
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did I 

do wrong? 

Why is this 

happening?   

Do I have 

unconfessed sin 

in my life?   

How long do 

I have to wait 

on God?? 
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I. The Problem 

A. The world is held in bondage to sin and its effects! (Romans 8:18-24; Genesis 3:8-17; 22-24) 

 

a. The creation (world and everything in it) longs to be set free from bondage to sin. 

 

b. God “allows” this situation in order to put a longing in the hearts of all creation to 

reunite with Him [See also Acts 17:24-27; Ecclesiastes 

 

c. The “creation” is separate from the “children of God” 

 

II. Questions, Questions, Questions…  

 

A. Are Issues the result of the condition of the world? 

 a. The man born blind  

 b. The woman with the issue of blood  

 

B. Are Issues the result of my own personal sins? 

 a. The man at Bethesda 

 b. King Saul 

 c. Ahab (ripple effect) 

 

C. Are issues being used to test my faith? 

 a. Job 

 

D. Are issues being used to humble me? 

 a. Saul of Tarsus (Paul) 

 b. The Apostle Peter 

 

III. What is the solution? 

 

A. The solution for the condition of the world 

 a. Trust that Jesus can overcome the effects of sin! 

  

B. The solution for my personal sins 

 a. Trust that Jesus can forgive my sins! 

 

C. The solution for the testing of my faith 

 a. Trust that Jesus can lead me through any test! 
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A. The Condition of the World: The Man Born Blind (John 9:1-8) 

 

What is the issue: Physical blindness  

 

When did it start?  The man was BORN blind. (Verse 1) 

  

What is the cause of the issue? The condition of the world (Verse 2) 

Sickness in this culture was linked to sin 

 

What came out of Christ’s intervention? 

 1. God was glorified through this miracle (Verse 3) 

 2. This miracle was a witness to the deity of Jesus Christ (Verse 35) 

3. This miracle was a witness to Jesus Christ’s ability to give LIGHT and thus SIGHT [John 

8:12] 

 4. Unprecedented miracle [verse 32] 

5. The miracle brought the man to faith (Verse 7 [obedience]; Verses 8-12; 16,17 

{sinner…prophet}, verse 25; Verse 38]  

 

What is the physical significance?  Jesus Christ has the power to cure ANY malady.  He is the 

great physician.  He is the great miracle worker. 

 

What is the spiritual significance?   [John 9:26-41]- the man was born blind, we are all born 

blind spiritually- we do not receive the “light of life” until we meet Jesus; Siloam [the sent one; 

the prophet]  

 

Jesus Christ is the LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

 

Jesus Christ is the CURE FOR BLINDNESS, Spiritual and Physical 

 

 

B. The Condition of the World: The Woman with the Issue of Blood (Luke 8:40-48) 

 

What is the issue: Hemorrhage/ Uncontrollable bleeding  

 

When did it start?  The woman was bleeding for 12 years; no one could heal her [wow!!]; 

Possibly a menstrual condition (cervical cancer?)  

  

What is the cause of the issue? The condition of the world…there was no other reason other 

than her body was rebelling because EVERYTHING is in rebellion!  SHE WAS SICK BUT THERE 

WAS NO ROOT CAUSE!  

 

What came out of Christ’s intervention? 

 1. Boldness of faith (unclean) [verse 44] Taking a risk to get to Jesus- a. was not 

supposed to make contact with a man who is not her husband [Jewish custom] and b. was 
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supposed to be confined to her house [EVERYTHING SHE TOUCHED WAS CONSIDERED 

UNCLEAN] – Leviticus 15:20,23; 27].  THIS WAS NOT HER FAULT!  

  

She is before the religious leaders [Jairus is the ruler of the synagogue]; AND THE 

TOWN ELDERS [customary for elders and statesmen to greet honored guests] 

   

JAIRUS had a problem too…would his religiosity make him shun the woman? 

He did not pay any mind to the woman…A CRISIS + CHRIST WILL BREAK DOWN WALLS!! 

  

2. Jesus shows his willingness to associate with the unclean [he did not regard her condition] 

 

3. Freedom from oppression of society- society’s labels did not matter anymore!  No longer 

considered unclean; no longer restricted in her daily life! 

  

4. Became intimate with Jesus through “touching” Him.  See Luke 6:19 [crowds were there, 

they were touching but NO POWER left Him…then the woman with need touched Him and 

power went out from Him!  HE HAS TO TOUCH US IN ORDER FOR US TO BE MADE WHOLE! 

