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“GOoD Morning” 
Malachi 4:2 

 

I had an interesting conversation with a former student the other 

night.  She was having a hard time reconciling how her sister, who 

has cancer, got dealt that particular lot in life while others are 

seemingly living as if there is no God, living lengthy lives and 

prospering while doing so!   

 

I felt her pain because I HAVE ASKED GOD THIS SAME 

QUESTION!  I too have asked God, “Why?”  I too have looked at 

my sick wife and asked God, “Is this really happening?”   

 

I too know the pain of facing a situation that you don’t feel like you 

“deserve” which is a very difficult pill to swallow!   

 

As she poured her heart out to me, I started to pray and ask God 

for the words to say.  I couldn’t just use some trite expression or 

some church cliché to make her feel better!  She needed some 

consolation.   

 

Then God reminded me of how He helped me to get through my 

tough spots.   
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He said, remind her of the brokenness of the world!  Remind her 

of how things aren’t as they should be because of the sinful 

condition of the world!   

 

Remind her that although I allow pain, I also give strength to the 

weary!   

 

Tell her how I gave you strength when you wanted to quit!   

 

Remind her that although the wicked look like they are 

prospering, to focus on strengthening the personal relationship 

with Me while not focusing on the wicked! 

 

� NOTHING NEW 

This question of the wicked prospering is one that is asked 

throughout the Bible! 

 

Habakkuk asked it:   How long, O LORD, will I call for help, And 

You will not hear? I cry out to You, "Violence!" Yet You do not 

save. 
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Job (21:7) asked it: “Why do the wicked still live, continue on, also 

become very powerful? 

 

Jeremiah (12:1) asked it: “Righteous are You, O LORD, that I 

would plead my case with You; indeed I would discuss matters of 

justice with You: Why has the way of the wicked prospered? Why 

are all those who deal in treachery at ease?” 

 

Asaph gives us a beautiful summary in the 73rd Psalm:  

In verses 12-14 he says this: 

Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have 

increased in wealth. 

13Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure; And washed my 

hands in innocence; 

14For I have been stricken all day long; And chastened every 

morning. 

 

Then, He says that he went into the sanctuary of God {alone time 

with God} and he pondered their end! 

Verses 18,19 

Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to 

destruction. 
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19How they are destroyed in a moment!  They are utterly swept 

away by sudden terrors! 

 

So in other words, we MUST let God deal with the wicked in His 

own way and we need to focus on Him and not them! 

 

Malachi is talking to folks who have an attitude with God.  They 

questioned God, not in humility but in arrogance.   

 

IT is written in the form of a “disputation” or a point-counterpoint 

style.   

 

Malachi is composed of six different disputations.  God makes a 

point, the audience counters with a question (disputation) and 

God responds with the evidence.   

 

Malachi is a transitional book because of the time that it was 

written and its proximity to the New Testament.  He prophesied 

during the time of Nehemiah and was the last voice of prophecy 

until John the Baptist, whose coming Malachi and Isaiah 

prophesied. 
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Malachi is God’s messenger to a people who simply did not get it.  

The people were measuring God by human standards and that 

never works.   

 

He is before all things and in Him all things hold together so we 

are unable to box him in!  His ways are unfathomable and his 

judgments are inscrutable so we cannot understand everything 

that He does! 

 

We must know this about God…His justice is right and it will come 

in His time!   

 

When His justice does come, when he returns to give to all 

according to their works, it will be like morning dawning on the 

earth! 

 

1. God sees everything (Mal 3:17,18) 

We cannot underestimate the fact that God does INDEED pay 

attention to the happenings of the world!  The Bible says in Isaiah 

40:22 that He sits enthroned atop the circle of the earth and its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers to Him!  He NEVER sleeps nor 

slumbers! 
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His eyes roam to and fro about the earth.   

 

So here, the people have indicted God by saying that God does not 

care!  (Verses 13-15) 

 

First: God makes (initiates) the statement which means that it is 

correct.  There should be NO comeback!  IF God is initiating the 

conversation, then we are obligated to take His word as truth!   

 

Second: the people were complaining about God not punishing 

the wicked when they were JUST AS WICKED!  

