
By Any Means Necessary 

1 Peter 5:8 

 

We have been talking for the past two weeks about 

Daniel 

 

Daniel highlights the fact that there is a spiritual war 

raging in a realm that we cannot see… 

 

This is not new to those of us who pay attention to God’s 

word… 

 

We know that Paul tells us that we are not wrestling 

against flesh and blood and to put on the whole armor of 

God so that we can stand against the wiles of the 

enemy… 

 

He also tells us that the weapons of our warfare are not 

carnal but are mighty through God for the destruction of 

strongholds… 

 



We know that when John was in the Spirit, writing 

Revelation, that He saw a great war raging in heaven and 

the great dragon, Satan, flung down to earth along with 

their his angels… 

 

There is no lack of evidence for this spiritual battle and 

we would be wise to remember that daily when we face 

various obstacles… 

 

There are times when it is an outright attack, there are 

times when it is a test, there are times when it is a trail 

that is allowed by God’s providence, but we do face a 

spiritual enemy! 

 

So, Peter here is writing about this enemy because he 

knows a thing or two about him.  He knows that he will 

use any means necessary to trap and eliminate God’s 

people. 

 

I talked last week about how the devil wants to keep us 

frustrated with God.   



 

Peter knew something!  Peter, telling Jesus that he 

couldn’t go to the cross, was rebuked by Jesus…in 

Matthew 16:23, Jesus tells Satan (while talking to Peter) 

to get behind Him!   

 

Peter writes in the fourth chapter of this epistle about 

suffering for God’s glory.  Suffering is not fun, it is not 

easy and it can and will wear us down!  Thank God for 

the Holy Ghost who gives us strength! 

 

Thank God that every morning, God’s mercies are new! 

 

SO Peter knows that we face a relentless enemy and he is 

giving us, right now, a reminder that the devil will use 

any means necessary to destroy us…even if the method 

feels GOOD to us!  His objective is the destruction of 

those who follow God! 

 

What does Peter warn us about? 



1. We have a personal adversary who is relentless (Verse 

8B) 

Note that the Bible says “your adversary”!  His mission 

is individualized but it has a bigger picture as well!  He 

does not destroy the picture all at once, because he 

cannot…he destroys the picture, one pixel at a time! 

 

He says your adversary… 

 

It gives the idea of a plaintiff in the court…the one who 

brings the charge against the defendant…We know 

this to be the case. 

 

Job asked for a mediator when Satan was attacking 

him…Job understood that there is a sense of cosmic 

justice and a heavenly courtroom…where we are 

defendants! 

 

John refers to the adversary in Revelation 12 as the 

“accuser of the brethren…” 

 



Zechariah 3 paints a picture of the high priest standing 

before God and the accuser standing at his right 

hand… 

 

He is personally interested in the destruction of each 

and every one of us- with the ultimate goal of 

estranging us from fellowship with God! 

 

2. The Adversary never stops hunting (Verse 8C) 

Peter says that he prowls around like a roaring lion… 

This gives us an idea of two things… 

 

His activity and his methodology… 

 

His activity is constant motion…he is always moving 

about… 

 

Job 1:6,7 “Now there was a day when the sons of God 

came to present themselves before the LORD, and 

1Satan also came among them [he still had to answer 



to God!].  The LORD said to Satan, “From where do 

you come?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, 

“aFrom roaming about on the earth and walking 

around on it.” 

 

His method is intimidation…. 

LIKE a roaring lion… 

 

Fear is a great tactic to keep someone from pursuing 

God’s plan!  Fear will stop us in our tracks…but we 

must overcome fear with undying faith in God! 

 

3. His goal is TOTAL destruction (Verse 8C) 

He is “seeking” which is written in such a way that 

indicates the seeking is constant (just like we said 

earlier) someone to devour… 

 

The word devour, literally means to drink in one 

gulp…in other words, his desire is a one-punch 

knockout!  TO gulp us down, do destroy us… 



This is why I thank God for Jesus!  Just like the belly of 

the earth could not hold Jesus, the belly of Satan cannot 

hold us!  He may seek to devour us but as long as there is 

breath, there is repentance, as long as there is the 

BLOOD, there is redemption! 

