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Dying of Thirst Parts 1 and 2 

John 4:13,14 

 

You’ve heard the saying that someone is “dying of thirst”.  In a 

world parched by the winds of sin, it is not hard to be in such a 

predicament.  In fact, many times we are in a “thirsty” 

predicament because we put ourselves there.  Sometimes the 

water is right there but we are looking for something else.   

 

This woman here at the well is familiar to us all.  John writes with 

great symbolism; uses this scenario to make a great theological 

point.   

 

The woman shows up in the heat of the day, she shows up to draw 

water from a well and she runs into Jesus who has spiritual water 

to truly quench her thirst! 

 

It is no coincidence that this was written for our edification.   

 

Whatever it is we are searching for or chasing after, Jesus has 

something better for us.   

 

Whatever we are thirsting after, if it is not of God, cannot satisfy 

us!   

 

The Bible says that as a deer pants after the waters, so my soul 

pants after YOU O’ Lord! 
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This woman was dying of thirst!  She needed her thirst quenched 

and only Jesus could provide what she needed!   

 

John used a real-life situation to illustrate her spiritual condition.   

 

She was continually empty and she continued to chase until Jesus 

broke the cycle and set her free. 

 

Today I need to let you know that NO ONE has to die of thirst!  

Jesus will meet us at the point of our need!  He will come to where 

we are.  Jesus DID NOT HAVE TO STOP HERE IN SAMARIA but 

He took a detour because there was something profound getting 

ready to happen!   

 

BUT so many DO die of thirst!  Let’s see what we can learn from 

this story! 

 

1.   Many die of thirst because they look at the differences rather 

than looking at what’s important (Verse 7 then verse 9) 

Jesus asks for a drink to initiate the conversation.  This was never 

about the woman!  It was all about what Jesus was getting ready 

to do for her.  Her focus was in the wrong place.  She immediately 

went to their ethnic differences!   You’re a Jew, I’m a 

Samaritan…Gender: you’re a man, I’m a woman… 

UP TO DATE: 
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I can’t go to this white church!  I can’t study a “white man’s 

religion”!  I can’t worship with blacks!   

 

INTRA-CHURCH: I’m Presbyterian and proud…I don’t associate 

with Pentecostals!  I don’t mess with those Baptists!   

 

Find what matters…JESUS!  Agree on that and the details will 

work themselves out! 

 

Our differences make us unique but we need to recognize WHERE 

the differences came from!  GOD created each and every one of us 

with a uniqueness!  We are all fearfully and wonderfully made! 

 

2. Many die of thirst because they don’t ask for a drink (Verse 10) 

IF YOU KNEW…IF YOU WERE ABLE TO DISCERN WHO IT WAS 

YOU WERE TALKING TO… 

 

You want to see God’s grace?  She did NOT know who she was 

talking to; BUT Jesus KEPT talking to reveal Himself!  Too many 

times, we stop listening! 

 

Jesus also reveals what He is capable of.  IF YOU KNEW, You 

would have asked ME and I would’ve given you LIVING water. 

 

Significance: Jesus can give something that is inaccessible in this 

area.  The location made “living” or flowing, fresh water rare!   
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Living water moved on its own therefore was believed to come 

straight from God [dead water sat stagnant- bugs, algae, mold 

etc.]    

 

(Burge) Only living water could be used for ritual cleansing 

(another symbolic point from John)- only Jesus has this water! 

 

This is a conditional statement- IF YOU ASK, I WILL GIVE!  IF WE 

ASK, HE WILL GIVE!   

 

3. Many die of thirst for putting God into a human box (Verses 11, 

12) 

Look at her response.  Refusal to acknowledge His greatness will 

keep you thirsty.  How in the world can we tell the Lord who is 

greater than He is?  That is foolishness! 

 

She says sir…you don’t have a bucket, the well is deep, where will 

you get the water…are you greater than Jacob (this is his well…not 

yours)… 

 

UPDATE: Jesus, how are you going to do this?  This is a big 

problem!  You need my help!  You don’t even have everything you 

need!  This well is too deep!  My sins are too great!   

 

Blah, blah, blah…HE IS GOD AND CAN DO ANYTHING THAT HE 

DESIRES! 
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HE GAVE JACOB THE WELL, HE PUT THE WATER IN THE 

WELL, HE GAVE YOU THE STRENGTH TO DRAW THE WATER, 

HE GAVE YOU THE MONEY FOR THE BUCKET! 

