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A Promise Keeper  

Romans 15:13 

 

 

Hope is a powerful emotion.  The world sees hope as a feeling or 

desire that something can be obtained. That is good. Hope also 

carries with it expectation that what we are hoping for we will 

receive.  

 

The object of I hope it's just as important as the hope itself.  

When we hope in people, we are sometimes disappointed.  

People let us down.   

 

BUT as believers, our hope is in Jesus Christ.  During this time of 

year, we reflect on the hope that was given to us in the person of 

Jesus Christ.  We argue and wrangle about the dates and the 

seasons but we cannot argue that Christ indeed came, was born 

of a virgin, died at Calvary and got up again on the third day with 

all power in His hands!   

 

We reflect the fact that God sent Jesus to us As a Savior.  Hope in 

Christ is so powerful because we do not only hope for what we 

see but we also hope for what we have not seen yet (eye has not 

seen).   
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Paul says in 2nd Corinthians 4:18 that what we see is only 

temporary but what is unseen is eternal!   

 

He says again in Romans 8:24,25 “For in this hope we were 

saved; but hope that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for 

what he can already see?  But if we hope for what we do not yet 

see, we wait for it patiently.”   

 

So, as Believers, our hope it's not limited to this realm nor is it 

simply Pie in the Sky. We literally expect God to keep his 

promises and we wait patiently for Him to do what He said.  

 

The Bible says in Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man, that He 

should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, 

and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 

good?”  

 

He says and Isaiah 55:11 that His word could not come back to 

him void But it must accomplish that which is set out to do.  So, 

as believers we have confidence that when God makes promises, 

he keeps His promises. 
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So, this brings us to the text today.  We talked last week about 

growing together and how we do that.  It is my prayer that we can 

grow together in hope!  What is this hope that we have and why 

do we have it? 

 

1. We have hope because of what He has already done (Verses 7-9) 

 

Paul says here that we are to accept one another.  A better term 

here would be to “embrace or take hold of” one another.  He is 

not simply telling us this!  It is an imperative and is based on 

what Jesus did for us.   

 

What Jesus did for us gives hope to everyone!  There is one God 

and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus 

who gave His life as a ransom for the many!   

 

The salvation that comes through Jesus is hope for the whole 

world!   He accepted US---while we were yet sinners!  AND He 

did it to the glory of God! 

 

Look at how Paul puts it.  He says that Jesus became (“passive 

voice: literally “was made”) a servant to the circumcision.  The 
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Bible says that the arm of the Lord was revealed to the Jews!  It 

says that He came for the lost sheep of Israel!   

 

So He was made a servant i.e. He took the form of a  

bondservant…WHY? 

A. To confirm the promises given to the fathers… 

 

When the Bible talks about faith, it says in Hebrews 11 that many 

who received the promises did not live to see them enacted…BUT 

GOD STILL KEPT HIS WORD!  What promises did God make to 

the Fathers? 

 

He promised Abraham that he would be the father of many 

nations and that the whole world would be blessed through his 

seed!  That seed was Christ! 

 

 

He promised David that an heir would sit on his throne in 

perpetuity!  We know that the heir couldn’t simply be a human 

being because we die and we are not eternal…but Christ is 

eternal! 

 

 The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 1:20 that all of the promises of 

God are YES and AMEN in Jesus!   
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So, in sending Jesus Christ as the Servant King, God fulfilled 

every promise that was made to the Fathers… 

 

B. That the gentiles might glorify God for His mercy (Verse 9a) 

 

That promise spilled over to the world at the proper time!  It was 

planned from eternity but enacted when God saw fit!   

 

Not only did Jesus come for the lost sheep of Israel… God also 

made a way for US when there was no way…he was merciful to 

the world and extended the offer of salvation PAST Israel to 

everyone…this was in Christ!   

 

Isaiah 49:5,6 

 

And now the Lord says— 

he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

and gather Israel to himself, 

for I ama honored in the eyes of the Lord 

and my God has been my strength— 

6he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

to restore the tribes of Jacob 
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and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

 

He says that God did it on behalf His truth…what is His truth?  

That He desired ALL men to be saved and come to the knowledge 

of the truth!  The truth is Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the 

life!  

We have hope because of what God has ALREADY done! 

 

2. We have hope because of what is in the Scriptures (Verses 10-

12) 

Paul goes back to the scriptures to remind us of what to do in our 

waiting and in our hoping!  This gets difficult at times but it is a 

prescription for maintaining JOY! 

READ… 

He says THREE words here… 

PRAISE…I will praise you AMONG the Gentiles (nations) i.e. the 

nations are included in your plan!  We give God praise because 

he did for us what no one else could do! 
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REJOICE (Celebrate): Then he tells US to rejoice!  Why am I 

rejoicing?  BECAUSE GOD HAS CONSIDERED ME!   

Psalm 8:3,4  

3When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, 

 

the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, 

4what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

human beings that you care for them? 

 

How do WE know that he considered US?  Because of this next 
passage! 

(third word) 

HOPE: The ROOT of Jesse…that is Christ…WILL SPRING UP and 

the GENTILES WILL HOPE IN HIM!   

 

He thought of US when His plans were being made!  He thought 

of  US from before the foundations of the world!    
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That ought to give someone hope right there that WE were in the 

mind of God before WE were ever a physical beings!  EACH ONE 

OF US! 

 

3. We have hope because of the gift of the Holy Spirit (verse 13) 

Here in the 13th verse , Paul’s prayer is for those of us who are 

hoping in the God of hope (He’s the only God who can fulfill 

hopes!) would fill us with JOY [the joy of the Lord is our strength] 

and PEACE [the peace of God surpasses all understanding] ! 

 

Joy and Peace can get us through some stuff!  We have to seek it 

out!  Give us joy and peace today, LORD!   

IN THE TRUSTING… 

It is in the trusting where it gets hard!  In the trusting, things 

happen that we don’t expect!  BUT trusting God is not an exercise 

in comfort!  It is an exercise in faith!   

YES…IT WILL GET DIFFICULT BUT IN YOUR TRUSTING, I 

PRAY THAT GOD, THE GOD OF HOPE, WILL FILL YOU WITH 

JOY AND PEACE! 
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Honestly, I am having a hard time holding on to that joy and 

peace!  God knows our weaknesses and so He didn’t leave us 

comfortless… 

Paul says we hold on BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!  

When we are WEAK, He is strong!  It is the power of the Holy 

Spirit that picks us up when we are defeated!  It is the power of 

the Holy Spirit that encourages us when we are deflated! 

 

The Bible says that Hope does not disappoint because God’s love 

is poured out into our hearts BY the HOLY SPIRIT who was 

given to us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


