
We’re In This Together 

Romans 15:5,6 

You’ve often heard the phrase that life is not a sprint, it’s a 

marathon.  I’m a living witness that this is true.  In a marathon, 

the goal is to win the race; to outlast the other runners; to cross 

the finish line first. 

 

In the Christian life, we too run a marathon.  In 1 Corinthians 

9:24, Pau encourages us to run in such a way that we may win…but 

he’s talking to all Christians.   

 

WE ALL want to receive that starry crown, we all want to hear well 

done, we all want to be embraced by Jesus when it is all said and 

done!  We don’t want to see other Christians lose, ever. 

 

Just like any race, you have slow runners and fast runners.  The 

Bible says in Ecclesiastes 9:11 that the race is not given to the swift, 

nor the battle to the strong…but time and chance overtake them 

all…in other words, we are ALL in this thing together. 

 

In the 14th and 15th chapters of Romans, Paul is addressing 

Christians who are at different levels of faith.  It is a common 

theme for Paul in his epistles.  In 1 Corinthians 8 he reminds us 



that we ought to be careful with the way we use our freedom so 

that we don’t make another stumble! 

 

Paul understand that there is a delicate relational dynamic 

between Christians and how we interact with one another.  If we 

read chapter 14, there were obviously some issues: 1. Eating 

certain things was an issue (Rom 14:2) 2. Worshipping on certain 

days was an issue (Rom 14:5) but Paul sums it up this way… 

 

Romans 14:5b 

Romans 14:10 

Romans 14:13 

 

What Paul is saying is simple…we’re all in this together, we all 

have the same goal…we all love Jesus…we’re just not all running 

at the same pace! 

 

Romans 14:17,18 READ… 

 

Now, we come to chapter 15 and Paul opens this chapter on a 

similar note.  He is telling us that we are to grow together as 

Christians. 

 



How do we grow together? 

1. We grow together by not judging one another (Verses 1,2) 

Romans 14:1 says this…Now accept the one who is weak in faith, 

but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. 

 

We can be haughty at times and we can often look down on those 

who we feel are inferior to us spiritually.  It’s no secret that some 

Christians are further developed than others.  But to have an 

attitude as if we are superior is a lunacy.  The Bible says in 1 Cor 

4:7 

 

“…What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you received 

it, why do you act as if you did not?” 

 

It says that the ones who are strong ought to bear the weakness of 

those without strength… 

 

When he says bear- the word literally means to “abide under” and 

bearing is a choice!  It is choosing to be sympathetic to our fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ who are running the race a bit 

slower that WE’D like… 

 



He says don’t just do it…do it to edify your neighbor…at your own 

expense! 

 

I remember watching SportsCenter and there was a marathon 

runner who got injured…another runner came back to assist to 

help that runner cross the finish line!  The runner was not 

concerned about “winning” but rather about his fellow runner! 

 

2. We grow by returning to the Scriptures (Verses 3,4) 

A life that is focused on God’s Word is a life that cannot be 

deterred by the distractions of this world.  We can definitely get 

sidetracked if we are consumed with what is going on around us! 

 

Paul points the readers BACK to the Word because the example 

for us is IN the Word! 

 

The Bible says that heaven and earth will pass away but the Word 

of the Lord remains forever! 

 

In the beginning was the Word…and the Word was with God and 

the Word WAS God… 

 



The Bible is God revealing to us what He desires for us to know 

about Himself! 

 

What do we find in the scriptures?  Here, Paul reminds the 

readers that the Christlike thing to do is to not consider yourself 

more than you ought…that Christ bore our weaknesses so we 

should bear the weaknesses of others!    

 

Have this mind in you that was also in Christ Jesus!  

 

But what do we find in the Scriptures? 

 We find God’s blueprint for living a life pleasing to Him…but 

there is more too… 

Verse 4 READ 

1. Instruction- All scripture is God breathed…inspired by God…[I 

heard someone once say, Jesus didn’t write the Bible…well 

duh…you’re right…BUT He INSPIRED the Bible…He IS the 

Bible…because He IS the Word!]   

 

God breathed and useful for teaching, reproof, rebuke and 

training in righteousness…so that the man/woman of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 



One reason that I don’t bring a lot of other “stuff” into the 

pulpit is because I recognize that the Word of God is enough! 

2. The Word teaches perseverance (Verse 4b) 

The Bible is replete with scriptures telling us to hold on to God’s 

unchanging hand.   

James says count it all joy… 

Paul says these momentary, light afflictions are working for us a 

far more exceeding and eternal weight in glory… 

David says weeping only endures for a night… 

Jeremiah says morning by morning His mercies are new… 

Isaiah says that if we wait on Him He will renew our strength…  

Job says “though He slay me, I will hope in HIM…” 

Jesus says be of good cheer for I have overcome the world! 

 

3. In teaching perseverance…the Word also gives us 

encouragement!   

The word literally means to come alongside of…I remember an 

analogy by a pastor, Mike Fabarez, and he used an example of a 

seedling tree that had to be supported by wooden sticks, tied to it, 

to keep it sturdy as it grew…  

 When we read that we are MORE than conquerors through 

Christ Jesus who LOVES us…that is encouraging!  

  



 When we read and the Holy Spirit illuminates our mind to the 

fact that God loves us with an everlasting love…we are to be 

encouraged! 

 

 When we read how God vanquishes enemies and then the Holy 

Spirit enlightens us to understand that GOD IS STILL 

VANQUISHING ENEMIES and that He will vanquish our 

enemies too…that’s encouraging! 

 

4. The Scriptures give us hope… 

We believe that God’s Word is the truth…we believe that He 

cannot lie…so we wait with expectation for Him to show up and 

do as He promised! 

 

3. We grow by being unified with one another through Jesus 

(verses 5,6) 

Now is a summary statement… 

He says…the God of perseverance and encouragement… may He 

give you…UNITY! 

The only way for us to truly be united is to find the common 

ground that Jesus provides at the foot of the cross! 

 



He says may he grant that we be of the same 

mind…how…according to Christ Jesus…We ought to be praying 

this prayer right now! 

 

SO that on one accord…we MIGHT with ONE VOICE…i.e. ONE 

MOUTH… 

…if you listen to Christians nowadays, we are all saying something 

different…mainly because our Christianity has been tainted with 

tribalism!   

 

We MUST get off the soapbox and stand on the Word of God!  We 

must not be afraid to challenge wrong and stand up for right… 

 

With one mind, on one accord, with the same mouth…GLORIFY 

GOD! 

 

 

 


