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Do Generational Curses Really Exist? 

I. What is our modern understanding of a generational curse? 

“A generational curse is defined as spiritual bondage that is passed down from one generation to 

another”. The term is never used in the Bible.   

 

Examples: Hereditary alcoholism, hereditary harlotry, hereditary sexual abuse etc. 

 

II. What is the biblical teaching on this topic? 

A. Origin of the “curse” 

Genesis 3:14-20 

Notice, Adam nor Eve were never cursed although the repercussions for their sin still exist! 

 

B. What is the first instance of the concept of a “generational curse”? 

Exodus 20:4-6; Exodus 34:7; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9 

� These scriptures are specific to Israel, specific to the Old Testament and the punishment is for a 

specific sin, idolatry [Deuteronomy 4:24]! 

� The perceived “generational curse” is really subsequent generations reaping the consequences of 

the sins of the previous generation.  

� Is it fair for God to punish innocents for someone else’s sins?  

� Could it be that the rebellion perpetrated by the fathers would be continued by the children? 

o Deuteronomy 31:14-22 

� What was God’s remedy? 

o Numbers 14:26-35   

o Numbers 16:25-35 

 

C.  Each man must answer for his own sins! 

Jeremiah 31:29,30; Ezekiel 18:1-5; 18-21 

� What is God’s remedy? 

o Ezekiel 18:21-23 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 2 

 

III. Is there precedence for “generational sin”? 

Generational sin is observed when a pattern of sin is willfully repeated from one generation to the 

next. 

A. “He did evil in the sight of the LORD” OR “He walked in the way of his fathers and did evil in the 

sight of the LORD” 

1 Kings 15:26; 1 Kings 16:29-33; 1 Kings 22:51-53 2 Kings 13:1-3; 2 Kings 13:10-12; 1 Kings 15:1-3;  

 

B. “He did not walk in the way of his fathers, but did what was right in the sight of the LORD”  

1 Kings 15:8-11; 2 Chronicles 17:3,4; 2 Chronicles 24:1-4 

 

� The verdict: Yes, generational sin is possible but it is a choice and not a curse see [2 Kings 8:18]! 

 

IV. The Cure for the Curse 

Galatians 3:10-14; 2 Corinthians 5:21; John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

� Christ Jesus is the cure for the curse of sin! 

� The blood of Jesus cleanses us of all unrighteousness! 

� Repentance and Salvation will break any perceived curse over our lives! 

� Repentance and Salvation will cause us to be blessed and not cursed! 

� We MUST choose Jesus and turn from sin!  

 

 

 

 

 