   

How do we touch Him now?  Through our FAITH!  Hebrews 11:6 [faith is the language   

that we communicate with God through! 

 

What is the physical significance?  Jesus Christ has the power to cure ANY malady.  He is the 

great physician.  He is the great miracle worker.  Our infirmities DO NOT make Him unclean! 

 

What is the spiritual significance?   [Luke 8:45] 

 

This woman was considered UNCLEAN by societal standards!  She risked making the honored 

guest unclean!  She was not allowed to touch anyone!  There is no one who is too UNCLEAN for 

Jesus; no one can make Jesus unclean [immune to spiritual uncleanness and physical 

uncleanness]; just came from a region where 2000 pigs were!   

 

C. My Own Personal Sins: The Man at Bethesda (John 5:1-17) 

 

Big Picture Read verses 1-8 

 

The pool is a snapshot of humanity 

 -humanity is sick with sin 

-We have all been paralyzed, blind, invalid, impotent- because of the effects of sin in our 

lives! (38 years) 

-We have all lay on a mat of self-pity, excusing our sins away  

 

BUT THEN ONE DAY, THOSE OF US THAT ARE SAVED MET THIS MAN NAMED JESUS! 
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What came out of Christ’s intervention? 

1. Jesus Meets Us where We are (Verse 1) 

Bethesda= “house of mercy” 

Jesus is NOT afraid to come and hang out at the pool where folks are dying 

Jesus is NOT afraid to confront the power of sin 

Jesus is NOT afraid to DO SOMETHING miraculous in the life of one that does not 

deserve it 

2. We MUST BE active participants in Christ work in our lives (Verse 6) 

*Let go and let God (Jerry Bridges author of “The Transforming Power of the Gospel)…well this 

is true however there are certain instances where we must be actively engaged! 

*If Jesus says get up…WE have to get up 

*If Jesus says GO here or there…WE have to go with our own two legs 

(Verse 6) Jesus says to the man: DO YOU DESIRE TO BE MADE WELL! 

Jesus knew of this man’s condition and how long he had been sick 

*Active voice [subject performs the action]: (“Desire”)- are you willing to come 

out of your current situation 

*Will you be an active participant?  Has this thing beat all the life out of you?  Do 

you have anything left?  Do you have enough steam left to trust Me? 

*Middle voice [in the best interest of the one being acted on]: (to be [verb] “get 

well”) – I am making my BEST offer; it is YOUR best interest to take advantage of 

it! 

3. Jesus is the giver of second chances! 

- Jesus says in essence, DO YOU WANT A SECOND CHANCE? 

- Second chance is PERSONAL: do YOU… [Revelation  3:20- behold I stand at the door and 

knock] 

- Second chance is IMMEDIATE: Verse7-8: “Get up”…(After all of the excuses “while I am 

coming”- verse 7- [38 years, if he moved a little but every year he could have been IN 
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THE POOL- has been “on his way” – anyone in here familiar with that?  “I’m on my 

way”… 

Jesus says…[GET UP) – Verse 9- “Immediately” 

Every healing that Jesus ever did was immediate- let’s look at this from the Spirit’s perspective; 

The payment for our sins was immediate!  When we accept Christ, we are spiritually healed 

from that moment!  No matter what the past held, his death, his blood covers PAST, PRESENT 

and FUTURE! 

But my body is still broken down- may be, but in the Spirit, you are made anew, BORN AGAIN!  

Given a new nature; Justified; Reconciled; Set free! 

 

4. Second chance does not mean that we will NOT need a 3
rd

: The bible says he “began to 

walk”- was it wobbly?  We don’t know but when Jesus picks us up, we have to understand that 

the road will be rocky, we won’t always get it right but we are redeemed! 

Spiritual Significance: Sin has consequences (Verse 14): “See you are well”  This indicates that 

the man’s condition was a result of something in his life- we don’t know what it was but it 

obviously separated him from God’s best for him [Isaiah 59:2].   

� SOMETIMES WE CREATE OUR OWN BAD WEATHER! 

The question is this?  Are we willing to continue walking in the light or are we content 

to simply get up?   

Philippians 3:14 “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus “Press” Greek- DIOKO- aggressively chase; that is an active verb- we must 

continue to pursue Jesus, we must continually be conformed into His image! 

