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“I Wish” 

Ephesians 3:14-20 

 

What is a wish? One definition of a wish is a desire or hope for 

something that may or may not happen. Webster's defines a wish 

as wanting something to happen in some magical way.  

 

Disney has a song, “When you wish upon a star…”  It says  

 

“When you wish upon a star 

Makes no difference who you are 

Anything your heart desires 

Will come to you.” 

 

 

Wishing doesn’t have any guarantees. Wishing is sometimes not 

even based it in reality.  

Donovan used to always wish that he could fly. 

 

I wish the world was a better place. I wish that Christmas was 

year-round.  

 

John Lennon had a song entitled “Imagine” what he said 

“Imagine all the people, living life in peace”. That would be so 
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much more powerful as a prayer but the song is clearly atheistic 

in its view. 

 

 But I THANK GOD FOR TODAY IS THE FACT THAT AS 

CHRISTIANS WE DON'T OPERATE IN THE REALM OF 

WISHING we can pray and we can know that God will answer.  

 

1st John 5:14,15 “14And this is the confidence that we have 

before Him: If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

15And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know 

that we already possess what we have asked of Him…” 

 

Paul here writing from prison to the church at Ephesus.  Paul 

understood the task at hand: that he was a steward of God's 

grace and a minister to the Gentiles.  Paul understood his duty to 

preach the unfathomable Riches of Jesus. 

 

He had obviously written a letter previously to them explaining 

his insight into the mystery of Christ.  

 

This mystery that God himself would descend from heaven and 

put on flesh, that God himself will come down and be a light to 

the Jews as well as the Gentiles. 

 

Isaiah 49:6 is a conversation between the Father and the Son 

that Isaiah was privy to.  The Father says this to the Son: 6he says: 
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“It is too small a thing for you to be my servantto restore the 

tribes of Jacoba nd bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation 

may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

 

This mystery that God so loved the WORLD and all the people in 

the world that he would take down the dividing wall between 

Jews and gentiles and your night us all under the headship of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

And God revealed this mystery through the church. He revealed 

this mystery to the rulers and the principalities and authorities 

in heavenly places.  

 

The church is an illustration of the manifold wisdom of God or 

the multi-faceted wisdom of God.  Paul uses a strengthened form 

of another Greek word in verse 10 to demonstrate that God is 

Not only wise beyond measure but his wisdom is so varied that 

human comprehension cannot fully understand it. 

 

In verse 13 Paul is suffering on behalf of the church  

 

Now verse 14 Paul DOES NOT WISH for the church at Ephesus. 

Paul teaches us here in this text that we do not have to wish but 

we can pray to a God who hears us and who will supply our needs. 
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1. We don't have to wish when we know who we are praying to 

First 14  

 Paul  says I bow my knee towards the father. I submit myself in 

prayer to God on your behalf.  

 

Paul knows who he is praying towards… 

 The one who created everything  

 The one from whom every person under heaven came from  

 

Every Nation. This is why the Gentiles were also included in the 

Plan of Salvation. God does not waste anything we were created 

to worship him and to give him glory. 

 

Not only does Paul know who he's praying to but he also knows 

what resources are available to him.   

 

He says out of the riches of his glory; we've heard Paul say before 

in Philippians 4:19 that my God will supply all of your needs 

according to his riches in glory. God owns everything.  But you 

will see here that Paul is not praying for material blessings but 

spiritual ones! 

2. We do not have to wish when we can pray with specificity 

verses 16 through 17  



Page 5 of 8 

 

 Paul prayed for several things for the church at Ephesus. That 

was no wishing here.  

 

Paul understood that when the church is strong Gods witness in 

the earth is strong as well. Hey. 

 A. Paul prayed for the power to be strengthened  

 Written in the passive voice which means that the strength is 

coming from an external source.  

 

How does this work? The Holy Spirit strengthens us in our Inner 

Man. This is so important for the believer because it is the inner 

man who stands up in a storm and says I know the Lord will 

make a way.  

 

It is the inner man who continually speaks to us to remind us 

that God has not forgotten about us.  

 

The Inner Man is how the Holy Spirit communes with us. Paul 

says in 2nd Corinthians 4 though the outward man perish, the 

inner man is being renewed day by day.  

 

It is the Spirit of God who renews the mind renews the heart and 

renews the Inner Man daily so that we may face the obstacles 

that are in our way! 

 B. Paul prays for Christ to dwell in the heart of the believer 
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 Christ dwelling in the heart does not leave much room for 

anything else to sidetrack us. Christ dwelling in the heart means 

that the heart is being purified and transformation is taking 

place in the life of the believer. 

 C. He prayed for the church to be firmly rooted and grounded in 

love  

God is love and the one who loves knows God according to First 

John chapter 4.  

 

This is also written in the passive voice so it is God plants and 

God who establishes and God who sustains.  

LOVE is the soil where God plants us!  

When our roots go down into the soil, roots produce plants and 

those plants produce fruit. The Bible says that one who delights 

in the Lord will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water 

whose leaves do not wither, and who brings forth his fruit in due 

season. 

 

How does God make us more loving? Because that is truly the 

mark of a disciple, to love each other as Christ has loved us. God 

teaches us to love my giving us opportunities to love.  

 

We often miss these opportunities because they come from 

difficult places at times. May come when someone has angered 

does or disappointed us.  So the Church must Be firmly rooted 
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and grounded in love so that God’s love will be shown to one 

another and to the world. 

 D. Paul prayed not wished that the church would have 

understanding verses 18 and 19  

 Now being rooted and grounded, listen to this! You must get this 

through your head Ephesus. 

We must get this through our head Grace. 

I must get this through my own head. 

God is Limitless! Jobe 11 Severson 729 says that the deaths of 

God in the heights of God or beyond the measure of man! 

 Hear Paula saying I pray that you will begin to fathom how wide, 

how deep, how long, and how high! Bible says that God 

measured span of the heavens in the span of his hand! There is 

no limit to God  

 Just as God is Limitless his love is also Limitless! There is no 

love like the love of God! 

 Out of this Limitless God Comes This Limitless love! 

He says I wish that you would understand the love of Christ 

which surpasses knowledge. 

The way it's written indicates that this love is always surpassing 

all human knowledge. 
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 This is the love of God demonstrated! This is the love that says 

while we were yet sinners Christ died for us! This is the love that 

says that at the proper time Jesus Christ gave his life as a ransom 

for all! 

 You may feel unlovable, but God can love you through anything! 

 You may feel unloved, but God love does not fade! Enter God 

says himself that I have loved you with an everlasting love! 

 Five. The name Paul praise that you be filled up to all the 

fullness of God he prays that you get everything that God has for 

you! 

3. Not only do we not have to wish but when we pray we give 

Glory to the one who answers prayers first 20 

All closes with what we call a doxology Or Glory words towards 

God. This is why we don't have to wish because of God who we 

pray to is able to do continually exceedingly and abundantly 

above what we can ask or think and he does so through his 

power through his Spirit working in the Inner Man working 

through us. We give glory to the one who is able keep us from 

falling! Give glory to the one was able to do all things and for 

whom nothing is impossible! Glory to the one love loved us first! 


