
Old BUT Reliable 

Revelation 3:10 

We know from last week that John wrote Revelation as on the 

isle of Patmos, in a cave.  The vividness of the descriptions given 

by John is a testament to the power of God!  John says that he 

was in the Spirit- so the entire book of Revelation (apocalypse, 

unveiling) was written while John was having a divine out of 

body experience.  He was spoken to directly by Christ, and he 

recorded the words of Christ. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 are comprised of letters written to the seven 

churches of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey), whom Jesus refers 

to as the seven lampstands; really meant as a universal appeal to 

the church (body of Christ) in general: 

 

The church at Philadelphia was a healthy church.  Philadelphia 

was the oldest of the seven churches and the most reliable!   

 

Reminds me of my Hyundai.  Folks always ask me when I am 

going to upgrade it and get something new.  NEVER…It’s old but 

it’s reliable!  If it AIN’T BROKE, DON’T FIX IT!  Before I got the 

Hyundai, I had a Dodge Stratus…Danielle used to say, “you need 

something nicer” and my reply was always the same…”Why?  As 

long as it gets me from AB, I am good!   

 



See, sometimes we write off old as obsolete but that is not always 

the case.  Sometimes, old means that you’ve withstood every test 

and you are still standing! 

 

We ought to strive to be an old, reliable church.  No matter what 

is going on in the world, we should stand firm on God’s Word.  

 

Jesus will reward the old reliable church… 

1. Jesus reminds and reassures (Verse 7) 

Look at the titles that Jesus uses for Himself here. He is 

reminding the church of His supremacy AND of this ability to 

grant whatever He says He will!   

 “holy One” (He is pure and undefiled; also, the demons know 

this name well…the Holy one of Israel),  

the true one [demonstrating his fidelity to His mission] and   

“the one having the key of David”- This is important for 

several reasons. 

a. It speaks to the eternality of Jesus [having- perpetually] 

b. It speaks to the ability of God to fulfill prophecy- Isaiah 

22:22, God says that Eliakim, who was a servant of Hezekiah, 

and who stood toe-to-toe with the Assyrians when Senacharib 

wanted to invade Judah, would be given the Key of house of 

David… 



c. It speaks to a promise of Christ- The Key of David = ACCESS 

to the city of David…   

d. It speaks to the authority of Christ- when He opens a door, 

no one is able to close it!  When he closes a door, no one is able 

to open it!   

 

When he judges, who can reverse it?  When he forgives, who 

can reverse it?  When he loves, who can stop it?  When he 

blesses, who can overturn it?   

 

2. The Old, Reliable church is honored by Jesus [Verse 15] 

He says I have known your works 

I have placed before you a door that I have opened [recall, the 

Key of David]  

Place and Know both in prefect tense- past action/present 

results- now, in his words to this church, this is reassurance and 

confidence in them!  The works have BEEN known and the open 

door has BEEN in place… 

 

Jesus was pleased with this church…this church was a jewel in 

His crown… 

 I pray that Jesus is pleased with Grace.   

 



This is WHY He was pleased… 

1. You have a little power: You are not a church of great ability; 

you are not the mega church with all the bells and whistles; you 

are not the newest gadget in capturing members…BUT YOU ARE 

RELIABLE! 

2. You have kept my word…which is more important?  Looking 

good, looking fancy or being obedient?   

Isaiah 1:10:11 “Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; 

listen to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 

11“The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?” says 

the Lord. “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams 

and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of 

bulls and lambs and goats. 

John 14:23, “If anyone loves me, He will keep my word; and My Father 

will love him and WE will come to him and make OUR abode with 

Him.  Jesus says Himself that if we love Him, we will keep His word and 

then we will have the PRESENCE OF THE TRIUNE God living 

within us!   

 

3. You have NOT denied my name…why is this important?  

Because there were two points of persecution here…the 

synagogue here in Philadelphia and the Imperial Cult- if you did 

not call Domitian God, you died… 

 

This sounds familiar today!  We don’t serve an emperor or a 

president or a party…we serve the true and living God!   



Even with a little power, God can use you!  Because the Holy 

Spirit gives strength to the weak! 

Verse 9 

Even with a little power, Jesus can make our enemies into our 

footstool…He will always be vindicated! 

 

3. Jesus promises to protect the Old, Reliable Church from 
(Verses 10) 

He says, plainly, because you’ve kept the word of My 

perseverance…Remember, Jesus says in Matthew 24:13, the one 

who endures to the end, he will be saved… 

 

He says, you have done this and therefore you will be protected 

when the time of testing comes upon the whole world.   

Peter says that God preserved Noah, while the flood was 

happening to the rest of the world, He saved Lot when Sodom 

and Gomorrah was destroyed THEN… 

 

2 Peter 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from 

temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for 

the day of judgment…” 

 

Does this mean that the old, reliable church will be raptured up?  

Maybe that is what the open door is!  Does it mean the church 



will simply be buffeted!  It could be either!  Jesus can do 

whatever He pleases! 

I don’t like to argue about pre-tribulation/post-tribulation…I just 

want to be in the number that is KEPT- the remnant! 

 

4. Jesus will reward the Old Reliable church (Verses 11-13) 

He says to the church, hold on to what you have so that no one 
can take it! 

 

Satan loves taking Christians DOWN!  He loves to tempt us away 
from God and into mess! 

 

He says I am coming quickly…we don’t know the day or the hour 
but we know that He is coming… 

 

He says I will make you a pillar in the temple of My God… 

 

Philadelphia was located in an area known for earthquakes.  
How awesome is it to be a PILLAR?!  The ground can quake and 
shake but the pillar doesn’t move!  Jesus promised a new city 
with NO EARTHQUAKES!  

 

The Old Reliable church has Timex power…the ground might be 
shaking; the earth might be rumbling…BUT GOD IS KEEPING 
US! 

  

Stay steadfast and I will put my stamp on you, and make you a 
citizen of a New city! 

 



Amazing how the name of Jesus fits what we need!  You need an 

open door, He is the key of David, you need the waters to be still, He is 

the Lord of all, you need a doctor, he is the great physician, you need a 

lawyer, He is the advocate!  There is POWER in the name of Jesus!  


