
Same House, Different Rooms 

Ephesians 2:19 

 

The book of Ephesians is one of my favorite of Paul’s works.  It’s 

interesting that he is writing this epistle to a Gentile Church.  

Considering that Paul was a staunch Jew prior to his conversion 

at Damascus, it baffles me that he was now having to minister to 

those whom he once despised.   

 

We know the relationship between Jew and Gentile well.  Jews 

referred to Gentiles as dogs.  They referred to them as unclean.   

 

When God sent Peter to the house of Cornelius, a Gentile, God 

first gave him a vision.  He showed him a white sheet coming down 

from heaven.  The sheet was filled with animals and God told Peter 

to kill and eat.  There was one problem.  The animals that God 

showed to Peter were considered unclean by Jews.  Peter 

protested, surely Lord, I’ve never eaten anything unclean!  Then, 

God made a point: 

Acts 10:15 “…LET NO ONE CALL UNCLEAN WHAT I HAVE MADE 

CLEAN.”  To emphasize the point, God spoke this three times 

before the vision ended. 

 

When Paul was called at Damascus, Jesus Himself said that his 

ministry would be to the Gentiles.  Paul was now championing a 



cause for inclusion of Gentiles into God’s family.  So much so that 

he even squared off with Peter about Peter’s treatment of Gentiles 

in the book of Galatians.  The Bible says that he opposed Peter to 

his face for being two-faced.   

 

He used to eat with Gentiles but when a certain group showed up, 

he stopped…and that hypocrisy spread to others who joined him!  

That’s why Paul had to set him straight. 

 

Where am I going with this?  It seems that we are facing a crisis in 

America where we somehow believe that division is good.   

We’re drawing lines in the sand.  

We’re choosing sides when we know that neither side will actually 

win.  We’ve placed winning over doing what’s right and that is not 

what the Bible teaches. 

 

The Bible teaches unity.  Jesus Christ teaches unity and yet we are 

continuing to allow forces outside of the church to divide us.   

 

We have to always remember what the Word of God says. 

 

**We must stop letting people divide us.  We have to ask the 

question: Is this right according to what my Bible says?  If the 



word of God says it is wrong, then we cannot equivocate on that!  

If the word of God says that is right, we cannot decide not to 

acknowledge it to continue in some detrimental pattern. 

 

**We must stop letting ideology divide us.  If we are to be renewed 

in the spirit of our minds, we must also be willing to remove 

fallacious thinking from our minds! 

 

**We must stop letting our pride divide us!   

 

How do we do any of this?  Trace everything back to Calvary.  If it 

does not line up with Calvary it does not line up with me.  I don’t 

care who said it.   

 

God created us to live in community with one another; As a 

household of believers.   

 

As it stands, we are in the same household but we are living in 

separate rooms.  That is not a good thing and I am certain that God 

is not please with it!    

 

1. It is Christ who makes us FIT (14a, 16a). 

HIMSELF (emphatic)- is our peace 



Peace with God can only be made through Christ.  That is a 

Christian principle backed up by volumes of Scripture.  That peace 

came at a cost!  Colossians 1:20 says that through the blood of the 

cross, peace was made.   

 

We cannot make peace with God apart from the blood of Jesus.   

 

Verse 15 says that Christ abolished the enmity- which is the Law- 

Christ abolished through the breaking of His own body, was deep 

seated.  The Law separated and gave Jews a reason to look down 

on Gentiles! 

 

Verse 16 THAT HE MIGHT RECONCILE 

HE might reconcile (subjunctive)…this is a statement of fact!  

Jesus Christ, gave his body up, shed his blood to reconcile us 

BACK to GOD! 

 

The word used for reconcile brings to mind a currency exchange.   

 

What we offer is not accepted in God’s economy!  It must be 

exchanged for something that God will accept!   

 



Our righteousness is but filthy rags but the blood of Jesus…there 

is cleansing power in the blood of Jesus…our robes are washed 

white with the blood of Jesus! 

 

2. It is Christ who UNITES us (14b, 15-16, 19). 

Christ is the one who unites us!  You want to see unity, look no 

further than Jesus.   