Ephesians 4:21-23 “If so be that you have heard him, and have been taught by him, as 

the truth is in Jesus: That you put off concerning the former conversation the old man, 

which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your 

mind…  “Put off” Greek apotithémi - ap-ot-eeth'-ay-mee- lay aside- middle voice- best 

interest for you to do this! 
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D. My Own Personal Sins: King Saul 

King Saul has an interesting story 

The people clamored for a king and Saul was the 1
st

 king of Israel.  Why did they desire a king?  

They were looking to MAN rather than GOD [1 Sam 8:7-9] [8:18-22] 

� ASIDE: NO MAN can do for us what God can.  It is God who empowers.  We seek after 

people rather than seeking after God…that will always be disastrous!   

 

God chose Saul for the people but He also warned the people of the consequences of having a 

king [8:10-19,20; 10:17-19]- in other words, MAN WILL CONSTSANTLY TAKE FROM YOU AND 

ABUSE HIS AUTHORITY…BUT GOD IS GIVING! 

 

Interestingly, how he met up with Samuel- the judge/prophet; Saul was looking for his father’s 

lost donkeys [1 Sam 9:3-9; 15-24]  [NOTE the reverence for the prophet…”we don’t have  a 

gift”] 

 

Saul was anointed king by Samuel [9:27-10:1-7] Emphasis on verse 6; one of the few people of 

the Old Testament to actually experience the Holy Spirit [11:5-7] 

 

1 Samuel 10:9-11 [no one can truly serve God except their heart be changed]; his change was 

noticeable!  

 

Saul looked the part [taller than the rest, choice and handsome- the most handsome man in 

Israel]; NOT ready for service [did not tell his uncle about the conversation with Samuel, hid 

when presented to the people] 

 

What is the issue? Self-destructive behavior; eventual destruction 

 

When did it start?  WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS MAN?  Began reign at 30; reigned 42 years; 1 

Samuel 13:8-10 

 

What is the cause of the issue? Personal disobedience, impatience and foolishness 

 

What are some outcomes that result from Saul’s disobedience? 
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1.  Cursed because he usurped the role of the prophet [1 Sam 13:11-14] [see 9:11-14, he knew 

the rules];  

 

OUTCOME: Lost the opportunity to do lasting work for God 

 

2. Saul caused his people to sin against God [1 Sam 14:24; 29; 31-33]-  

 

OUTCOME: Made poor decisions that affected others 

  

3. Saul blatantly disobeyed God to satisfy his own personal desires [1 Sam 15:3; 8,9] – There 

had to be a reason that God did this!  Could God not provide more if necessary?  Whatever God 

removes, He is able to replace!   

 

He did not want to OWN UP to his sin; he tried to RATIONALIZE it away!  [15:12-15; 17-21—the 

people…really?  You’re the KING!] Verse 20- partial obedience is not obedience at all! 

 

OUTCOME: GOD was grieved at his actions: 15:10;  35  

He was subsequently rejected by God as king Verse 22-23 WOW! 

 

God desires obedience, not sacrifice! 

 

4.  False worship: 15:24-31 

 

5. Loss of fellowship/communion with God [1 Sam 16:13,14a]- our sins have real consequences- 

if we continue in disobedience! 

  

6. No peace: [1 Samuel 16:14b] – an evil spirit from God?  HEAVEN is the dominion of God, all 

spirits are subject to Him; God did not create evil, but because of free will, the POTENTIAL for 

evil exists—when we read Ephesians 6 about wickedness in high places; while they cannot 

REMAIN in His presence, they can be used as punishment/judgment instruments! 
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NOTE: the only relief that came to Saul was when David (God’s anointed) played the 

harp 

 

7. Saul was eventually driven mad and sought to kill David [1 Sam 18:8-12] 

 

8. Saul sank to the depths of depravity [1 Sam 28:6-11] 

 

What is the spiritual significance?   [1 Samuel 16:1] 

 

Pride always precedes destruction 

 

Continuous, willful disobedience to the command of God leads to rejection by God 

 

What do we see as well…JESUS.  Saul made way for David…the Savior had to come from the line 

of David!  Jesus had to come from the tribe of Judah not Benjamin.  God had a bigger plan in 

place. 

 

E. My Own Personal Sins: King Ahab (1 Kings 16-22) 

 

We know the story of Ahab well.  He was king of Israel- the northern kingdom.   