 

We cannot put God into a box and expect that God will wow us.  

God wows us when we recognize that although the circumstances 

are insurmountable, we STILL believe that He is able! 

 

4. Many die of thirst for refusal to change (Verse 13,14) 

Whoever KEEPS drinking this water WILL THIRST AGAIN!  See 

there is a pattern to life that Jesus breaks.  We keep coming back 

to the same well but expecting different results.  We keep drinking 

from the same waters expecting the thirst to go away but it never 

does! 

 

Jesus says, I have something for you [whoever drinks what I give 

(emphatic)…that will not only quench your thirst [you will NOT 

EVER (double negative) thirst INTO ETERNITY] 

 

BUT it will KEEP FLOWING, it will BECOME a well in you, gushing 

over, resulting in eternal life!    

 

Do you see the catch?  If we keep drinking from the same wells, we 

will stay thirsty BUT if we ASK for AND accept the living water, we 

will never thirst again! 
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Would you rather drink from a flowing, moving stream or a 

stagnant pond?  We do have a choice!   

 

She realized that this sounded beneficial!   

 

She knew that she would avoid the embarrassment of having to 

come to the well during the hottest time of say [there as a reason 

for that].   

 

She knew that she could have eternal life [notice the conversation 

shifted from simply getting a drink to getting a drink that turned 

into a well]…then Jesus turns the tables… 

 

5. Many die of thirst because they fear being exposed (Verses 

15,16) 

 

There are two things happening here: 

1. Jesus recognizes that this woman has been continually used 

up because of her thirst!  She though, if I just keep giving, 

eventually someone will give back to me!  She was wrong and 

Jesus was teaching! 

2. Jesus has to expose the unsavory areas of our life to really 

heal us from them!   
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This whole thing was a set up from the very beginning.  The time 

of day she came ensured that she would be alone with Jesus.  The 

question about a drink from a man to a woman would spark the 

conversation.  The women drew water, not the men…so Jesus 

already knew this woman, knew of her struggles and her issues 

before he met her at the well! 

 

When she asks for the water, Jesus commands her to…go call your 

husband!  Go call your man… 

 

Here is the test to see if we really want the water!  Are we willing 

to repent of our sins to drink from the cup of the Lord?  

Repentance from dead works is a part of the salvific process! 

 

Baptism was and is done publicly as a symbol of repentance!   

 

WE RUN FROM THIS because we love drinking from the dead 

water pools!  We get used to the stench, we get used to the taste 

and we refuse to look for water anywhere else! 

 

At this point, she had two choices…comply or reject.   

 

6. Many die of thirst because of their refusal to be honest before 

God (Verses 16-18) 
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In order for sin to be forgiven, we must first admit that we are 

sinners!  God loves us so much so that WHILE WE WERE YET 

SINNERS, HE SENT CHRIST TO DIE FOR US! 

 

The Bible says IF we confess our sins (3rd degree conditional 

statement) HE who is faithful and just WILL FORGIVE US! 

 

The Bible says IF we say we have no sin, we are liars and the truth 

is not in us! 

 

The Bible says ALL have sinned and have fallen short of God’s 

glory! 

 

Therefore, the most prudent response to Jesus pulling the covers 

back on our lives is to OWN IT, CONFESS IT so that we can be 

FORGIVEN OF IT! 

 

This is EXACTLY what this woman did.  She said, point blank, “I 

have no husband”! 

 

She did NOT trot some guy out there who she was living with and 

pretend that he was her husband.   

 

She did NOT tell Jesus, we’re just living together to see if it will 

work out.   

 

She did NOT tell Jesus, I don’t believe in marriage…I’d rather be 

friends with benefits. 
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She said, I have no husband.  Now, being unmarried is not a sin.  

BUT she was playing house…which IS a sin (for BOTH her and the 

man she was living with).   

 

Living conjugally with a man while unmarried is not in God’s will.  

This is why she would avoid coming to the well when the other 

women were there. 

 

How do we know that she was playing house?  Look at the answer 

that Jesus gave. 

 

Verse 17b 

You’re right!  You have had five husbands and the one you’re with 

now is not your husband. 

 

This is not meant to be some mean-spirited indictment of this 

woman.  It is intended to be a picture of God’s grace.   