 

He makes us ALL realize that we are broken sinners in need of the 

grace of God.  I don’t care what nationality or color- SIN MAKES 

EVERYTHING THE SAME SHADE! 

 

When we talk about UNITY and JESUS, we are not white Jesus, 

not black Jesus, not the Republican Jesus or the Democratic 

Jesus…but the LORD Jesus! 

 

Colossians 1:17,18 

He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  And 

He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and 

firstborn from among the dead, so that in all things He may have 

preeminence. 

 



Verse 14b [made both groups into one; tore down the dividing 

wall] 

Jesus bridged the chasm that sin caused; He also bridges the 

differences between humanity- IF WE PRESENT THE REAL 

JESUS!   

 

THE JESUS WHO ATE WITH SINNERS AND TAX COLLECTORS; 

THE JESUS WHO DID NOT SHY AWAY FROM THE POOR AND 

THE OPPRESSED; THE JESUS WHO DID NOT TURN AWAY THE 

WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY OR THE PROSTITUTE WHO 

CAME TO REPENT!   

 

IN AMREICA, WE USE THE NAME JESUS, BUT WE DON’T 

ALWAYS FOLLOW HIS WORD! 

 

DIVIDING WALL 

It says here that Jesus TORE down the dividing wall… 

What wall was that?  It was the Law.  It is the Law that separated 

Jew from Gentile.   

There was a physical wall in the temple (Warren W. Wiersbe): 

There was a wall in the Jewish temple, separating the court of 

the Gentiles from the rest of the temple areas. Archeologists have 



discovered the inscription from Herod’s temple, and it reads like 

this: 

No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds 

the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is caught doing so will 

have himself to blame for his ensuing death. 

 

When Jesus tears the wall down, it is not meant to be rebuilt! 

We cannot escape this fact. 

 

Here we are in 2018 building walls.   

They don’t look like me…so I’m gonna wall myself off. 

They don’t think like me…so I’m gonna wall myself off. 

They don’t live in my neighborhood…so I’m gonna wall myself off! 

 

The problem with walls is that they don’t allow for conversation!   

 

WE CANNOT POSSIBLY COME TOGETHER UNTIL WE TALK 

AND EACH SIDE HEARS WHAT THE OTHER SIDE HAS TO SAY!  

We can’t live like Tim Allen, talking over a fence all day (Tool 

Time)! 

 



Look at what happened when Christ tore down the wall: He made 

the two into ONE NEW MAN!  HE settled the differences by giving 

both Jew and Gentile a fresh start, being born again!  Being 

renewed in our minds!  Being mindful that every last one of us is 

made in the image of God! 

 

He died for BOTH- 

VERSE 16 Having reconciled them BOTH 

Jew and Gentile…in ONE Body…He is sufficient! 

 

Verse 19 

Look at what this says…it is Christ’s reconciliation and Christ’s 

peace and NOW brings us into the family of God together! 

 

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His 

name…” 

 

SO then…now leads to a summary statement… 

He is talking to a Gentile audience…he’s saying that the wall has 

been torn down by Jesus… 

 



Now, Paul is saying YOU ARE NO LONGER STRANGERS, NO 

LONGER ALIENS but you are now PARTTAKERS with the saints 

in God’s household! 

 

He is talking to ALL of US who are Gentiles.  But now what we see 

is this: Gentiles building walls around themselves to keep other 

Gentiles out!  How does that happen? 

 

We are a part of GOD’s Household!  How is it that God can be the 

landlord, pay the bills, pay the utilities but WE somehow believe 

that the house belongs to us? 

 

This is God’s house and we ought to be thankful that he allowed us 

to be a part of it! 

 

Yes we are individual members but we are also a part of a larger 

picture- the body of Christ!   

 

3. It is Christ who STABILIZES us (20). 

We are BUILT and BUILT UP on the foundation that Christ laid 

and of which HE is the chief cornerstone. 

 



Unity is the key to this growth that Paul speaks of.  We are being 

built up, together!  When the bricks start doing their own thing, 

fractures occur in the structure…then the building becomes 

unstable…and then it can be toppled! 


