
“Pregnant by the Wrong Man” 

James 1:13-15 

 

FIRST:  SLIDE 2,3: We like to use the EXCUSE: The devil made me do it… 

(2)- verses… 

 

INTRODUCTION:  James (half-brother of Jesus) begins his epistle telling his 

readers, the 12 tribes to consider it all joy when they are tested because the 

testing of faith produces endurance! 

 

James connects temptations/trials to faith in that they are meant to 

STRENGTHEN our faith.   

 

Verse 12Verse 12Verse 12Verse 12 says (READ)- here the word used is: pie-ras-mas (NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN)- it simply 

means that the man that endures a test will receive the crown of life- once he 

has been approved, “deemed acceptable”, “proven”… 

 

Then in verse 13, we see James use a similar word, TEMPTED- from the root 

word piepiepiepie----radzoradzoradzoradzo (VERB): BOTH words come from the same root…only context 

determines whether we are looking at temptation to sin or testing to develop 

endurance. 

       SLIDE 4 

James clears it all up in verse 13 (READ 13-15): Verse 15 (single out- conceived- 

i.e. become pregnant) 

       SLIDE 5 

There are four steps to making a baby: intercourse, conception, gestation and 

finally birth.  Between a married man and woman, this is a beautiful process 

and it glorifies God in that the created obey His command to be fruitful and 

multiply. 

 

1. Where does temptation originate?     SLIDE 6 



James makes it clear that temptation to SIN cannot and does not come from 

God.   

GOD CANNOT BE TEMPTED NOR DOES GOD TEMPT.   

 

Does God allow tests? Absolutely, but even in the case of Job, while God 

allowed Satan to test Job, He did not do so Himself because Job was innocent 

in his sight.   

 

God does not pour out His wrath on the innocent, which is what Satan was 

trying to incite Him to do.  To make it even more plain, how can the One that 

is Holy and the One that tells us to avoid sin entice us to sin?  It does not 

compute.   

 

By contrast, James says in verse 17 that “every good and perfect GIFT comes 

from above”.  

 

Sickness, pain, etc. don’t come FROM God but are allowed by God…but HE 

can TURN those things for the good!  He can make each one of us say what 

Joseph said (Genesis 50:20 READ)…what you meant for evil, God meant for 

good”!  God uses the bad to bring about blessings for US as well as others! 

         

James is very forthright as to where temptation comes from.   Temptation, in 

this case, must be understood in the context of temptation to sin.  Temptation 

originates within the heart of man…the devil only encourages it.   

 

2. What is the process?    Slide 7,8 

(Voice and tense very important- middle (self-initiated) or passive (external) 

Man is tempted when our a.a.a.a. own lusts b.b.b.b. draw us away and then we are c.c.c.c. 

enticed. 

 

a. Lust 

Our lusts which are a consequence of our fallen nature and still exist even in one 

that is born again, basically drag us (draw us) into a dark place where we are 



then enticed.       We are all born into sin.  We need to understand that as a 

consequence of the fall of humanity, lust naturally resides within man.   

 

Lust is not always sexual but it always leads to sin.  We usually think of lust when 

we think of sex but you can have a lust for money, power, respect or ANYTHING 

THAT PULLS US AWAY FROM THE LIVING GOD TO PURSUE OUR OWN WILL.   

 

It is any passion built on strong feelings.  The Greek word can be positive or 

negative but a  

 

positive passion will be born from faith whereas a negative passion will be born 

from within our own nature. 

 

b. Drawn away 

Drawn away (dragged away)- from a hunting term meaning to draw out of a 

safe place- IT IS A METAPHOR FOR WHAT HAPPENS WHEN MAN IS DRAWN AWAY 

FROM  THE SAFETY OF GOD’S WILL!   

 

God’s will may not always be comfortable, but it is always RIGHT!  When we 

step outside of His will, we become fair game for the devil! 

 

c. Enticed 

 

Enticed (Gk deleazó) is written in the Middle or Passive voice.  Passive voice 

means that the enticement comes from an outside source.  I will venture to say 

that the enticement comes from Satan…once drawn away from safety, Satan 

place the bait!  Our lust is intensified by Satan's enticement.   

 

3. Lust + Enticement = SIN   SLIDE 9 

So Satan uses our own desires and thoughts to push us past desire to sin.  This is 

the intercourse between Satan and our lust, after which something very strange 

happens.  We become pregnant with an illicit desire.   

 



Once pregnant, once conception occurs, the next step in a logical progression is 

birth.   

 

JAMES INDICATES HERE THAT LUST GIVES BIRTH TO SIN ONCE LUST 

IS COUPLED WITH THE ENTICEMENT OF SATAN!  

 

This is interesting here because James uses this quite graphic analogy to 

illustrate something that happens when we do not stop temptation in its 

tracks.   

      SLIDE 10 

Just like a baby that has been born, that sin is going to grow up!  Sin, once fully 

formed, leads to death.  Paul says in Romans 6:23 that the wages of sin 

is death.   

 

When we practice sin, when we live unrepentantly, the just punishment for that 

is death.  God would be less than Holy to have any other punishment for sin 

than death.   

 

� Nothing New Under the Sun  SLIDE 11 

 

We saw this same scenario play out in Genesis when Satan tempted 

Eve.  There is one difference.  Because Adam and Eve were created in 

perfection, they did not have a fallen nature. Therefore, Satan had to initiate 

the entire situation from start to finish including implanting the lust, enticing 

Eve and eventually leading her to sin by disobeying God. 