 

Kingdoms split because of the sin of the “sons of Solomon” 

 

Biblically, northern kingdom and southern kingdom were very different.  The southern 

kingdom, Judah, where Christ is derived from, was a little more conservative although they had 

their faults.  The Northern kingdom, Israel, capital was Samaria, racially mixed; more loose; 

more idolatrous.   

 

What is the issue? Self-destructive behavior; eventual destruction  

 

When did it start?  From the time he became king…1 Sam 16:29 

 

What is the cause of the issue? PRIDE, ARROGANCE and FOOLISHNESS 

 

Willful sin is simply me saying, “I don’t care what God says…this feels good to me and I am 

going to DO IT!”  It is motivated by pride! 

 

What are some outcomes that result from Ahab’s disobedience? 
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 1. People’s hearts were turned away from God [1 Kings 16:31] 

  

2. People became relaxed regarding the commands of God [1 Kings 16:31; Joshua 6:26] 

 

3. The land was put in drought for 3 years [ consider the significance- agricultural society 

with NO WATER! 

  

4. AHAB was eventually KILLED [2 Kings 22 29-37] – we cannot hide from God’s 

judgment; we cannot overthrow God’s judgment!  IF we willingly disobey God, we open 

ourselves up for His judgment. 

 

NOTE: Even with his disguise, his weakness was discovered!  God knows everything.  We 

cannot disguise anything-  

 

That breach in Ahab’s armor lets me know that sin will leave a breach in the armor and death 

can have its way! 

  

What is the spiritual significance?   [1 Kings 17:1; 22:6; 22:15-23] 

 

My personal sins can cause a ripple effect [1 Kings 17:1] 

 

� Unwillingness to confront my personal sins can lead to seeking refuge among those who 

only scratch my ears; seek refuge apart from God to avoid dealing with the problem [1 

Kings 22:6].  

 

� Unwillingness to confront my personal sins can lead to being deluded to believe the lies 

of the devil! [1 Kings 22:15-23  [2 Thess 2:10-13] 

 

� The Lord is not slow as some count slowness…2 Peter 3:9 

� The Lord does not delight in the destruction of the wicked Ezekiel 33:11 [we also have a 

responsibility IF LED BY GOD…to warn those who are in blatant disobedience! [see 33:8] 

 

F. Are my issues being used to test my faith?  

 

Job lost everything. Satan was allowed to test him. Satan attacked his entire life, and every 

material possession that he had. His children were killed, his livestock were killed, and 

everything he owned was destroyed.  

 

Satan will attack everything when he cannot get to his prime target. We know that God was still 

in control because God restored all that Job had lost.  

 

Job highlights:  
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1. The futility of a life lived without God (what would his trial had led to if he had gone 

through it alone?) 

2. The need for answers in difficult times (we need to make sense of things) 

What is the issue?  Intense testing brought on by a satanic attack. 

 

When did it start?  Satan was given permission to test Job [Job 1:6-20 

(see also Luke 22:31) 

 

What is the cause of the issue?  Job was blameless in God’s sight.  His FAITH was tested. 

 

What can Job teach us? 

1. God will not allow us to be tempted past our breaking point!  Temptation is not 

always “sexual” – the temptation to reject God in hard times is real!  This is was Satan is 

after!  “He will curse you to your face” 

 

 

2.  The need for a mediator Job [9:33].  Job represented one who would not rebel 

against God because of his afflictions.  Job understood that rebellion would be doubly 

painful because not only would he continue to endure affliction at the hands of Satan, 

he would also incur God’s wrath as a consequence of his rebellion! Job’s suffering was 

not because of God’s wrath nor because of his own sin-God said that Job was 

“blameless and that he shunned evil”.   What we actually see within Job’s suffering is 

God’s grace and mercy.  God allowed Job to be tested but he did not allow Satan to kill 

Job.  

 

 God’s mercy and grace towards the righteous is this: WHEN THE DEVIL DESIRES TO SIFT US AS 

WHEAT, JESUS HAS ALREADY PRAYED FOR US!   

Job points to something profound- [READ Job 9:33].  Here I’m certain that Job was speaking of a 

mediator from a judicial perspective [prosecutor vs defense] but it points to something deeper 

than that. Job demonstrates the need for an intercessor between man and God! 

