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Comfort or Canaan? 

Numbers 11:4-6 

 

Comfort is a mysterious thing.  All of us have things that bring us 

comfort.  It might be a hunk of chocolate cake; scoop of ice cream; 

warm blanket; fresh socks; beans and rice. 

  

Comfort can also be a dangerous thing.  Sometimes, we can get 

comfortable in harmful situations.  Sometimes, we can get 

comfortable with harmful lifestyles.  We can get comfortable in 

places where we don’t belong.   

 

We can even get comfortable in sin.  I am certain that I am not the 

only one who has enjoyed something that I knew that God did not 

approve of!     

 

Getting comfortable in sin is Satan’s trap for us.  He will bring to 

our remembrance every justification of why it’s ok.   

 

He will help us to rationalize and reason our way to a level of 

comfort that mutes the conviction of the Holy Spirit! 

 

The Israelites in this text longed for comfort.  They wanted to 

return to a place that was not good for them.  The crazy thing is, 

God had something BETTER for them.   
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  In the text, they are in the wilderness (desert).  They had been 

liberated from Egyptian slavery and were gearing up to go into 

Canaan.  A land that the Bible says, flowed with milk and honey.  

A land that would provide for the needs of the people!  The first 

ten chapters are written for preparation of the Israelites to enter 

into Canaan. 

 

It’s important to note that this was written to the second 

generation of Israelites after the Exodus as instructions of how 

NOT to act.    Chapters 11-25 give an account of the rebellion, 

judgment and atonement of the people.   

 

Where it picks up in chapter 11, they were about three days into 

their march. 

 

A quick glance at Exodus shows us that the people were 

complaining before they ever left Egypt!   

 

They had gotten comfortable being slaves.   

 

I need to say this: God’s will for our lives will sometimes force us 

into discomfort BEFORE He elevates us to the place where He is 

trying to take us!   
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God will, at times, disrupt our “comfort” in order to bring us in 

alignment with His will! 

 

That is exactly what happened here.   

 

Not only was their time up in Egypt, God had already prepared 

something better for them! 

 

Genesis 15:13,14, God prophesied to Abraham that there would be 

a period of 400 years where his descendants would be enslaved 

AND the end where they’d leave blessed. 

 

When God sets a time table, God will keep His word because His 

Word cannot come back to Him void! 

 

God was moving them up and out!  But they had gotten 

comfortable with their circumstances.  What they were not 

comfortable with was God’s will.   

 

That is a major issue that we all face.  We can sometimes be in 

what WE deem as acceptable circumstances but God’s will moves 
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us out of those circumstances into something totally different and 

totally uncomfortable for us!    

 

When we follow God, we must learn to get comfortable with HIS 

will and be willing to surrender our own.   

 

I say this as someone who has struggled with this very concept!  I 

remember being angry with the circumstances surrounding 

Danielle’s illness!   

 

What God revealed to me is that I was only angry because my 

comfort was being disrupted!   

 

What I did not realize was that God was moving me to a different 

place and He was not going to allow me to become complacent as 

a Christian! 

 

If we are going to follow after God, if we are going to pant after 

Him as a deer pants after the water, we MUST get comfortable 

with the fact that we will have some discomfort but there is a 

Canaan that awaits us!   
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The question today is this: would we prefer comfort or Canaan?  

Don’t answer it, just marinate on it.   

 

What the complainers and the grumblers did not understand was 

when God takes us through rough waters, He is able to say “Peace, 

be still!”   

 

What they did not understand was that God’s will often involves 

discomfort but never involves lack!    He will supply every need 

according to His riches in glory!   

 

The discomfort comes from our lack of understanding of God’s 

overall picture.  We are simply pixels in a larger picture and that 

can be overwhelming!   

 

How do we become comfortable with God’s will and how do we 

press towards Canaan? 

 

1. We must avoid negative influences (Verse 4) 

There is an interesting word here.  It is “rabble” in the NASB.  The 

word literally means riff-raff or grumblers.  We need to go back to 

Exodus to know that when the Israelites left Egypt, there was a 
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group that hitched a ride!  Exodus 12:38 says that there was a 

mixed multitude that left Egypt with them! 

 

The problem is, the rabble were not aligned with God’s will so 

naturally the complained for things that did not align with God’s 

will!   

 

The Bible says that they had greedy desires!  Greed is wanting 

MORE than what we NEED!  But if God gives us what we NEED 

then we ought to be grateful! 

 

We have to be careful of the company that we keep!  Everybody 

cannot go to Canaan with us!   

 

The minute the journey gets a little rough, those who are not in 

alignment with the will of God for our lives will cause us to veer 

off course! 

 

Notice: when the rabble started harping on their greedy desires, 

then the Israelites started WEEPING about meat!  They started 

crying about things that they did not even need! 

 

Can I put this in perspective?   
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The WORLD is not aligned with God’s will and therefore the 

WORLD WILL have us longing after things that God has not 

promised us!   