 

Jesus said, “this you have said, truly.”  In other words, I can 

appreciate your honesty!  Just like He told Nathaniel, there is no 

deceit in you! 

 

When we rationalize, justify and make ourselves into pretzels 

trying to make our sin somehow palatable to God, it never works!  

Confess it, admit it, own it and ask for forgiveness! 
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Jesus still loves us, in spite of our sins.  He was getting everything 

out in the open so that he could begin operating on her heart!   

 

He was getting the MAN ISSUE out in the open so that he could 

show her that her thirst could NOT be filled by these men!   

 

The hole in her life was shaped like Him and only He could plug 

it!   

 

Some have said that this woman was barren and therefore when 

the men who married her found out, they would leave her. 

 

How does it feel to know that regardless of the STUFF Jesus knows 

about us, He will never leave us?  Instead, He will give us the 

unconditional love that the world cannot offer! 

 

WILL CONTINUE NEXT WEEK! 
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7. Many die of thirst because they worship the wrong thing 

(Verses 22-24) 

So now, the woman knows that there is something special about 

this man named Jesus.  She acknowledges Him as a prophet.  She 

was right but He is more than just a prophet- which she would find 

out later. 

 

She starts talking about the location of worship, talking about the 

mountain and talking about Jerusalem because those things are 

much easier to talk about than sin. 

 

You have to understand the differences here.  Samaria was the 

capitol of Israel and Jerusalem was the capitol of Judah.  The 

kingdom was split after the Solomon’s sons were disobedient to 

the Lord.   

 

The mountain where they were is significant: 

 

The place that Jesus met this woman was the center of Samaritan 

worship-  

Genesis 12:6 [Abram received the promise of Canaan],  

Joshua 24:1 [Nation gathered to recount God’s goodness 

throughout history],  

Judges 9:1, Joshua 24:32 [Joseph is buried there];  
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Genesis 35:4 (READ THIS) [Jacob collects idols and buries them 

there BEFORE they made the journey to Bethel (the same place 

Jacob MET God]-  

 

The Genesis 35:4 scripture especially relevant in that idols were 

BURIED at Shechem BEFORE TRUE worship was instituted.   

 

Jesus met this woman at the well in order to shift her thinking 

about who God really is AND to teach her how to worship God. 

 

Jesus says: You worship that which you DO NOT KNOW (have not 

known)… 

We worship what we know (have known)… 

 

Salvation is of the Jews;  

Micah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who 

will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 

ancient times."   

 

Isaiah 11:1 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from 

his roots a Branch will bear fruit…” 

 

Genesis 49:10 “"The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the 

ruler's staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him 

shall be the obedience of the peoples.” 
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The issue is not where the Savior/Salvation would come from.  

That was already prophesied!   

 

BUT Samaria had an unsavory history, dating back to 

Jeroboam…who instituted idolatry and false worship which God 

condemned!   

 

Even in the NT, in Acts 8, when Philip went down to Samaria, and 

people started getting saved…Peter and John had to go check it 

out for themselves! 

 

Keep in mind, The focus is NOT on LOCATION…Jesus was trying 

to move this woman’s thinking (and OURS) out of this box that we 

worship in a building… 

 

The focus here is on WORSHIP - proskuneo- to kiss 

towards…literally kissing the ground on which a superior walks… 

 

WORSHIP IS A CONTINUAL OCCURRENCE AND CAN/SHOULD 

HAPPEN ANYWHERE (not on a mountain, a particular building, 

a particular day…)! 

 

VERSE 23 

An hour is coming and NOW is that the TRUE worshippers…as 

opposed to false worshippers [John always uses these contrasts 

to make a point] 
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WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER (the object of our worship) IN 

SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH  

 

God is seeking TRUE WORSHIPPERS! 

 

Those who are sensitive to His Spirit; who believe in His reality; 

who desire to go past the four walls of the temple (church)! 

 

The Bible says in 2 Chronicles 16:9 “"For the eyes of the LORD 

move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 

support those whose heart is completely His.” 

 

He says in Isaiah 55:1 “"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the 

waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, 

buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.”   

 

He is looking for those who desire a TRUE relationship with Him!! 

  

**We need to unpack this!** 

 

What does it mean to worship in spirit? 

God is a SPIRIT [not a man, not a woman, not a tree, not a 

magician in the sky…He is a Spirit!] 