� 1 Timothy 2:5,6- there is one God and one mediator between God and man, the man 

Jesus Christ 

 

� Hebrews 7:25 says that Christ lives perpetually to make intercession for us 

JESUS DID JUST WHAT THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE SUGGESTS- HE LAID HIS HANDS ON 

SINFUL HUMANITY AND ON GOD AND BECAME A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE TWO!   

 

He has reconciled us through his death in the flesh and made us heirs to the promises of God! 
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3. Affirm our faith in hard times [we need to remind ourselves that God is in control of 

our situation 

 

a. He understood that ANYTHING THAT WE HAVE IS A BLESSING FROM GOD AND 

NOTHING IS GUARANTEED JOB 1:20 

   

b. “Shall we accept good from God and not adversity?”  Job 2:9-10 

 

c. “I know my redeemer lives” Job 19:25-27  

 

d. “pure gold” Job 23:8-12 

  

 

4. Do not multiply your words without understanding what you are saying [Job 38:1-3; 

Job 40:1-8]- 74 questions total 

 

NOTE- God spoke out of the whirlwind; God was right there in the midst of Job’s 

storm…God is not distant but near; He is an ever present help! 

 

The problem was not Job’s anger, it was the direction of his anger!  Job’s anger caused 

him to make irrational statements about God 

 

All of us have been here before…WE CANNOT ALLOW OUR ANGER MOVE US TO 

CONTEND WITH GOD! 

 

I do not want to be the enemy of God- then I have no plan B; Without God my storm is 

terminal! 

 

5. God is ALWAYS right Job 42:1-6 

 

God did not fall for Satan's trick. Satan tried to get God to punish Job although God had 

called Job blameless. God does not punish those who are not guilty 

 

What is the spiritual significance?    

1. We WILL face tests as long as we live; See John 16:33 

 

2. We grow through tribulation- we become complete; James 1:2-4; Romans 5:3-5 

 

3. Our faith, when found to be genuine is more precious than anything!  [1Peter 1:3-9] 

 

4. God is able to replace whatever we lose…Job 42:10 

 

CLOSE: 
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Surround yourself with people who have correct theology about who God is [Job 37:14-24]! 

 

Elihu was the only friend who gave Job some perspective 

 

1. We don’t always understand what God is doing… 

2. We need to realize that God is sovereign (see 37:13) 

3. We need to realize that God is just- if suffering is not related to sin then it is related to 

growth! (37:23) 

4. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (37:24) 

 

The bible says that Elihu had a beef with Job’s friends because for all of their accusations, they 

didn’t have an answer.  He also had a beef with Job because Job justified himself rather than 

God. 

ELIHU WAS THE FRIEND THAT BROUGHT JOB BACK TO HIS SENSES.  We all need this friend in 

our lives that will not allow you to sit in a pity party and that will tell you when your words have 

gone too far. 

 

Elihu took the focus of Job’s argument off of God being his enemy and put it on the fact that 

God is sovereign!  He took the focus off of whose fault this was and reminded Job of who was in 

control!   

 

G. Are my issues being used to humble me? The apostle Paul 

 

Thinking this morning, humility only comes through suffering; whenever the bible speaks of 

humility, there is some form of suffering or denial associated with it 

 

Jesus says in Luke 18:14 whoever HUMBLES himself will be exalted and whoever EXALTS himself 

will be humbled! 

 

Humble is in the active voice [I do it myself] for the one who humbles himself- who recognizes 

his inferiority to the Almighty God! 

 

Humble is in the passive voice [someone/something does it for me] for the one who must BE 

humbled by the Almighty God! 

 

There are several other verses that speak to this humility: 

 

Luke 14:10 “"When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 

honor, for someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him, 9and he who 

invited you both will come and say to you, 'Give your place to this man,' and then in disgrace 

you proceed to occupy the last place. 10"But when you are invited, go and recline at the last 
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place, so that when the one who has invited you comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up 

higher'; then you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the table with you” 

 

Galatians 6:3 “Anyone who thinks he is something when he is nothing deceives himself” 

 

1 Corinthians 10:12 “Therefore let anyone who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall…” 

 

Penned by the same author, one who had to fall in order to see how Jesus was going to use him 

and how arrogant he really was! 

 

What is the issue?  Suffering for the name of Jesus Christ 

 

When did it start?  Paul was a Pharisee.  Jesus intervened when He was headed to Damascus.   

 

What is the cause of the issue?  The Lord chose Paul as His instrument.  The Lord chose Paul to 

suffer for His name’s sake. 

