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Old Time Religion 

James 1:27 

 

 What is religion? 

There are many different definitions for religion…  

 

Simple definition: Man's attempt to codify and explain 

God… 

 

COMMON TRAITS 

 

It involves rituals, customs [going to church, mosque, 

synagogue],  

 

Sacred texts [Bible: infallible word of God, with 

everything that we need for faith and practice]  

 

Faith in some higher power [God for us],  

 

Helps us answer questions about life,  

 

Defines good and evil and sets moral boundaries in the 

universe,  
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Brings together people in community… 

 

There are MANY different religions… 

 

James here is specifically speaking of the HOW we 

worship of GOD… 

 

Usually, when we think of religion, we immediately think 

of “The Church” but it is a bit deeper than that… 

 

I need to say something here and I am going to be very 

blunt…all religion ain’t good religion… 

 

When we speak of old time religion, there are some 

caveats that we have to insert because what we are 

seeking is something that has not been corrupted… 

 

Can we be candid for a moment? 

 

Old time religion is not the religion that enslaved my 

ancestors… 

 

That was old time religion but it definitely was not good 

religion!  There is no way that you can subjugate another 
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human being, lynch them, beat them, kill them and THEN 

go sit in a church a pretend that you are worshipping God!   

 

Some lynchings took place AFTER church services!  We 

don’t need that kind of religion!   

 

We need what God prescribes through Jesus…who broke 

down the dividing wall, who erases divisions and who 

says that there is neither male nor female, Jew nor Greek, 

Slave nor Free but in Christ Jesus we are all ONE!   

 

It’s not 50-million denominations either…or being 

hungry for titles and recognition…or segregated… 

 

the Bible says that there is ONE Lord, ONE faith and ONE 

baptism…and ONE God and Father of all who is OVER all, 

who is IN all and THROUGH all! 

 

Old time religion is not the religion that would cause men 

and women to drink poison and pledge allegiance to a 

man... 

 

One of the most fascinating stories in the history of the 

American church- the People’s Temple, led by Jim Jones.  
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They had a wonderful SYSTEM in place.  Very rigid, very 

structured, lots of rituals, even moved to Guyana to start 

a commune…but the leader was self-absorbed, 

narcissistic, a drug addict and a control freak!   

 

All religion ain’t good religion.   

 

Old time religion is not the religion that would put a price 

on indulgences... 

 

The 16th century church put a price tag on sin!  You could 

pay to sin and the church would excuse it!  The money was 

used towards the building of St. Peter’s Cathedral in 

Rome.  The St. Dominic Monks “sold indulgences in the 

streets, market-places and taverns, teaching that every 

contributor, if he paid on his own account, opened to 

himself the gates of heaven, and, if on account of the dead, 

he instantly liberated a soul from purgatory.”1  

 

Tetzel, a monk who led this group, said this: “Our Lord 

God no longer deals with us as God--he has given all 

power to the pope." 

                                                           
1 https://www.biblestudents.com/htdbv5/r553.htm, last accessed 9-2-2018 
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These indulgences spurred Martin Luther to write his 95 

theses… 

 

Old Time religion is not one that would justify or hide 

child molestation! 

 

Jesus teaches us to beware of false prophets who come as 

sheep but inwardly are ravenous wolves!   

 

Paul in Acts 20 knew that savage wolves would come into 

the church and distort the truth, defiling what was set up!   

 

Paul also taught about the ones who distort religion for 

their own gain!  Those who, in his words, worm their 

way into the homes of weak willed women and take 

advantage of them, those who have a form of godliness 

but deny its power, those who are always learning but are 

never coming to the knowledge of the truth!   

 

 

ALL religion is NOT good religion…but James here gives 

us a picture of what Old Time Religion really is! 
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1. It is must be pleasing to God (Verse 27a) 

 

NOTE: He says Undefiled and CLEAN Religion… 

 

The word undefiled gives the idea of an infection…it is not 

localized but rather is spreads…it is UNINFECTED… 

 

Anything that man puts our hands on has the potential to 

get infected…greed, lust, hatred, deception…can creep in! 

 

Unstained and it is Clean...apolitical- it focuses on what 

God desires and not short-term victories! 

 

You know what has these characteristics?  Love!   

 

REAL Love is pure!  REAL Love is clean!  UNINFECTED!   

 

IF we want to please God, we MUST We must love God 

with all our heart, soul, mind and strength! We MUST 

love one another as we love ourselves!   

 

 

The object of religion is to PLEASE God!  James says it is 

before God/in the presence of God…   
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Everything that we do we do before the Lord!   

 

What God sees as true worship and what we present 

could be two totally different things! 