 

The Bible says that He lives in unapproachable light, He is 

omnipotent, omnipresent, all knowing, all seeing… 
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We worship Him in spirit i.e. we connect with God on a spiritual 

level! 

 

How, because His Spirit testifies with our spirit!  He reaches out 

to us by His Spirit!   

 

There is another aspect of His spirituality: He is not VISIBLE 

which leads to the next statement; 

 

We worship Him in truth!  What does this mean.   

 

This truth, Alethia [multiple meanings but here] is the 

REVEALED REALITY of God!   

 

Well, what is that?  God is a Spirit BUT God has also made it 

known that He is REAL!   

 

He has MADE HIMSELF known in the person of Jesus Christ!   

 

Jesus Christ, according to Colossians 1:15 is the IMAGE of the 

invisible God! 

  

Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh, the One in whom ALL the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell…and He pre-existed and has 

now been made manifest! 
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The Bible says that in the fullness of time, God sent His Son, born 

of a woman, born under Law…” 

 

Jesus Christ is the TRUTH /REVEALED REALITY of the Father!   

 

How do we put this all together?  

There is NO worship of the Father apart from the Son!  Jesus said, 

and I agree with this, regardless of how NARROW it may seem to 

others,  

 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life…no man comes to the Father 

except through Me! 

 

If you want to know the Way to God, I AM 

 

If you want to know the ABSOLUTE TRUTH of God, I AM  

 

If you want to see the LIGHT of GOD, I AM! 

 

Many die of thirst because they do not understand this simple 

truth!   

 

The one who comes to God MUST BELIVE THAT He IS (he exists 

and is real) and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 

Him! 

 

This woman knew exactly what Jesus was saying because her very 

next statement gave it away! 
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Verses 25-26 

 

See, she knew when Jesus started talking about this TRUTH, this 

REVEALED REALITY that He was talking about the Messiah!   

 

Now, Jesus REVEALS Himself to her!  He says, THAT’S ME! 

 

8. Many die of thirst because they are marginalized (Verse 27) 

If you look at the Greek text, it is very clear to point out that Jesus 

is talking to a WOMAN.  Women did not engage men in this 

culture!  It was actually forbidden for them to talk to men first! 

 

They were a marginalized segment of society!  Notice, the 

disciples did not ask any questions though.  See, ministry 

surpasses man-made borders!   

 

Ministry is about God reaching out to PEOPLE regardless of WHO 

they are!   

 

Many in American Christianity is so comfortable with just 

meeting up on Sunday, rallying around political causes, buying 

into ideology at the expense of theology…and looking over those 

who are less fortunate!  We often overlook the very ones that God 

is telling us that we ought to be taking care of! 
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We sit in our buildings and we will not associate with the lowly or 

those who are different from us.  That is NOT the model that Jesus 

set!   

 

If we are going to be His disciples, we ought to live as He lived and 

love as he loved! 

 

Even Grace must do a better job of plowing the fields!  I need to do 

a better job of getting into the vineyard!  We cannot afford to 

overlook ANYONE! 

  

9. No one has to die of thirst (Verses 28-30;) 

Look at this!  This marginalized woman, takes a big gulp of living 

water and cannot keep it to herself! 

 

She got dressed down by Jesus but she understood that this was 

the best thing that ever happened to her! 

 

She drops her waterpot because she no longer needed it!  The 

water that she received would never run out!  That waterpot was 

the connection to her past and now, she has been made NEW! 

 

Now, the Bible says she went to the MEN and began shouting, 

“Come see a man who told me all the things that I have done.  This 

is not the Christ, is it?” 
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DO you see this?  A woman evangelizing men!  A woman 

proclaiming the good news to men!  A woman, who was not legally 

allowed to speak to a man, giving a command to men to COME 

AND SEE JESUS! 

 

The gospel transcends our cultural conventions!   

 

She had the living water and now she wanted to give it away!  NO 

ONE SHOUD DIE OF THIRST IF WE HAVE THE WATER 

WELLING UP INSIDE OURSELVES!  We MUST give it away!  We 

are commanded to give it away!  They NEED IT!  We ought to 

desire for everyone to have this water!  

 

Verses 39-42 

This is very important!  They no longer went off the testimony of 

the woman, they met Jesus for themselves!  They had their thirsts 

quenched for themselves!   

 

When we share the water, the thirsty will drink! 

 

 


