
Easy Street 

Matthew 8:19,20 

I remember once, I was watching TV and there was a preacher on 

the screen trying to make the case for Jesus being rich.  He went 

on and on, really mis-exegeting several texts to make his point.  He 

talked about the fine clothes of Jesus and His fancy 

accoutrements and the size of the money bag that Judas carried 

around.  One text in particular was John 1:38,39… 

 

“Jesus turned around and saw them following. “What are you 

looking for?” He asked. They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which means 

Teacher), “where are You staying?” 39“Come and see,” He 

replied. So they went and saw where He was staying, and spent 

that day with Him. It was about the tenth hour” 

 

From this one verse, He inferred that Jesus had this big house and 

all of these amenities…and all of this money…  

 

Needles to say, this was all hogwash if we simply read our Bibles.  

The Bible says nothing about the riches of the earthly Jesus.  Just 

because he was staying in a place does not mean that it belonged 

to Him…he stayed with Peter from time to time!  Not to mention, 

He was in Bethany and not Nazareth!  

 



The Bible tells us that the earthly Jesus was not beautiful to look 

at (Isaiah 53), that he was despised among men,  

that the people of His hometown showed Him absolutely no 

honor,  

His brothers and sisters did not believe in Him and that  

He was basically a nomadic carpenter who depended on the 

hospitality of strangers and others whom he had met. 

 

If He was rich, I believe that he would have gotten a much better 

response…but as it stood, Jesus was often the subject of ridicule… 

 

that’s because He did not preach Easy Street…He preached that 

Easy Street what the wide way to destruction and the way to truly 

follow Him was narrow! 

 

We want Easy Street, Jesus wants us to follow Him no matter 

what… 

 

1. We have our own ideas of what it means to follow Jesus (Verse 

18, 19a) 

Here in this text, there were many who were saying that they 

wanted to follow Jesus- but they all had something else to do 

first.   

 



Contrast this with the Samaritans [Luke 9] who did not even 

want Jesus to come through their town because of their hatred 

for the Jews.   

 

He was headed to Jerusalem;  

Disciples went ahead of him to make arrangements 

When the Samaritans got wind of where Jesus was going, they 

decided they’d pass on his visit… 

 

So there are two type- those who want nothing to do with Jesus 

and those who want to follow Jesus… 

 

But there is a catch…for those who say they want to follow 

Jesus.. 

 

Look at verse 18  

 

First of all, notice that there is a large crowd present… 

Whenever this is the case, Jesus is going to test the 

commitment of those who are there because everyone in the 

crowd is not about that life… 

 

many are just hangers-on trying to see a miracle or get some 

free fish or just be there… 



Verse 19a… 

 

“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go” 

 

For some, this means I’ll follow you in the happy times… 

 

As long as I get that Mercedes that I’ve always wanted 

 

I’ve been praying for a big mansion- if I follow Jesus, I will get 

it. 

 

I’ve been praying for a trouble-free life… 

 

I know that this Jesus thing will end all of my problems… 

 

Full disclosure, He won’t END ALL of our problems but He 

certainly give us a new perspective to deal with them.   

 

Someone is saying, I don’t need perspective, I need power!  

Well, He gives that too…He sends the Holy Spirit so that 

 

Although hard pressed, we are not crushed  

Although perplexed, we are not in despair 

Although persecuted, we are not forsaken 

Although cast down, we are NOT destroyed… 

 



Sometimes, Jesus calls us to some hard places…There are some 

dark places on this path…There are some painful places on this 

path… 

 

The beauty is that He is not calling us to anything that He has 

not already experienced! 

 

It is in the hard places that we get to experience His 

compassion- ask Mary and Martha…the Bible says that He wept 

when Lazarus died! 

 

It is in the dark places that we get to see His light…ask the man 

born blind- who said I was blind but now I see! 

 

It is in the painful places where we get to see His grace and 

love…ask the woman with the issue of blood… 

 

I must admit, we can get distracted in these places BECAUSE 

the disrupt our comfort! 

 

Satan will begin to speak in these places and say— 

You got a raw deal…He doesn’t really love you! 

He failed you again…it’s not supposed to be this hard! 

How could a God who is so loving allow you to hurt so badly? 

Here, take this and put in the place of Him…this will make you 

feel better! 

 

When this is the case, respond with the word of God… 



Momentary and light afflictions are working for me and eternal 

weight in glory! 

 

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:10 That is why, for the sake of 

Christ, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong… 

 

He is not saying this because He likes affliction!  He saying it 

because He knows that the grace of God will cover him through 

the affliction and it I for the sake of Christ! 