 

4. We must PAY ATTENTION (Verse 8A)  

This is where we will zoom in! 

 

Peter here gives this same warning in chapter 1 

 

1 Peter 1:13 “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, 

keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the 

grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

Peter’s warning comes from his mindset.  He taught with 

an eschatological mindset…i.e. Peter taught as if the 

Lord would return at any moment!  He taught the way 

Jesus taught!    

 



He heard the angel tell them in Acts 1, the same way you 

saw Him go up, He is coming back the same way! 

 

He heard the teachings of Jesus when Jesus taught His 

disciples to stay alert, because you don’t know when the 

day of the Lord is coming! 

 

This is less about the devil and more about the appearing 

of the Great Shepherd! 

 

SO Peter teaches us to stay on the alert… 

 

AND to be “sober minded” 

 

Since the devil will use any tactic, we must stay sober 

minded… 

 

This is not talking about alcohol consumption, but 

rather to be clear headed!   

 



There are many intoxicants! 

 

The people who Peter is addressing here had the 

potential of being prideful…so Peter reminds them to be 

humble, He reminds the young men to submit to the 

elders and the elders to exercise their authority with 

wisdom! 

 

He tells them to humble themselves under God’s mighty 

hand and let God to the exalting… 

 

There are other intoxicants… 

 

Hate is an intoxicant…hate is the opposite of what Jesus 

taught!  He taught us to love our neighbor!  Don’t think 

for one second that hate will not be used by the enemy to 

destroy us! 

 

Lust is an intoxicant!  It feels good, it takes our minds off 

of God and what God desires!  The enemy will use that if 

we are mastered by it! 



Greed is an intoxicant!  We build bigger barns and 

marvel at our stuff…and in the pursuit of more stuff, 

forget about God! 

 

Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:6 that we ought to be 

awake and sober!   

Jesus taught us that we must be alert during times of 

testing [this is when our alertness sometimes goes out 

of the window!  Testing and pain make us seek relief!] 

 

He told the disciples in Gethsemane…stay awake, lest 

you fall into temptation! 

 

Mark 14:38 ““Keep watching and praying that you may 

not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” 

 

THE CHURCH 

This is a particularly vulnerable time for the church!  

There is so much chaos in the church and so much 

division… 



We are too busy courting candidates for political office 

and not candidates for baptism! 

 

We are vulnerable because we operate on emotion and 

not by God’s Spirit! 

 

We are mad at everyone who doesn’t think like we 

think…BUT the Bible says that God drew US with 

LOVINGKINDNESS!! 

 

We go on mission trips to Mexico and Central America 

but when those people come here looking for asylum, we 

turn them away!   

 

We are angry at those who are stuck in a homosexual 

lifestyle, we want them to change…but we don’t want 

them to come to the hospital! 

 

The church is a hospital for the sick!  Jesus said that it is 

the sick who need a doctor…and the last time I checked, 

every single one of us needs the care of Doctor Jesus! 



 

We are mad at other churches…we are mad over 

doctrine and over everything else!  

 

We never stop to think that the common ground is 

Jesus! 

 

When there is so much turmoil in the church, we lose 

sight of who the church belongs to and what the church 

is here for! 

 

CLOSE… 

This is why we need Jesus… 

 

Peter said in 1 Peter 13…” fix your hope completely on 

the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

We face a daunting enemy, but we serve a more 

awesome God! 



 

The Bible says that the Jesus came to destroy the works 

of the devil! 

 

He came to take the power of death away from the devil! 

 

He gave us the blueprint on how to deal with the 

devil…He resisted the devil, he used the Sword of the 

Spirit which is the Word of God, and the devil had to flee 

from Him! 

 

He tells us that the accuser of the brethren will be 

thrown down! 

 

The Bible says that the God of Peace will soon crush 

Satan under our feet! 

 

Yes, he is relentless, but Jesus is also relentless!  He was 

so relentless that He did not let anything stop Him from 

getting to Calvary!! 



Yes our enemy prowls around…but the eyes of the Lord 

move to and fro over the earth looking to strengthen 

those whose hearts belong to Him! 

 

Jesus is greater that our adversary!  He is our advocate 

and what the devil means for bad, Jesus can turn it for 

our GOOD!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


