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His Surpassing Greatness 

Ephesians 1:19 

 

Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus is rich.  Paul’s love for this 

church is on display.  When you love someone, you pray for them.  

When you love someone, you instruct them in righteousness.  

When you love someone, you tell them while you can! 

 

The church at Ephesus was a faithful church.  It was important to 

be faithful because it was a commercial center that had other 

unsavory influences surrounding it.   

 

Through Ephesians, Paul is seeking to get the church to grasp the 

purpose of God, the grace of God and the power of God! 

 

Paul reminds the church that the realization of the purpose, grace 

and power of God is summed up in Jesus Christ!  We cannot ever 

leave Jesus out of the equation!  He is the cornerstone of the 

church!  He is the rock on which the church is built!   

 

Paul goes to great lengths to remind the Ephesian church of the 

supremacy of Jesus over ALL things! 
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Here in the first chapter, he prays for four specific things for this 

church (Verse 18).   

 

A. for the eyes of the heart of the Ephesian church to be “opened” 

It is written in the passive voice so Paul is praying for GOD to open 

the eyes of the heart of these Christians.  That they would BE 

enlightened as it relates to their heart; enlightened regarding 

their perception of God… 

 

I pray that God would give you revelation because there are things 

that, IF you understand them, will push you further into faith! 

 

Why was Paul praying for this? 

 

B. SO that you may understand/ know/ remember…what is the 

hope of His calling 

God calls us to a hope in Christ that is unavailable to 

ANYONE else outside of Christ!  It is the difference 

between being called out of darkness or remaining in 

darkness!   

It is the difference between living with expectation of what 

God will do or living in dread!    

 

C. What the riches of the glory of the inheritance of God are 

among the saints … 
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First off, the inheritance BELONGS to God and comes from God 

and is a GIFT to every believer!  The inheritance comes out of the 

riches of the glory of God!   

 

His calling is connected to His inheritance.  When He calls, and 

we respond, we become heirs to the inheritance and joint heirs 

with Jesus Christ! 

 

Romans 8:16,17 “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that 

we are God’s children. 17And if we are children, then we are heirs: 

heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ — if indeed we suffer with 

Him, so that we may also be glorified with Him.” 

 

We are guaranteed an inheritance when we are in Christ Jesus!   

 

Paul is praying that we realize what we stand to inherit as saints 

of God! 

ETERNAL LIFE!  

GLORIFIED BODIES WITH NO MORE SICKNESS! 

STREETS OF GOLD!  

UNDEFILED AND UNINTERRUPTED WORSHIP OF THE LIVING 

GOD!   

PROTECTION FROM THE POWER OF SIN! 
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PEACE IN THE MIDST OF THE TROUBLES OF THIS WORLD! 

 

D. To know what the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 

who believe (Verse 19) 

NOT just greatness but CONTINUALLY SURPASSING greatness of 

His power!   

 

His limitless power is directed towards US!   

 

Why is this important to understand this?   

IF we realize that God is directing His resources towards us;  

IF we realize that His power supersedes ALL other power;  

IF we realize that it is ever surpassing… 

 

THEN WE CAN HAVE FAITH THAT HE IS ABLE TO DELIVER on 

the inheritance AND that he is able to deliver on the hope of his 

calling! 

 

IF we KNOW in our hearts that God is ALL powerful then we can 

KNOW that He is ABLE to do all things that He promised us! 

 

Paul is praying that these four things happen in the church, that 

God would begin to open the eyes of the church so that the church 
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can understand WHAT GOD is actually capable of doing IN them 

and THROUGH them!   

 

This is all good BUT this is pie in the sky preacher…I ain’t buying 

this… 

 

Well, God is not one to leave us hanging…SO He demonstrated the 

SURPASSING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER!   

 

The surpassing greatness of the power of God was on display in 

Christ!  It was on display during the miracles.  It was on display 

when He turned water into wine; walked on water; raised Lazarus 

up… 

 

but there was one place that it was on display where it was 

unmistakable! 

 

1. The surpassing greatness was manifested in the resurrection 

(Verse 19b; 20a) 

 

The POWER of God was on display when He raised Jesus from the 

dead!   
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Acts 2:24 “BUT God raised Him up again, putting an end to the 

agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its 

power…” 

 

Acts 2:32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all 

witnesses.” 

 

The resurrection was the manifestation (working) of the power 

[ENERGY] of God to be witnessed in time by believers who would 

spread His word!   