 

In Isaiah 58:2, God says through the prophet:  

 

For day after day they seek me out; 

they seem eager to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that does what is right 

and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 

 

‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 

‘and you have not seen it? 

Why have we humbled ourselves, 

and you have not noticed?’ 

 

GOD’s REPLY: “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as 

you please and exploit all your workers. 

 

4Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 

and in striking each other with wicked fists. 

You cannot fast as you do today 
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and expect your voice to be heard on high. 

 

6“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 

to loose the chains of injustice 

and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

and break every yoke? 

 

James tells us that there are three aspects to what GOD 

sees as true religion! 

 

One is discipline: Previous verse talks about bridling the 

tongue [that takes discipline] [if someone claims they are 

religions but does not bridle their tongue, their religion is 

worthless and their heart is deceived]-  

 

The power of life and death is in the tongue!  We can run 

people away from God with the tongue!  We can slander 

and lie on folks with the tongue! 

 

2. It is relational (Verse 27b) 

 

True religion, Old Time religion…what Jesus left us, 

ought to reflect God!  
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We have to understand that James is writing to converted 

Jewish congregations…and in this culture...widows and 

orphans were important.   

 

If A widow had no sons, she would be destitute.  Orphans 

were in a similar predicament- they are helpless!   

 

God’s idea of religion is one that is concerned with the 

helpless! 

 

Don’t get it twisted, I am not preaching a social gospel, I 

am preaching the same thing that the prophet Micah 

preached… 

 

He said the LORD REQUIRES that we DO justice, LOVE 

mercy and walk humble before Him! 

 

It says that we are to look after the helpless in their 

TRIBULATION!  Everyone who is experiencing 

tribulation has not necessarily brought that tribulation 

on themselves!  The last thing someone needs is a 

speech…we can get to that point, but in their distress, we 

have to be a bridge over troubled water!   
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We often forget about this!  This is why the church should 

remain APOLITICAL!   

 

There are many in Washington who only care about 

MONEY and could care less if those who are less fortunate 

in our society perish!  GOD says that we are to look after 

those who are helpless! 

 

We do not govern the church based on the laws of man 

but rather on the WORD of God!   

 

Pure and undefiled religion before God is not polluted 

with the thoughts and ideas of all of these different 

ideologies but rather has the fingerprints of God all over 

it!   

 

When Jesus fed the 5,000, he had COMPASSION on them 

because he saw that they were like a sheep without a 

shepherd! 

 

Old time religion is like Acts 4 religion…IT IS 

RELATIONAL 
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We fellowshipped with one another, we shared 

resources, we cared, the  Church has a huge 

responsibility in the community and to each other... 

 

IT is communal and relational and compassionate!   

 

The church has done a great job of proclaiming but we 

also must be a presence!  I thank God that Grace knows 

something about having a presence-about meeting needs!   

 

I thank God that we know something about love and 

compassion!  We will continue to lift up Jesus and 

everything else stays on the other side of the door! 

 

Isaiah 58… 

 

This is what God says he desires… 

 

7Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe them, 

and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 

 



Page 12 of 14 

 

WHEN WE ARE OBEDIENT TO THE WORD OF 

GOD…THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS 

 

8Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing will quickly appear; 

then your righteousness will go before you, 

and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 

9Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 

you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 

 

 

3. It is personal (Verse 27c) 

 

 Not only is Old Time Religion…True religion 

compassionate, but it is also personal  

 

James says that before God, what religion is to God is to 

keep oneself spotless from the WORLD… 

 

This is a different word used here than undefiled…it is 

literally morally pure… 

 

The world has a way of corrupting everything that it 

touches… 
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We know that God demands holiness…because God 

Himself is holy… 

 

BUT James is not talking about being perfectly 

sinless…but rather to draw a line between ourselves and 

the world!   

 

There are two, co-existent kingdoms [kingdom of God 

and the kingdom of the prince of the power of the air] and 

therefore, we have to choose which kingdom we live in! 

 

He says to keep ONESELF…this is personal!  This is what 

God desires…a PERSONAL relationship with each and 

every one of us!   

 

IT is not necessarily about religion but about 

relationship!  

 

JESUS creates relationship!  Jesus creates a desire for 

obedience!  Jesus creates a desire for oneness with Him! 

 

The beauty of this is that we have some antibiotics to fight 

the world’s infection…DR. JESUS has prescribed the 

transforming power of the Holy Spirit!  
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The Holy Spirit who cleanses us by the washing of 

regeneration, who cleanses us by the washing of water 

with the Word…who cleanses us by the renewing of our 

minds!  The way to keep the world’s influence out is to 

have the mind of Christ! 

 