 

This is why Paul says do not be conformed (cookie cutter) to the 

ways of this world but be TRANSFORMED by the renewing of you 

minds!   

 

When we allow rabble to travel with us, they will distract us!   

 

I’m not judging but sometimes we have to call a spade a spade- we 

know if someone or something is a bad influence- easy test-  

Do they try to upend everything that you seek to do to get closer to 

God?   

Do they have a worldly alternative to everything that you say that 

is biblical?   

Do they not respect your walk with Christ?   

Do they seek to push you away from the church or away from 

positivity due to their own behaviors?   

Are they influenced at all by what you are doing?   
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IF NOT…then they are rabble and MUST be removed from your 

caravan! 

 

We have to ask ourselves, do we want comfort or Canaan?  Do we 

want to remain complacent or do we want to move to that place 

that God has prepared for us? 

 

2. We must not lose sight of God’s deliverance (Verse 5, 6A) 

Sometimes, when we focus on the discomfort of the situation and 

not God’s overall plan for our lives, we can begin to think that 

things are worse than what they really are! 

 

Look at verse 5…and the A clause of verse 6 

 

Now We need to REALLY put this in perspective.  These hangers-

on had such a profound influence on the people that they were 

longing for foods that were attached to their SLAVERY! 

 

EGYPT WAS A PRISON for them but their perspective was blurred 

because they had gotten comfortable being slaves! 

 

They said, we used to eat these things for “free”?   
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IF YOU ARE NOT FREE THEN YOU ARE NOT EATING FREE!  

There were some strings attached to this “comfort food”!  The only 

string attached to God’s freedom is obedience! 

 

They were comfortable with their own will but not with the will of 

God!   

 

IT WAS NOT GOD’S WILL FOR THEM TO BE SLAVES FOREVER!  

It is not God’s will for US to be slaves!  Whoever the Son sets free 

is free indeed! 

 

They spent 430 years in Egypt at the end of Pharaoh’s whip, 

making bricks without straw and crying out to God to be set free!!   

 

NOW, God heard them, sent the deliverer and as soon as it got hot 

on the way to Canaan, they FORGOT WHAT GOD HAD 

DELIVERED THEM FROM!   

 

They forgot the chains attached to those leeks, melons, onions and 

garlic! 

We MUST NOT FORGET WHERE GOD DELIVERED US FROM! 
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It may have seemed comfortable at the time but it was a prison 

and we are not destined to be prisoners except prisoners of the 

Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

You ever have a flashback?   

 

Man, this was soooooo good.  Yes, but it almost killed you! 

Man, we had a good time…Yes, but you ended up in the ER! 

Man, she was soooo….Yes, but she broke your marriage up! 

Man, I used to have this and that….yes, and you almost died trying 

to keep up with the Joneses!! 

 

IF GOD HAS SET YOU FREE, DON’T LOOK BACK!! 

  

3. We must not be ungrateful for God’s provision (Verse 6b) 

When we seek comfort over God’s will (Canaan), we will NEVER 

be satisfied with God’s provision on the way to where He is taking 

us. 

 

ALL we have is this manna… 

Let’s unpack this for a second.  ALL we have is this BREAD that 

comes down from heaven, that we don’t have to work for, that 



Page 11 of 12 

 

rests on the ground like dew, that NEVER runs out, that we can 

eat as much as we want, that GOD PROVIDES FOR FREE… 

 

yet, we’d rather go back in chains to eat leeks and melons! 

 

See, the manna was indicative of the struggle!  The manna meant 

that we are out of our comfort zone, we are out here in the desert, 

he brought us out here to die…[ but your soles of your shoes never 

wore out, the clothes that you wore never tattered…but you want 

to go back to being a slave!] 

 

Manna means that “we are not in control of this situation…”  Can 

I help you?  You were not in control of the leeks and melons either!   

 

Be grateful for the manna and be grateful that it will fill us up 

JUST like the leeks and melons!! 

 

MAKE IT PLAIN 

Sin is appealing.   

Sin is enticing. 

Sin is tempting. 
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The desire to go back to sinful places is VERY powerful!  Because 

those places were comfortable for us!  BUT JESUS DIED SO THAT 

WE DO NOT HAVE TO GO BACK TO THOSE PLACES! 

 

Jesus loves us enough to PULL us out of the dens of slavery- even 

if it means facing some discomfort and some tribulation!  JOHN 

16:33 

 

Eat the manna and don’t worry about the melons!   

Eat it in the morning and be thankful for the breath in your 

bodies!   

Eat it in the evening and be thankful for another day’s journey! 

 

Don’t take the devil’s melons, onions, comfort because God has 

sent the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ!   

 

The blood of Jesus was shed so that we can walk into our Canaan 

(God’s promise for us)!   

 

Revelation 2:17 “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some 

of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone with 

a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.” 