 

The word used here “working”  is always used of a transcendent 

being…MAN cannot do this!   

 

Note the emphatic…the STRENGTH of HIS MIGHT!  He is the 

Almighty- El Shaddai- who is able to do ANYTHING but fail!! 

 

We must recognize what the resurrection means- it is central to 

Christianity; without it, there is no Christianity; there are no 

Christians; there is no hope! 
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a. The resurrection means that the last weapon of the enemy 

has been taken away BY JESUS!  [Jesus took the power of 

death away from the one who held it Heb. 2:14] 

 

b. The resurrection means that the last enemy of man, death, 

has been defeated!  1 Cor 15:26 says that the last enemy to be 

defeated is death! 

 

c. The resurrection means that there is NO OTHER GOD LIKE 

OURS! 

 

Think about what it took to take a body that was dead…bled out, 

no pulse, no respiration, no brain function…and to bring it BACK 

to life, put breath back into the lungs, start the heart back to 

beating and pumping blood…THEN raise it up and put all power 

in heaven and earth into His hands!  

  

d. The resurrection means that the penalty for sin was satisfied 

and that God was pleased with the sacrifice of Jesus!  

Hebrews 10:12 “But He, having offered ONE sacrifice for sins 

for ALL TIME, Sat down at the right hand of God!   

SO the resurrection is a BIG deal.  It is the ultimate demonstration 

of the POWER of God.  And this SAME POWER, IS DIRECTED 

TOWARDS US WHO BELIEVE! 
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2. The surpassing greatness of His Power was on display when 

Jesus was exalted…(Verse 20b) 

There are some blessings that come out of the exaltation of Jesus 

to the right hand of God the Father!  The Bible says that he 

ascended on high and gave gifts to men!   

 

Peter preaches in Acts 2 that when he was ascended, he received 

the promise of the Holy Spirit and POURED that Spirit out on 

every believer!   

 

He was seated at the right hand of Power in the heavenly places.  

This means that His authority is unquestioned, His status in the 

universe is unquestioned, His work was finished…THIS is WHY 

we put our faith in Him!   

 

Verse 21 

Not only did He sit down, He sat down in an exclusive position! 

FAR ABOVE…EVERY 

Ruler, authority, power and lordship…EVERYTHING THAT GOD 

EVER GREATED, JESUS RULES OVER IT!   

Colossians 1:16 “By HIM, all things were created, both in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
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dominion or rulers or authorities, all things have been created 

through Him and for HIM! 

 

THEN He exalted His NAME- above every name that is being 

named…in this time and in the coming time! 

 

Because of His obedience, He was given a name that is above every 

name that AT THE NAME OF JESUS…every knee must bow- 

above, in and below the earth and every tongue must confess that 

Jesus Christ is LORD! 

 

What is the bottom line?  He is supreme over ALL, He can be 

trusted because of this supremacy… 

 

and I pray that the eyes of our heart would be enlightened so that 

WE can understand the hope of His calling, the riches of His 

inheritance and the SURPASSING greatness of His power that is 

directed towards EVERY BELIEVER!! 

 

I don’t know how this will turn out…think on the surpassing 

greatness of His power! 
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I don’t understand why this happened…think on the surpassing 

greatness of His power! 

 

I can’t do this…you are right…but He CAN! 

 

3. The surpassing greatness of His power is demonstrated in the 

church (Verse 22,23) 

God put everything in subjection under the feet of Jesus!   

Now, look at the grace of God…He GAVE Jesus Christ as a gift as 

the head of the church. 

 

This is a 2-fold idea because of the word used for head: 

First, He is the head in status!  We get it twisted and we believe 

that man is the head of the church- this is His church, we are just 

stewards over it!  Colossians 1:18 says that He is head of the body, 

the church!   

 

Secondly, He is the brains behind the operation of the church.  

The church should reflect the mind of Christ and be obedient to 

what HE desired!  Without the head, the body does not function!  

The reason we see so much dysfunction in the church is because 

the Head (Jesus) is nowhere to be found! 
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The church is His body!  Each of us play a role in that body!  Each 

of us can be an ambassador for Jesus and tell someone about the 

surpassing greatness of His power towards us! 

 

He is the one in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

He is the one who fills ALL IN ALL!  It is Jesus who FILLS the 

church; who gives gifts; who saves souls… 

 

This is a demonstration of the surpassing greatness of His power! 