 

� Spiritual Birth Control  SLIDE 12 

 

How do we prevent this illicit spiritual pregnancy?  Thank God that there is 

"birth control" in Jesus.  Jesus showed us when He was tempted in the 

wilderness that whenever Satan seeks to entice us away from what God wills, we 

need simply to use God's Word to combat Satan's advances.   

 



When Satan went after Jesus' flesh with things that Jesus knew would not 

endure (bread, pride, kingdoms), Jesus responded with the Words of the 

Spirit.  When Satan offered bread to abate hunger, Jesus replied that man 

should not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the 

mouth of God.   

 

When Jesus was taken up to a high point and tempted to test God and cause 

the angels to come to his rescue (see Psalm 91), Jesus answered again from 

the scriptures, "it is written, "Do not put the Lord your God to the test." 

(Deuteronomy 6:16)    

 

When Jesus was offered the kingdoms made of brick and mortar, that He 

ALREADY OWNED might I add, in exchange for worship of the created being, 

Satan, Jesus said simply that we are to worship God alone!   

 

1. Take up the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God 

Every word that Jesus spoke came from scripture.  EVERY WORD THAT WE 

SPEAK WHEN WE ARE AT WAR WITH SATAN SHOULD COME FROM 

SCRIPTURE: 

 

Ephesians 6:17Ephesians 6:17Ephesians 6:17Ephesians 6:17 (READ)- short sword, machaira (mak-a-heera)- used for 

stabbing; close combat; “used to get revenge” in a figurative sense.  The 

HELMET protects the mind and the sword is an offensive weapon-  

 

2. STOP it in its tracks! (2 Cor 10:4 READ).  Don’t even give that sinful thought a 

chance to marinate!  “Curse them out”, “lust after that man or woman”, “go 

ahead, no one is looking”…whatever it is, TAKE IT CAPTIVE!  Don’t let the 

thought exalt itself ABOVE your obedience to God and to His Word.  

 

Any thought that seeks to exalt itself above God, we are to take it captive to obey 

Christ (2 Cor 10:5).  The second the thought comes in, we are to take it captive 

because a wrong though will incite is to lust which then gives Satan the 

doorway that he needs to come in and entice us.  



 

We are to stop the thought in its tracks and do not give it time to set up, 

impregnate us and eventually lead us to sin.   

 

3. Change our thoughts!  Phillipians 4:8 (READ) 

 

4. Change our minds! Romans 12:1,2 RENEW the mind daily; Feed the mind 

daily with God’s word, the pure milk of the word! 

 

5. RESIST THE DEVIL and he will flee from you.  He has no choice…might not 

flee right away but we have to stay persistent in our resistance.    

 

6. Don’t get arrogant (Galatians 6:1-5)- we should restore those that have 

sinned with love and gentleness, we MUST realize that we will lose some of 

these battles- and TAKE RESPONSIBILITY for the loss!  Turn it over to Jesus 

and Repent!  God will forgive us! 

 

Slide 13 

This is why the Holy Ghost is so important in our lives.   

He is the One that brings all things to our remembrance.   

He is the one that gives us the words to say when we are under attack by the 

enemy (Luke 12:11). 
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The devil 

made me 

do it…



Whatever…

• The devil does not have enough power to 

MAKE us do anything (James 4:7)

• The devil has limited power (Luke 22:31)

• We give him more power than he already has 

(Ephesians 4:27)



What does Scripture say?

• James 1:13-15 "When tempted, no one should 

say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 

but each one is tempted when, by his own 

evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth 

to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives 

birth to death."



Making a Baby

• The process of making a baby:

–Intercourse

–Conception

–Gestation

–Birth



Where does Temptation Originate

• Temptation DOES NOT originate with God

• ONLY Good can come from God

– Bad is ALLOWED because God can turn it into 

something good (Genesis 50:20 READ)!

• Temptation originates WITHIN the heart of 

man



The Temptation Trail

• Tempted- (middle or passive voice) – πειράζεται-

peirazetai – can be a test OR temptation to sin

• Lust -ἐπιθυμίας- epithymias – passionate desire 

(positive or negative)

• Carried away (middle voice or passive) -

ἐξελκόμενος – exelkomenos – drawn out of the 

RIGHT place

• Enticed (middle or passive voice)- (δελεαζό-

deleazo- to bait a hook or set a trap with bait



The Temptation Trail
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Lust + Enticement = SIN

Then, after desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 

full-grown, gives birth to death."



The Rest of the Story
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Nothing New Under the Sun

Genesis 3:1-6 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the 
field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 
"Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 
2The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat; 3but from the fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch 
it, or you will die.'" 4The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will 
not die! 5"For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6When 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make [one] 
wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband 
with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loin coverings. “



Spiritual Birth Control

• Follow the example of Jesus (see Matt 4)

• Take up the sword of the Spirit (Eph 6:17)

• Stop evil thoughts dead in their tracks (2 Cor 
10:4)

• Change what we think about (Phil 4:8)

• Renew our minds (Romans 12:1,2)

• Resist the devil (James 4:7)

• Don’t get arrogant (Gal 6:1-5)



Spiritual Birth Control

• Remember that the devil is a defeated foe (John 

16:11; John 16:33; 1 John 4:4; Colossians 2:14)

• Remember the Holy Ghost

• Brings all things to our remembrance

• Gives us the words to say (Luke 12:11)


