurrected according to His prophetic timetable: Matthew 16:21; Mark 

8:31, 9:31, 10:33,34; Luke 24:7.    

� Jesus showed Himself to more than just one person: 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

� Jesus remained long after His resurrection: Acts 1:1-5 

� Jesus’ resurrection is the central tenet of ALL Christianity: 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 

2. Key Texts to Consider 

� Matthew28:1-8; Mark 16: 6-14; Luke 24:1-12; 13-15; 36-49; John 20:11-18; 19-21; 

24-29; John 21:1-13; Acts 9:1-16 

 

3. Key Questions to Ask 

4. Matthew 28:3-10 and 16-20 

Context: After Sabbath (Matthew writes with Jewish slant; Jesus did not violate the Sabbath) 

� Persons: Mary Magdelene and the other Mary 

� Came to look @ grave 

� There was a great earthquake caused by an angel descending from heaven; Rolled the 

stone away and sat on it (Conquering) 

� White clothes to show purity 

� Guards shook! 

THE TWO MARYS 

1. What was the initial reaction of the person(s) who saw Him? 

They first encountered an angel, not Jesus who told them not the be afraid 

(compare to the soldiers who looked like “dead men”) 
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READ – I know you are looking for Jesus [comfort from the angel]… 

� Verse 7: “Go quickly” 

� Verse 8: Look at their obedience and their faith- they did not ask any 

questions, they went.  What happens next is the blessing of obedience… {they 

reacted in faith} 

� Verse 9: Behold Jesus met them AND greeted them… 

What is their initial reaction to Jesus? 

� Verse 9-10; they worshipped Him- bowed at His feet!  He is God; only God 

can conquer death! 

�  

2. Was Jesus readily recognizable? 

Yes [I believe it could be because they had already demonstrated the FAITH 

necessary!]- this important when we consider the other gospels where He was 

NOT recognized immediately. 

 

3. Was there some special experience that had to occur before the person could see 

Jesus? 

NO.  The saw Him and knew Him immediately. 

 

4. Did Jesus interact physically with His surroundings in any way? 

Yes.  They grabbed onto Him.  He walked on the ground, etc. 

 

5. What was the core of Jesus’ teaching during the appearance? 

He comforted them and reminded that He was indeed the Christ. [Do not be 

afraid…I’m not a ghost!] 

 

6. Did Jesus give any special instructions? 

Yes- Go take word to the brethren in Galilee. 

 

7. How does this relate to us? 

We have evidence of His bodily resurrection; we must believe just like they 

believed even though we have not visibly seen Jesus; We have evidence that He 
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cares for us; We have evidence that women are important in Christ’s ministry!; 

We have evidence that Christ desires fellowship with His disciples. 

 

8. How do we “see” Jesus now? 

Christ is revealed through His Word! 

 

9. Is this text still relevant to us today? 

YES!  The resurrection is the most important tenet of Christianity! 

 

10. Why is it important to believe in the resurrection? 

Believing in the resurrection is a pre-requisite for salvation! 

DISCIPLES: Verses 16-20 

1. What was the initial reaction of the person(s) who saw Him? 

The disciples were doubtful and worshipful at the same time [VERSE 16,17] 

They were waiting at a designated place so obviously they had faith enough to wait 

for him there. 

2. Was Jesus readily recognizable? 

Yes; some were doubtful. 

 

3. Was there some special experience that had to occur before the person could see 

Jesus? 

NO.  The saw Him and knew Him immediately. 

 

4. Did Jesus interact physically with His surroundings in any way? 

Yes, He was there ON the mountain with them. 

 

5. What was the core of Jesus’ teaching during the appearance? 

He is LORD [Verse 18]- ALL AUTHORITY…ALL POWER 

 

6. Did Jesus give any special instructions? 

Yes: 
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• Go and make disciples of ALL nations 

• Baptize them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

• Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you 

We are not working alone: I am with you even until the end of the age! 

7. How does this relate to us? 

We ought to fulfill the Great Commission with respect to evangelizing and 

winning souls for the Kingdom of God! 

This is our calling; not just for preachers but for everyone! 

  

8. How do we “see” Jesus now? 

9. Christ is revealed through His Word! 

 

10. Is this text still relevant to us today? 

11. YES!  Evangelism is necessary to grow God’s kingdom! 

 

12. Why is it important to believe in the resurrection? 

Believing in the resurrection is a pre-requisite for salvation! 

Luke 24:1-12; 13-35; 36-49 

1. What was the initial reaction of the person(s) who saw Him? 

Verses 13-15 

These men were unaware that Jesus was there.  They were discussing what happened 

during His crucifixion. 

2. Was Jesus readily recognizable? 

NO.  Verse 16 

 

 

3. Was there some special experience that had to occur before the person could see 

Jesus? 

YES.  Verses 17-27 
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Verses 29-31 

Their eyes were opened (passive voice), aorist tense- i.e. Jesus opened their eyes and 

allowed them to understand- they recognized Him (active voice- this was on their own 

AFTER He opened their eyes)! 