 

Malachi is an indictment of the people’s religiosity and their 

cavalier attitude towards God!  Boice comments that while they 

were clamoring for justice, they should have been thanking God 

for grace! 

 

2. God has a plan for everything (Malachi 4:1) 

Here is the beauty of a book like Malachi.  It is both past and 

future.  We know that God has fixed a day that every wrong will be 

made right!   
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2 Peter 3:7 “But by His word the present heavens and earth are 

being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 

destruction of ungodly men.” 

 

He says that a day is coming, where the arrogant and the wicked 

will be burned up like chaff! 

 

God says through Malachi in chapter 3, I’m going to send my 

messenger, BUT who can endure the day of His coming?  Who can 

stand when He appears?  He is like a refiner’s fire and a fuller’s 

soap!   

 

HE’S COMING TO CLEAN THIS WHOLE THING UP! 

 

Notice here, he INCLUDES those in the “church” [the folks 

complaining] who have spoken against Him!  Judgment will begin 

at the house of God!   

 

He includes those who have dealt arrogantly with Him along with 

the wicked whom they are complaining about.  Recall, Mal 3:13 

“Your words have been arrogant against me…” 
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God is saying, you have multiplied your words without knowledge 

as you accuse me of not executing justice according to your terms!   

 

These are the ones who have questioned his love, who have 

questioned his ability to exact justice when necessary, who have 

thought that BECAUSE they lacked material blessings that God 

had forgotten about them.  They had gotten self-righteous! 

 

Am I saying that we cannot question God?  NO because we ALL ask 

questions!  We’ve all had moments of doubt.  We’ve all asked, 

“really, God?” 

 

BUT here, God is saying: Not only have you questioned Me, but 

accused Me of half-stepping when you’re not even giving me 

YOUR all! 

 

GRACE: God even gave these people a chance to repent.  He says 

in Malachi 3:7 “Return to Me and I will return to you…” 

 

What am I saying?  God is unimpeachable.  He is ALWAYS right.   
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I cannot sweeten that up.  Behold we see in a mirror dimly, but 

then we will see face to face.  Behold we see in part, but when the 

perfect comes, the partial will be done away with!   

 

3. When the sun RISES it will be a GoOD morning for those who 

revere the LORD (Mal 4:2; 3:16) 

Notice the first thing that God says:  He separates the arrogant 

from those who fear His name!   

He separates the ones who are religious from the ones who are 

spiritual!   

He separates the ones who multiply offerings but never offer 

themselves from the ones who give themselves as obedient, living 

sacrifices! 

 

There is a BIG difference in one who believes that God owes them 

and one who knows that God owes us nothing! 

 

God says to the ones who revere Him, MORNING IS COMING!  For 

those who show reverence to God’s name, it will be a GoOD 

Morning!  It will be a sunrise that we have longed to see! 
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Those who revere the Lord will see the sun of righteousness!  The 

spirit of bitterness towards the Lord is not righteousness.  The 

spirit of complaining against the Lord is not righteousness.  But 

the spirit of reverence is in line with righteousness. 

 

God’s righteousness and God’s justice go hand in hand!  I thank 

God that He did not give me justice when I deserved it!   

 

God reigns righteously!  

God governs righteously! 

God IS righteous and RIGHT! 

� Sun Rises 

The sun of righteousness will RISE with healing in its wings! 

 

� First SunRise came as the OT transitioned to the New 

Testament and the voice of one crying in the wilderness 

prepared the way for the Son to come!  The Light broke through 

the darkness! 

He brought healing! 

Healing that comes from God!   

 

ISAIAH 61 
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He says I will bind up your broken heart 

I will give you beauty for ashes 

I will give you the garment of praise 

I will give you the oil of joy instead of a spirit of mourning 

I will make you like an oak tree 

You will be my priests 

 

� Second Sunrise 

THEN the SON rose a second time when death was defeated and 

He got up on the third day! 

When He told the grave, “Not today!”  Where is your victory?!  

When He told death, “Not today!”  Where is your sting?! 

 

� Third Sunrise 

The SON will rise once more, and He is bringing His reward with 

Him!  To render unto ALL according to their deeds! 

Behold I saw one like a Son of Man, coming in the clouds! 

AND we celebrated, like a calf in the stalls!! 
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