 

Psalm 34:7 “The angel of the Lord [a reference to Jesus] 

encamp around those who fear Him and He delivers them” 

 

 

   

2. Jesus makes No apologies for the struggle (Verse 19b) 

He uses a parable… 

 

Foxes have holes… 

Birds have nests… 

BUT the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head… 

 

He makes two points… 

A. He is telling this eager scribe that it will be a struggle… 



I don’t have anywhere to sleep [so much for the rich theory] 

I don’t know where my next meal is coming from… 

I don’t own a donkey or a camel or a home… 

 

If you follow me, this is what you’re getting into!   

 

You may end up somewhere that you’ve never been, doing 

something that you never expected… 

 

I am a living witness to this…I never expected to be the pastor of a 

church, never expected to be back in Alabama, never expected to 

be a widower at 42 years old, never expected to be a single father… 

 

B. But the second point is this… 

That hole that the fox lives in…My Father provided it! 

 

That nest that the bird lives in…the sticks that it’s made up of, my 

Father provided them! 

 

So Jesus is telling us, IF you follow me, you will be provided for!  

It may not always be five-star accommodations but you will not be 

forsaken!   

 

Consider the lilies of the field…they neither toil, nor spin but even 

Solomon in all his splendor was not clothed like one of these… 



Psalm 34:8 says TASTE AND SEE THAT TE LORD IS GOOD; 

BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO TAKES REFUGE IN HIM! 

 

I’m not knocking upgrades either!  I’m not saying that the Lord 

cannot bless us in ways that we never imagined!  If He upgrades 

you from coach to first class—Praise the Lord!   

 

If He does decide to bless you with five-star accommodations—

Hallelujah! 

 

But what I AM saying is that Jesus is not calling us to easy street!  

He’s calling us to a narrow road where we have to tread carefully- 

and He makes no apologies about that! 

 

3. He reveals Himself in not-so-subtle ways (Verse 19b) 

Listen to what He calls Himself…He says the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay his head.  I need you to see this for what it really 

is.  

 

In this text, three people say they will follow Jesus.  This man is 

one of them.  The other two come in and say, I’ll follow 

you…but…one says…let me bury my father…the other says…let 

me say goodbye to my family… 

 

Jesus gives them a quick word to remind them to prioritize 

their allegiances…To the man who wanted to bury his father- 



Jesus says, let the dead bury their own dead…in Luke, where 

the one man wants to say goodbye to his family, He says…no 

one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit 

for the kingdom of God… 

 

But to this man, He gives him a clue.  He says foxes have holes, 

birds have nests BUT the SON OF MAN…has nowhere to lay His 

head. 

 

You might ask, “how is this a clue?”  Well, the man in the text is 

a scribe.  The scribes were copyists- copied the scriptures so 

that they could be preserved for generations… 

 

a Scribe would know exactly what this title…Son of Man meant!   

 

A scribe would know that Jesus was now laying claim to be the 

Messiah!   

 

A scribe would know that THIS is the one who Daniel is talking 

about: 

 

 13 “I kept looking in the night visions, 

And behold, with the clouds of heaven 

One like a Son of Man was coming, 

And He came up to the Ancient of Days 

And was presented before Him. 

 14 “And to Him was given dominion, 



Glory and 1ba kingdom, 

That all the peoples, nations and men of every language 

Might serve Him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

Which will not pass away; 

And His kingdom is one 

Which will not be destroyed. 
  

A scribe would know this and be totally puzzled as to why this 

man had nowhere to lay His head! 

 

But then that scribe would know what the scriptures say about 

HOW God works… 

He would know that God knows the END from the BEGINNING 

and that THIS may just be the beginning! 

 

He would know that God said I’m sending one among you who 

looks like you [Deuteronomy 18:18] 

 

He would know that the Day of the Lord had not come yet! 

 

When Jesus says this, this scribe, although puzzled, would 

know to RUN after Jesus and follow Him wherever He went! 

 

Can we just talk today? 

 

                                                           

 

 



The Son of Man HAD to BEGIN His ministry here on earth so 

that He can end His ministry coming in the clouds! 

 

He had to reveal Himself partially here on earth before He can 

reveal Himself fully when He comes back to redeem His people!  

The Bible says [1 Corinthians 13] that we prophesy in part, we 

see in part and we only know in part BUT when the perfect 

comes, the partial will be done away with! 

 

Someone is saying right now, I cannot see where I am headed 

and I am so scared…I’d rather just stay where I am!  No, 

following Jesus is an adventure!  We get to see Him work!  We 

get to see His power and grace on display!  We don’t always get 

to see the big picture…but the Son of Man is always adding to 

it… 

 

 

 

 