What they saw was transferred to their minds/hearts…they were able to understand! 

This is what Jesus must do for us- open our eyes/hearts. 

 

For the believer- He opens our understanding:  scripture, circumstances, Himself  {Isaiah 

55:11}!  [Ephesians 1:18,19; 2 Cor 4:6] 

For the unbeliever- He takes the blinders off of them that Satan has on them!  [2 Cor 4:3-6; 

Acts 26:18] 

4. Did Jesus interact physically with His surroundings in any way? 

Yes.  Verses 29-30 

 

5. What was the core of Jesus’ teaching during the appearance? 

Verse 25-27 

6. Did Jesus give any special instructions? 

Verses 31-35 

NO- he did not have to; They were so excited about what just happened that they 

went immediately to tell the other disciples…who did not  

 

7. How does this relate to us? 

Verses 28-29 

Although they did not recognize Jesus, they knew that there was something there.  

They did not reject Him but rather invited Him in!  This led to something profound- 

this is the reason that their eyes were eventually opened! 

 

Verse 32 

Their hearts were BURNING (passive voice- external force acting upon them) while 

Jesus was teaching them! 
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When you hear a good word, a true Word, a word that opens your 

understanding…it will make you heart burn! 

Burning i.e. a fire was set and stayed lit 

WHILE HE WAS EXPLAINING THE SCRIPTURES 

Here is why no preacher can preach without the Holy Spirit-  

 

the WORD must be explained- it must be “opened up” - The word for explain in the 

GK literally means to open like a womb… 

 

Jesus opened UP the scriptures and helped them to understand what they were 

saying- in doing so, he gave them a proper perspective, he took away their sadness 

and he ignited them for ministry! 

 

Verse 30 

We must SURRENDER to Jesus  

When we surrender fully, He will interact with us and show Himself to us! 

He was in their home YET He broke the bread!  They yielded control to Jesus and it 

was that moment that He revealed Himself! 

 

Intimate interaction when we are vulnerable and yielded to God is a significant part of the 

Christian life- the Psalms talk about how David would cry out to God in the night, during 

His times of distress… 

 

The Scriptures are our way of “seeing” Jesus! 

We sometimes seek the experience- the feeling (guilty) but it is in the Holy Word of 

God that we learn the most about His character- and through faith in His word that 

we learn to trust Him! 

 

We cannot put the experience over the Word- this is what happens at many 

churches that hook you on the experience- it might feel God but where is God? 
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Why the Word?  Because Jesus was going away!  It is the Word that remains 

forever.  Heaven and earth will pass away but the Word remains forever! 

It is the Word of God – that created the universe, His Word is a lamp unto our feet, 

His Word is our instruction for how to live in obedience to Him! 

 

The experience and the Word have to line up! 

 

Paul went to the third heaven and said he saw things that he could not talk about… 

Others went and made movies, wrote books etc. 

 

What about those dry moments? 

There will be moments when there is NO experience, no feeling, no warmth in our 

hearts.. 

These men were sad, they were beat down, they were dejected because they thought 

that this was the consolation that they were waiting for! 

They were looking for a military conquest- Jesus reminded them that the prophets 

never predicted military conquest! 

 

Jesus taught them that there is life in the WORD and truth in the WORD. 

 

When Jesus prayed for His disciples he prayed to God to sanctify them in the 

TRUTH- Your Word is truth! 

 

 

 

8. How do we “see” Jesus now? 

See above 

 

9. Is this text still relevant to us today? 

YES!  We need to bathe ourselves in God’s word regularly! 
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10. Why is it important to believe in the resurrection? 

 

Jesus with His disciples (Luke 24:36-49) 

1. What was the initial reaction of the person(s) who saw 

Him? 

Verse 37 [the men from Emmaus were there] 

How does Jesus respond?  With compassion and with an 

opportunity to touch him.  Then Jesus went further and ate some 

fish. 

Verses 38-43 

2. Was Jesus readily recognizable? 

Yes. 

3. Was there some special experience that had to occur before 

the person could see Jesus? 

NO 

4. Did Jesus interact physically with His surroundings in any 

way? 

Yes.  Verse 39 (touch); Verse 42 (ate) 

5. What was the core of Jesus’ teaching during the 

appearance? 

A. Jesus reminded them of His prophecies about Himself 
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B. Their minds had to be opened [same word as before, to 

cut all the way across] 

Jesus “opened” their mind.  The word here is Dianoigo (dee-an-

oy'-go)- a compound word from “dia” meaning “all the way 

across”; “ana” an intensifier meaning up and “oigo” meaning to 

open.  So here, Jesus FULLY opens the mind.   

 
I think of it as He opened the mind the way that a surgeon 

opens the body to perform a procedure- he made an incision 

across the mind of every disciple in that room and SURGICALLY 

IMPLANTED THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

SCRIPTURES!  Thank you Jesus for being the great surgeon that 

you are!   