 

What was Paul’s past like? (Acts 8:1-3; Acts 9:1,2) 

 

A. Complicit in the murder of Stephen and MANY Christians 8:1 

 

B. Persecutor of the church 8:2,3 [violent aggressor 1 Tim 1:16-21] 

 

C. Acted under the authority of the high priest 9:1,2  

 

What was Paul’s pedigree? (Philippians 3:1-6) 

 

A. Distinct Israelite heritage 

 

B. A Pharisee regarding the Law 

 

C. Devout Jew 

 

D. Well educated under Gamaliel [Acts 22:3] 

 

What was Paul’s life like AFTER he met Jesus? (2 Cor 11:21-29) 

 

His thought process was revolutionary in many ways but exactly what Jesus desires: 2 Timothy 

4:17,18; See Acts 14:22 Suffered a great loss for the Kingdom of God. His faith was 

monumental.  His life was epic; and he did all things through Christ and not himself. 

 

A. Initially accepted with skepticism (Acts 9:13; 20,21) 

 

B. Imprisoned three times 
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Once with Silas (Acts 16); Once in Rome 60AD and again in 66AD; Wrote the “prison 

letters”-  

 

C. Was martyred in 66AD under the reign of Emperor Nero. 

 

  

What is the spiritual significance of this? 

 

A. Paul wrote 48% of the New Testament 

 

The spiritual significance of Paul's humbling experiences, Paul wrote and articulated in probably 

the most clear form several very important Christian doctrines.  

 

1. Paul wrote about the incarnation of Jesus Christ becoming man while maintaining his deity 

in Philippians 2:6-8; Colossians 2:9.  

 

2. Paul wrote about the doctrine of salvation by grace in Ephesians 2:8,9.  

 

3. The doctrine of substitutionary atonement and Colossians chapter 1:21-23 2 Corinthians 

5:21; Romans 3:23-25.  

 

4. Paul wrote about justification by faith and Romans chapters 2,3, 4 (Romans 4:13-5:2  

 

5. Paul reinforced the teaching about the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of 

our bodies 1 Corinthians 15:12-22; Romans 6:8-11 

 

6. Paul wrote about the second coming of Jesus Christ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

 

7. Paul gives us our blueprint for daily living  

A. Live with the Holy Spirit constantly renewing the mind 

a. Romans 12:1-2 BE transformed and not conformed (See also John 17) 

b. Ephesians 4:20-24; and 5:1-5 

 B. Live with excellent conduct 

  a. Romans 12:9-21 

  b. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 

 C. We are to live crucified lives (see Mark 8:34) 

  a. Galatians 2:20; Galatians 5:24; Romans 6:4 

   

8. Paul taught us what to expect from those in spiritual authority in the pastoral letters 

A. 1st and 2nd Timothy  

 

9. Paul taught us what we believe about spiritual gifts  

1st Corinthians 12, 14 also Romans 12:3-8  
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10. Paul taught us about HOW the Spirit of God operates in us and through us  

A. We are to walk BY the Spirit 

a. Galatians 5:16-18; Romans 8:4 

B. We are reminded by the Spirit that we are CHILDREN of God 

 a. Romans 8:16 

C. We pray in/by the Spirit [HOW did Jesus pray??  THY WILL BE DONE- that is 

submission of His will to the Father’s will!] 

 a. Romans 8:26; Ephesians 6:18 

D. We bear fruit BECAUSE of the Spirit 

 a. Galatians 5:22 

 

B. Paul was humbled by his experiences 

 

Philippians 3:7-16; 2 Cor 12:7 

 

 

C. God OPPOSES the proud but gives GRACE to the humble 

 

D. God used Paul’s life to spread the gospel throughout the known world (Acts 28:30,31) 

 

Paul preached and spread the gospel to many different regions 

He was protected when necessary; He was sent away in haste when necessary; He converted 

MANY people to Christianity [Jailer/ family, Lydia/family]; He mentored Timothy, Barnabas 

He reprimanded Peter in Galatians 2:14; He preached to ANYONE who would listen [1 Cor 9:22] 

 

Paul was able to go to Rome and preach to Caesar- 23:11 was flogged and made a point to 

emphasize his Roman citizenship and asked for an opportunity to speak to the emperor- spoke 

to SEVERAL high officials [Felix, Festus, Agrippa] en route to Rome 

 


