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“I’ll Leave You With This” 

John 13:35 

 

In the text, Jesus is getting ready to depart from His disciples.  

They were having their last meal together and Jesus is giving 

them their final instructions.   

 

Jesus is prophesying is death and he says in verse 31.  He says 

that the Son of Man is glorified and God (the Father) is glorified 

in Him. 

 

Interesting it is written as a present tense but actually is a past 

tense verb! 

 

This moment was destined from all eternity.  He is the lamb who 

slain from BEFORE the foundation of the world.  His 

glorification in this case would be His crucifixion.   

 

Jesus says in John 17:1 that the hour has come, glorify Your Son 

that Your Son may glorify you!  He says in the same chapter, 

glorify me with the glory that I had with you from before the 

world began! 
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We talked last week, exaltation is not always something 

beautiful- but is always what God desires to bring glory to 

Himself.   

 

Then he shifts to the future tense.  He says in verse 32 (READ) 

God WILL glorify Him immediately… 

 

In other words, on the third day, He will GET UP and do so 

gloriously and with ALL power in His hands! 

 

Juxtapose the crucifixion and the resurrection and see that 

sometimes you have to GO DOWN for God’s glory but when the 

story is completed, God will RAISE you back up! 

 

Again, Jesus is talking about His departure and he says in verse 

33… 

 

We know that Acts 1 tells us that Jesus ascended into the clouds 

before His disciples.  We know that He was going back to the 

Father, back to His seat at the right hand of the Father.   

 

He says, I’m going, you can’t go, BUT I HAVE SOMETHING FOR 

YOU TO DO… 
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1. He leaves a NEW command (Verse 34a) 

 

Jesus says I give you a new command…he said the law and the 

prophets are summed up by the following…Love the Lord your 

God with ALL your heart, soul, mind and strength…AND…love 

your neighbor as you love yourself. 

 

What is this command? 

Jesus says to love one another…but then He tells us how…as I 

have loved you! 

 

What does that mean?  How did He love?   

 

He loved sacrificially!  He GAVE HIMSELF for us! 

 

He loved actively!  He DEMONSTRATED His love in that while 

we were yet sinners, He died for us! 

 

He loved without judgment… FOR GOD SO LOVED the WORLD; 

Romans 5 says that GOD DEMONSTRATED HIS love for us in 

that WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS…Christ died for us. 
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He even loved His enemies…”  Father forgive them for they know 

not what they do…” 

 

Keep in mind, Jesus is saying this and talking about love as one 

of His disciples has just left to betray Him.  Jesus is teaching His 

disciples that LOVING is a personal choice and we have to 

 

And Jesus says that we ought to love one another just like this!  

How do we do that?  In ourselves, we cannot but through the 

Holy Spirit, we can!  1 John 4:7 says “Love comes from God”…the 

ability to love comes from God too!   

 

Today, we need to pray for LOVE!  Without it, we are going to 

you know where in a handbasket! 

 

2. There is specificity in the command of Jesus (Verse 35a) 

BY THIS- there is a demonstrative pronoun that is pointing to 

something specific…NOTE that it is pointing both forward and 

backward.   

It points to His previous statement in verse 34 AND it points into 

the future to what Jesus is about to say! 

3. He leaves a command that has a witness attached to it (Verse 

35) 

Did you know that love for one another is a way to determine IF 

we are in Christ? 
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1 John 3:14 says that we KNOW that we have passed from death 

unto life IF we have love for the brethren.  The Bible says he who 

does not love abides in death!   

 

The CHURCH has failed at times…there is more division in the 

church than ever before.  The body is split!  Sadly, we’ve allowed 

worldly influences to split us!  Am I guilty, YES! 

 

We’re split politically- some churches are sold out to the 

Republican party and some sold out to the Democratic party 

when we should really be sold out for Jesus! 

 

We’re split racially!  If we are to be the body of Christ, we MUST 

function as a unit! 

 

He says BY THIS…ALL MEN will KNOW that you are My 

disciples… 

 

The chief aim of any disciple is to emulate their teacher! 

 

He says ALL men will know--- our love is a witness to the world 

that we are followers of Jesus Christ! 

 

Jesus makes a conditional statement.  He says IF we have love 

for one another… 
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IF we have love for one another THEN all men will that we are 

His disciples… 

 

How do we start loving one another? 

 

We could start by listening to one another!   

 

We could start by having difficult conversations with one 

another! 

 

We could start by speaking with grace to one another! 

 

We could start by looking at each other like Jesus looks at us! 

 

We could start by using the BIBLE as our guide and not CNN or 

Fox News or Channel 10 or Channel whatever!   

 

We could start by truly grasping the fact that each man is created 

in the image of God! 

 

We could start by grasping the fact that Jesus is not making a 

suggestion but rather He has issued a command. 

 

A new command I give you, that you love one another just as I 

have loved you…THEN ALL men will know that you are my 

disciples! 
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Note in verse 34, He tells them TWICE! 

 

How do we start loving one another? 

We start by simply doing right by one another.   

 

We can start by remembering what the Bible has already taught! 

This teaching of Jesus was extended throughout the scriptures 

because the witness of the church is dependent on it! 

 

1 John 3:11 “this is the message that you have heard from the 

BEGINNING…love one another! 

 

1 John 4:10,11 “In this is love, anot that we loved God, but that  

He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, bwe also ought to love one another.” 

 

 

The Bible says in 1 John 4:20 that we cannot say we love God and 

not love one another! 

                                                           
a Rom 5:8, 10; 1 John 4:19 

b 1 John 4:7 
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1 Thessalonians 4:9 “Now as to the love of the brethren, you have 

no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught 

by God [compound word- literally GOD Taught] to love one 

another” 

 

1 Peter 1:22 tells us to love one another fervently, from the heart! 

 

Now these three abide, faith, hope and love…but the greatest of 

these is LOVE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