 
C. The disciples had to act as ONE!   

The fact that He opened the “mind to understand” is key to 

realizing what happened in this room.  The Greek word is 

singular- although there was a room full of people.   

 
Jesus opening the mind means that He gave them the intellectual 

ability to actually FINALLY “understand” or put the pieces 

together from the bits of knowledge that they had.  They saw the 

puzzle pieces come together- THEY HAD AN “AHA” MOMENT! 

� Heart Mind Connection 

Luke is writing to a Gentile audience.  To them, the mind is the seat of 

consciousness, it is the organ by which God communicates with 

man and by which man is enlightened by God.  The mind can, in 
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some cases be synonymous with the heart- or the mind can be 

thought of as distinct from the heart.  Gentiles would know that Luke 

meant them to be separate. 

   
D. Jesus taught them again WHY He came (Verses 46-47) 

E. How His mission would be accomplished (Veses 48-49) 

Jesus is letting them know to expect the Holy Spirit.  

Remember Acts is the companion book to Luke. 

6. Did Jesus give any special instructions? 

YES. Acts 1:4; Acts 1:8  

7. How does this relate to us? 

We MUST rely on the Holy Spirit for power in all of our 

endeavors.  We MUST seek Jesus in all that we do!  We WILL 

have times of fear and we will have times of testing but Jesus will 

give us grace and mercy when we need it! 

8. How do we “see” Jesus now? 

See above 

9. Is this text still relevant to us today? 

YES!  We need to bathe ourselves in God’s word regularly! 

 

11. Why is it important to believe in the resurrection? 
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John’s Account John 21:1-13 

Open with John 20:30-31 (previous account very similar to the synoptic Gospels) 

Believe…John writes his account with ONE focus in mind…the salvation of the ones 

who read it! 

The second encounter  

Context: Initial encounter; Jesus comes into the locked home; he bids them peace, he 

breathes on them and prepared them to receive the Holy Spirit… eight days after He 

was resurrected, He comes BACK and Thomas sees Him…and FINALLY believes. 

Chapter 21 is His 3rd post resurrection encounter with His disciples…no mistaking here! 

By the sea of Tiberias…they were out fishing 

He revealed Himself in “this” way [He made Himself VISIBLE…AGAIN] 

1. What was the initial reaction of the person(s) who saw Him? 

Verse 4- they could not make out who it was. 

Seven of His disciples were here fishing and they had fished all night. 

The next morning,  

 

12. Was Jesus readily recognizable? 

NO.  See verse 4… 

 

 

13. Was there some special experience that had to occur before the person could see 

Jesus? 

 

YES and NO.  See Verses 5-7 [possibly just due to physical distance]; NOW see 

Verse 12 
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Before they caught any fish, Jesus told them to cast their nets on the right side of the 

boat! 

 

Their obedience led to their understanding! 

 

John perceived immediately that it was Jesus (Verse 7,8) 

 

When we obey the LORD, we will reap the LORD’S blessings!  They fished all 

night- if we make this an analogy; Jesus says in John 20:21 “As the Father sent me, 

I am sending you…” 

 

If we are GOING for Jesus then we must OBEY Jesus! 

 

14. Did Jesus interact physically with His surroundings in any way? 

Yes.  Verse 4; verses 9-12 

 

 

 

15. What was the core of Jesus’ teaching during the appearance? 

Verse 9, Verse 12 

1. NOTE: Jesus seemed to supply His own fish!  …SEE ACTS 17:24,25 

God does not NEED anything.  He is the SUPPLIER of everything.  The FISH and the 

blessings were for their benefit, not His…it was a reminder to the disciples that He is 

the LORD!   

2. The LORD cares for our needs.  It was the LORD who prepared the meal for His 

disciples!  They were tired from fishing; possibly discouraged and Jesus turned this 

from a egocentric moment to a theocentric moment…(GOD centered) 

 

Who else can bring SOMETHING from NOTHING?  
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16. Did Jesus give any special instructions? 

See Chapter 20…not here; this was more of a bonding moment for Jesus with His 

disciples 

17. How does this relate to us? 

Pay special attention to that charcoal fire.  John uses this as a device to remind 

us of Peter’s denial! 

John 18:18  

 

When Peter saw this, He had to have reflected back to his denial of JESUS!!   

 

Jesus’ attitude here says a lot about HOW He received the disciples, even 

Peter… 

 

Peter would eventually be the leader of the disciples, He jumped in and pulled 

the fish because He was the only one strong enough to do it.   

 

This tender moment was one in which Jesus displayed His grace to a fallen 

disciple.   

 

Note the connection to the fact that Peter denied Jesus three times and Jesus 

manifested Himself three times also!   

 

 

18. How do we “see” Jesus now? 

See above 

 

19. Is this text still relevant to us today? 

YES!  We need to bathe ourselves in God’s word regularly! 

 

20. Why is it important to believe in the resurrection? 

 


